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After reading many scholarly commentaries on different books of 
Scripture, it became my mental habit to sift through the minute 
discussions of individual words and/or phrases, and the quoting of 
various scholars of the past of many differing opinions, and center 
on the most logical and inspirational truths that remained. Thus I 
relied on the studied scholarship of those who had learned the 
original languages and had read all the previous scholars that had 
written to get the best possible understanding of Scripture that I, 
as a non-scholar, could. It seemed that most church members would not 
attempt to read scholarly works - but would benefit from their 
knowledge if presented in a plain and straightforward manner, the 
truths they had perceived. The following commentary is my attempt to 
do this. May God bless my efforts to the extent that they increase 
the understanding and faith of the reader. 



T.O.D. Johnston 
2005 
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The Writer of the Gospel 

It is a generally accepted fact that Luke was the author of the 
3 rd Gospel, as well as the book of Acts. From the evidence in his 
epistles, Luke was a frequent companion of Paul - especially in Rome. 

Very early in the Christian Church (160-180 A.D.), a straight- 
forward record of evidence recorded Luke is Paul's companion who 
wrote the Gospel and Acts. A prologue to the Gospel by one of the 
early church fathers recorded: 

"Luke was an Antiochian of Syria, a physician by profession. He 
was a disciple of the apostles and later accompanied Paul until the 
latter' s martyrdom. He served the Lord without distraction, having 
neither wife nor children, and at the age of 84 fell asleep in 
Boeotia, full of the Holy Spirit. The Gospels of Matthew and Mark 
were already in existence. In his prologue Luke makes this clear but 
he felt moved to record an account specifically for the Gentile 
believers so that they would not be deceived by any mixture of Jewish 
distractions that could cloud the truth. At the beginning Luke 
relates the nativity of the Baptist - the Lord's forerunner in 
preparation by the baptism unto repentance. This ministry had been 
foretold by Malachi. After writing this Gospel, Luke also wrote the 
Acts of the Apostles." 

About 300 A.D., Eusebuis wrote, "Luke who was by race an 
Antiochian, and a physician by profession, was a long companion of 
Paul, and had careful conversation with the other Apostles, and in 
two books left us examples of the medicine for souls which he had 
gained from them . " 

Luke's Sources 

He was not an eye-witness of Jesus' life on earth, but he had 
the best opportunity to talk to and record the witnesses of those who 
had seen and heard Jesus. He was closely connected with Paul, who 
also in turn had come in contact with many eyewitnesses of Jesus' 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension (Peter, James, and others). 

While in Jerusalem from 57-59 A.D., Luke had ample opportunity 
to speak to James (Jesus' brother), the elders, and other members of 
the Palestinian congregations (especially at Caesarea and Jerusalem). 
As an educated man, he would carefully record all information 
valuable in getting a full and clear knowledge of everything he could 
find out from these eyewitnesses. 

According to Acts, Luke stayed with Philip the evangelist, 
traveled with Silas of the Jerusalem church, and was closely 
associated with Mark. Mark authored the second Gospel and had most 
likely been eyewitness to some of the later events in Jesus' life. He 
was known as the close follower of Peter, whose preaching concerning 
Jesus is generally recognized as the main source of his Gospel. 

Luke had been together with Mark during Paul's captivity in Rome 
(mentioned in Colossians 4:10,14 and Philemon 24). 

Though without doubt many eyewitnesses would have written down 
their knowledge concerning Jesus, it was not until the eyewitnesses, 
especially the Apostles, began to die that the necessity of recording 
all that was known about Christ became essential. It is also likely 
that the Apostles and other early preachers recorded notes of their 
messages to aid their memory and delivery. 

In his own preface, Luke remarks that he had traced the course 
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of all things from the first. He wrote to make certain that 
Theophilus had the best record of those things concerning Jesus that 
he had been taught. 

It has become a precarious assumption of some modern critics, 
that the art of writing was not widely known and practiced in the 
time of Jesus. 

2 Timothy 4:11,13 gives the careful reader the idea that Paul 
was then helping Luke in the composing of the third Gospel and/or the 
Book of Acts. 

No certain date has been suggested that can be corroborated 
within the Gospel or the Acts. It is assumed that the Gospel was 
written first. Both are generally regarded as being written before 70 
A.D. 

Luke's writing shows a mastery of the Greek language. In his two 
books he records with a vocabulary of about 800 words which do not 
occur anywhere else in the New Testament. 

Luke As Historian 

After doing many years of research and studying regions where 
events described by Luke took place, Ramsey stated that "Luke's 
history is unsurpassed in respect of its trustworthiness." Ramsey was 
a world- renowned archaeologist. 

His Purpose 

Luke himself states the reason he wrote his book. It is 
addressed to Theophilus to make certain that he may know with 
certainty the facts about the things he was taught. He wanted Gentile 
Christians to know on what certain historical facts their faith was 
based. It was written from a historical and scientific point of view. 
He constantly refers to the relationship between the history of Jesus 
and the first Christians, and that of the Jewish and Roman world of 
the time. He often gives indications of time, and mostly follows 
chronological order. 

His Gospel is the most complete and comprehensive of the four 
Gospels. His was not, however, just a historical work, but with the 
object of convincing, converting, and spiritually instructing his 
fellow believers. His work was written out of faith unto faith, to 
reveal Jesus as Lord and Redeemer. 

Special Characteristics of Luke 

One thing that Luke does uniquely in his Gospel is depict Jesus 
as the Great Physician who came to seek and heal all those sick with 
sin. He is called Savior (what Jesus the name means), the Redeemer, 
He embodies the salvation which God prepared. Luke also emphasizes 
the universal quality of that Salvation. He was not just the promised 
Messiah of the Old Testament come to only save Israel, or just the 
Jews. His salvation was offered to Samaritans, pagans, publicans, 
sinners, outcasts, the poor, the respectable, the rich, women, as 
well as men, even to slaves. 

Uniquely, Luke connects the events in Jesus' life with important 
references to the wider world of people, forces, and events. 

Jesus' birth is recorded as during the reign of Roman Emperor 
Augustus. John the Baptist began preaching in the 15 th year of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod Tetrarch of 
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Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Trachonitis, the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas. 

In his genealogy of Jesus he goes back beyond Abraham to Adam as 
created by God. Luke also emphasizes Jesus' compassion for physical 
as well as spiritual need. He came to bring physical as well as 
spiritual redemption to all in need, both now and forever more. A 
great variety of people were saved, and especially noticed is the 
totally different attitude toward women than that of all the cultures 
of that time. Generally they were treated as less than any man, as 
servants, and often with contempt. Jesus treated them as of equal 
value and stature. 

Luke also stressed the perfect humanity of Jesus and His 
constant communion with the Father. He is the Son of Man, He is the 
Son of God, He is Christ our Lord, the Redeemer. 

Please Note 

It is essential to read the appropriate Scriptures as you study 
the lessons, in order to gain a full understanding of the material. 



Lesson I: 
Chapters 1 and 2 
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Chapter 1. 

1 Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a 
declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, 

2 even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning 
were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 

3 it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of 
all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most 
excellent The-oph 1 ilus, 

4 that thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein 
thou hast been instructed. 

5 Tf There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain 
priest named Zechari'ah, of the course of Abi'jah: and his wife was 
of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth. 

6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren; and 
they both were now well stricken in years. 

8 U And it came to pass, that, while he executed the priest's 
office before God in the order of his course, 

9 according to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at 
the time of incense. 

11 And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the 
right side of the altar of incense. 

12 And when Zechari'ah saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him . 

13 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zechari'ah: for thy 
prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and 
thou shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother's womb. 

16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God. 

17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Eli'jah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord. 

18 And Zechari'ah said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? 
for I am an old man, and my wife well stricken in years. 

19 And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand 
in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to show 
thee these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest 
not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. 

21 And the people waited for Zechari'ah, and marveled that he 
tarried so long in the temple. 

22 And when he came out, he could not speak unto them: and they 
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perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; for he beckoned 
unto them, and remained speechless. 

23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his 
ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house. 

24 Tf And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid 
herself five months, saying, 

25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked 
on me, to take away my reproach among men. 

26 If And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God 
unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 

27 to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 

28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art 
highly favored, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 

29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast 
in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. 

30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found 
favor with God. 

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call his name JESUS. 

32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; 
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 

33 and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his 
kingdom there shall be no end. 

34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know 
not a man? 

35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God. 

36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son 
in her old age; and this is the sixth month with her, who was called 
barren. 

37 For with God nothing shall be impossible. 

38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word. And the angel departed from her. 

39 If And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country 
with haste, into a city of Judah; 

40 and entered into the house of Zechari'ah, and saluted Elisabeth. 

41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation 
of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with 
the Holy Ghost : 

42 and she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come 
to me? 

44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine 
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 

45 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a 
performance of those things which were told her from the Lord. 

46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
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49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is 
his name. 

50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to 
generation. 

51 He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them 
of low degree. 

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath 
sent empty away. 

54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; 

55 as he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for 
ever . 

56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her 
own house. 

57 Tf Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; 
and she brought forth a son. 

58 And her neighbors and her cousins heard how the Lord had showed 
great mercy upon her; and they rejoiced with her. 

59 And it came to pass, that on the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child; and they called him Zechari'ah, after the name 
of his father. 

60 And his mother answered and said, Not so; but he shall be called 
John . 

61 And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is 
called by this name. 

62 And they made signs to his father, how he would have him called. 

63 And he asked for a writing table, and wrote, saying, His name is 
John. And they marveled all. 

64 And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and 
he spake, and praised God. 

65 And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: and all these 
sayings were noised abroad throughout all the hill country of Judea. 

66 And all they that heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, What manner of child shall this be? And the hand of the Lord 
was with him. 

67 If And his father Zechari'ah was filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
prophesied, saying, 

68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and 
redeemed his people, 

69 and hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of 
his servant David; 

70 as he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have been 
since the world began: 

71 that we should be saved from our enemies, and from the hand of 
all that hate us; 

72 to perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember 
his holy covenant; 

73 the oath which he sware to our father Abraham, 

74 that he would grant unto us, that we, being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 

75 in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our 
life. 

76 And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for 
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thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; 

77 to give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission 
of their sins, 

78 through the tender mercy of our God; 
whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, 

79 to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the 
deserts till the day of his showing unto Israel. 

Chapter 2. 

1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. 

2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyre'ni-us was governor of 
Syria.) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, (because he was of the house and lineage of David,) 

5 to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

8 If And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. 

15 If And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. 

18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were 
told them by the shepherds. 

19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 

20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. 

21 If And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of 
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the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb. 

22 If And when the days of her purification according to the law of 
Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present 
him to the Lord; 

23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that 
openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) 

24 and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the 
law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 

25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the 
consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 

26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should 
not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the 
law, 

28 then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word: 

30 for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

31 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

32 a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel. 

33 U And Joseph and his mother marveled at those things which were 
spoken of him. 

34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, 
this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; 
and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 

35 (yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also;) that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

36 If And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phan'u- 
el, of the tribe of Asher: she was of a great age, and had lived with 
a husband seven years from her virginity; 

37 and she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which 
departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and 
prayers night and day. 

38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the 
Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem. 

39 If And when they had performed all things according to the law of 
the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom; and the grace of God was upon him. 

41 If Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of 
the passover. 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
after the custom of the feast. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the 
child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother 
knew not of it . 

44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a 
day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintance. 
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45 And when they found him not, they turned back again to 
Jerusalem, seeking him. 

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and 
asking them questions. 

47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and 
answers. 

48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said 
unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father 
and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father's business? 

50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. 

51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was 
subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart. 

52 If And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and man. 

Preface 1:1-4 - Luke's Preface. 

Only Luke addresses his readers and relates his reason for 
writing. This is a style of classical Greek historians and medical 
writers. His purpose is to record the Gospel story. 

Up to this time the spoken word of the Apostles and other 
eyewitnesses was the method of delivering the Gospel message to the 
Church. As the church reached further distances and as those original 
witnesses died there became an ever increasing need for the essential 
and complete Gospel record to be written and circulated. Luke 
perceived this need. He refers to the fact that others had already 
set forth such a record. He indicates, however, that he sees a need 
for a specific record of events that those already written did not 
fulfill. 

It is generally accepted that Mark was one of these writers. 
Luke emphasized that all the writings were based upon accounts 
related by eyewitnesses, specifically the Apostles. Thus these 
records are not fables or ritualistic traditions, but the 
authoritative information of observed fact. Mark is credited as 
recording the message that Peter taught and preached. Luke, as a 
companion of Paul had ample opportunities to interview those that 
were eyewitnesses of the life and ministry of Jesus, both in 
Jerusalem and in other locations. 

Verse 3. He states that he has gotten the information from the 
beginning of the life of Jesus, as well as the promise of the 
Forerunner, John the Baptist. Luke reports that he looked at all 
available information to be certain that what he recorded here would 
be as complete and detailed as necessary. We must assume that, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he wrote the most important and 
necessary data to record the words and events of the Gospel 
narrative . 

He also set his task to relating these events in chronological 
order. Of the four Gospels, Luke's is the most comprehensive. It 
includes many things not mentioned in the others. 

Luke addressed himself to Theophilus, otherwise unknown, but a 
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'most excellent' person, most likely of high official rank, in the 
Roman Empire. Since 'Theophilus' means 'dear to God', some have 
suggested that this was a pseudonym given to a convert to 
Christianity. It was a not uncommon practice of the time to dedicate 
a writing to a specific person, and plan it for a wider circulation 
of readers. 

Verse 4. Luke stresses the need for Theophilus (and other 
readers) to have a complete account of what they have already been 
taught in part to firmly ground their faith. 

In the original Greek, these 4 verses are written in one 
sentence. In the rest of his writing he follows the pattern of 
Hebraizing style of the Greek translation of the Old Testament, both 
Aramaic idiom, and colloquial style of the time. His object was clear 
communication, not classical or ornate skillful language. He did not 
want to distract the reader from the message. 

The uniqueness of Christianity is the recording over many 
centuries of how God has dealt with man both prophetically, and 
practically. In the Old Testament, this is shown through the whole 
sacrificial system, especially the Passover and the Day of Atonement. 
This was to prepare them for the coming of Jesus. This redemption was 
completed in and through the Incarnation and finished work of Jesus 
the Christ. In other words, it tells how God, through His mercy and 
grace, made a way to save the lost. Luke justly emphasizes the 
trustworthiness of his Gospel narrative. 

Luke 1:5-25 - The Birth of John the Baptist Announced. 

The appearance and ministry of Jesus is the central event of 
time. Everything that went before led up to it. Everything that has 
come afterwards is connected with it, or in acceptance or rejection 
of it. 

This record has the background of the Baptist, forming the link 
between the revelation of the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
The old and new are a continuous movement in the unfolding revelation 
of God ' s plan . 

The voice of prophecy had been silent for about 400 years. 
Everything was prepared. Now God was to turn to the whole of 
humanity. It begins in the temple, with a priest who will father the 
one to prepare the way. 

Luke tells the story of John focusing on the way it points to, 
and identifies Jesus the Christ. This new work begins with the life 
of a priest in the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, the Holy City. Luke 
recounts only the aspects of the background of John the Baptist that 
point to Jesus. 

Verse 5. The nativity of the Baptist is closely connected with 
that of Christ, as His forerunner. As John announces the beginning of 
the New Dispensation, the reign of Herod (king of Judea from 40 to 4 
B.C.) reaches its tragic conclusion. He was called Herod 'the Great'. 
He was from Dumea, but professed to follow the Jewish faith. His 
kingship was by favor of the Roman Government. 

Outwardly he seemed successful, especially because of the many 
beautiful buildings he had built, which included the new temple. On 
the other hand, he had also erected pagan temples, and instituted 
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pagan games. He was relentless in his cruelty toward any who opposed 
him. He distrusted his own family, several of whom he had put to 
death. 

When he died in 4 B.C., no one mourned, in his own family nor in 
the whole Jewish nation. The days of Herod were considered dark and 
dangerous for Israel. Against this background, Luke begins with the 
coming of the Forerunner, and then the Christ. 

Since David's time, the priests were divided into 24 orders, of 
which Abijah was the eighth. Zacharias belonged to this order. His 
wife, Elizabeth, was also of priestly descent. A priest married to a 
priest's daughter was considered a special distinction. Any offspring 
was considered especially blessed. 

Zacharias means 'the Lord remembers' in the sense of His 
covenant. Elizabeth means 'My God is the Absolutely Faithful One'. 
This suggests the working of God's providence. 

Verse 6. These two were righteous and upright before the people 
- and also before God. They acted quite differently than the general 
behavior of the time. These were the parents chosen by God to bring 
Christ's forerunner into the world and raise him in such a righteous 
home until the time for his ministry to begin. 

Verse 7. This couple had borne the sorrow to an advanced age of 
being childless. They had not become bitter or resentful toward God. 
They persevered in their service to God. 

Verse 8,9. In this particular week the priestly course of Abijah 
was called upon to serve at the Temple. Zacharias was one. Each day 
the lot was cast for the various duties for that day. On that day 
Zacharias was chosen by lot to burn incense in the Holy Place in the 
morning and again about 3 in the afternoon. 

Verse 10. In the temple court outside the Sanctuary, public 
gatherings for prayer typically took place three times a day. The 
first and last of these gatherings took place at the same time as the 
burning of incense. 

Zacharias was presenting the incense offering on the golden 
alter in the holy place, a great multitude were praying in the outer 
temple court. When the signal was given, the incense was offered. The 
incense represented true consecration to God. As the smoke of the 
incense ascended, the people fell down with hands spread out in 
silent prayer. All was quiet throughout the area. This lot normally 
fell to a priest only once in his lifetime. 

Verse 11. It was during these moments that an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Zacharias. He stood all at once on the honored right side 
of the golden altar on which Zacharias was offering the incense. 

Verse 12. Zacharias was overtaken with fear in this most solemn 
moment when the angel appeared. 

Verse 13. The angel assured him that he had no need to fear, but 
that God had heard his prayer. This prayer was most likely for the 
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salvation of his people through the promised Messiah. The angel 
assured him that a great privilege was to be visited upon him and his 
wife . 

Elisabeth was to bear him a son who would be the forerunner and 
proclaim the coming redeemer. God in this way was also fulfilling 
their years of prayer for a child, even though they were so advanced 
in age. The child was to be called John, the name meaning 'the Lord 
is merciful', or 'the gracious gift of God'. 

Verse 14. His parents as well as any other will rejoice at the 
child's coming into the world. After so long a time without a 
prophet, the coming of John will be a great blessing to the devout 
followers of God. 

Verse 15. This child will be great in the sight of the Lord, so 
the reaction will be great rejoicing. He will neither drink wine nor 
any other strong drink. He will be constantly full of the Holy Ghost 
and receive from Him the necessary strength and inspiration to 
fulfill his divine calling. The Old Testament prophets were as a rule 
only temporarily filled with the Spirit, but John will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit from the beginning of his life. 

Verse 16. The true function of a prophet was to call the wayward 
and sinful people back to God and true righteousness (Jeremiah 3:17; 
Ezekiel 3:19, Daniel 9: 13). He will be successful. 

Verse 17. He will be more than any ordinary prophet. He will go 
before the Lord and prepare the way for the Messiah. What was 
prophesied in the last Old Testament Book of Malachi 3:1 "Behold, I 
will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come 
saith the Lord of hosts." 

In Malachi 4:5, "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet, 
before the great and terrible day of the Lord." Jesus Himself said of 
John that he was the prophet Elijah who was to come. Christ's coming 
brought the judgment of God in Israel because the majority of the 
people had refused to accept Him. 

The angel declares that John will appear in the manner of 
Elijah. The hearts of those in a family will be reunited. John's 
calling for repentance will cause those who answer that call to give 
up their sinful ways. This would bring the formerly rebellious into 
religious harmony with their believing ancestors (forefathers). All 
this works to prepare a people to be spiritually awakened and 
expectant of the coming of the Lord. 

Verse 18. Zacharias is overwhelmed. How can these things be? 

Elisabeth is not only barren, but also far advanced in age as he also 

is. He wants to believe but hesitates in asking for a sign of the 
truth of this prophecy. 

Verse 19. Certainly he knew the story of Abraham and Sarah who 
had been given Isaac in their advanced age. Sarah had also been 
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barren. His lack of belief in the absolute power and mercy of God is 
unmerited, so he is chastised. 

Zacharias calls himself 'an old man'. In contrast, the angel 
states: "I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and I was 
sent to speak unto thee, and to bring thee these glad tidings". How 
can Zacharias doubt such a message from such a messenger, sent from 
the immediate presence of God, especially to him? 

Verse 20. The sign asked for is given, but at the same time, it 
is a chastisement. He will, from that moment, until the birth of the 
promised son, be dumb. He doubted the message of Gabriel - yet it 
will come to pass, as God planned. 

Verse 21. Meanwhile, the people were waiting for the priest to 
come out from the Holy Place. The length of time was to be 
immediately after the incense was offered. Any delay brought 
increasing anxiety. 

Verse 22. Traditionally, the priest would come out and bless the 
people following that of Numbers 6:24-26. When Zacharias finally came 
out, the people were waiting. They immediately noticed that something 
extraordinary had happened. Zacharias not only didn't give the 
priestly prayer, but was waving his arms in an agitated way. They 
concluded that something supernatural had taken place. 

Verse 23. When the week of his service in the temple was 
completed, Zacharias went home. This was probably in a village in the 
mountainous region south of Jerusalem (verse 39). 

Verses 24,25. We can naturally assume that Zacharias wrote down 
the supernatural event that he had experienced in the temple, to his 
wife. His inability to speak was a certain sign of God's message. In 
a short period of time, Elisabeth became pregnant and withdrew from 
public life. It seems certain that Elisabeth believed and was 
extremely grateful to God for blessing her and her husband with a 
child at their advanced age - unquestionably a miracle. 

It also seems most likely that this divine promise was not 
shared with anyone else. Who would believe that such a thing could 
happen? 

After 5 months, however, the evidence would become obvious, and 
then no one could but accept that a miracle had indeed taken place. 
Then the rest of the promise made to Zacharias could also be believed 
by those around the couple. This gives us a picture from God's point 
of view, where what we call supernatural is natural to God. We can 
accept it because God revealed it and caused it to be recorded in His 
Word . 

Deuteronomy 29:29 - "the secret things belong unto the Lord our 
God; but the things that are revealed belong unto us and to our 
children . " 
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Luke 1:26-38. 

Verses 26,27. Six months after he had been sent to deliver the 
message to Zacharias, he was again sent to earth with the most 
momentous message of all time. His destination was a Galilean village 
called Nazareth. It was about 70 miles north-east of Jerusalem, in a 
valley on the northern side of the plain of Jezreel. It was 
surrounded by hills on all sides except the south. The village is 
still inhabited today and is called En-Nasirah. 

It was here that Gabriel was sent to speak to the virgin Mary. 
She was unmarried but was engaged to Joseph, a descendant of David. 
To be betrothed was a solemn promise of mutual faithfulness. 

Verses 28,29. When the angel Gabriel came to Mary, he greets her 
as one highly favored of God. Her reaction shows she is modest and 
serious. She is upset by such a greeting, not feeling worthy, but she 
considered it, thinking, and wondering what it could mean. 

Verses 30-33. Gabriel reassures her, that she has no reason to 
fear, that God has chosen her as the most special woman to bring 
forth a son who is to be called Jesus (this means 'the Lord is 
salvation). This promised Son is the One through whom God will 
accomplish the salvation of men. This child was to be unique - He 
shall be so great that He will be called the Son of the Most High. 

His excellence will exceed that of David - He will be given the 
throne of His father David. The throne is the symbol of supreme 
power. Only the Messiah-king promised in the Old Testament will have 
complete sovereignty, both spiritual and everlasting. This was to 
happen when all of creation will be brought in complete submission to 
God, when all things shall be under His feet, and satan and his 
followers will have been banished from His presence. 

Verse 34. Mary believes what the angel says will happen, 
although she does not understand how this is to come to pass. She 
acknowledges that she has had no physical relationship with a man. 

Verse 35. The angel replied by stating the miraculous conception 
was divine in origin. The Holy Spirit will overshadow her and by His 
power, she will conceive. She receives the power of the Most High. 
Wherefore that which is to be born shall be called Holy, the Son of 
God . 

Through His humanity, He will reveal His divinity. He will be 
free from all sin, therefore called holy. He had to be born of a 
woman to be human. It was just as important that He be perfectly 
holy, since, no sinful being could gain redemption for others. 
Gabriel emphasized that both of these circumstances would be present 
in Jesus. 

Verse 36. Gabriel now informs her that Elisabeth, her kinswoman, 
though barren and advanced in age, has conceived a son. This confirms 
the miraculous power of God, further strengthening Mary's faith. 
Elisabeth, who was called barren, was already six months pregnant. 
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Verse 37. Gabriel emphasizes the true power of God: "For no word 
from God shall be void of power." To state the same thing positively 
"Every word of God is full of power." Both mean that whatever God 
says will come to pass, because God has the omnipotent power to bring 
it to pass. 

Verse 38. Mary submits herself completely to God's will. 
"Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy 
Word." The highest honor ever conferred upon a woman was this - to 
become the mother of the Son of God. 

This did put Mary in an awkward and potentially dangerous 
position in reference to her betrothal to Joseph. Mary chose not to 
tell Joseph. How could he believe such an extraordinary explanation 
for her becoming pregnant before their marriage? 

Mary left the whole matter in God's hands. From Matthew 1:15 we 
are told of God communicating with Joseph the miraculous event that 
was to take place. The angel left, his commission being accomplished. 
Mary had accepted and submitted to God's will. 

Only Jesus was born without sin, and He shall be called the 
only-begotten of the Father, The Holy One. He will be the King of all 
those who believe as citizens in His spiritual kingdom unto eternity. 

Verses 39-45. Mary visits Elisabeth. 

Verses 39,40. After the angel left, Mary must have thought a lot 
about the news concerning Elisabeth being already six months 
pregnant. Within a few days, she felt compelled to go and see her. We 
are later told that Mary returned to Nazareth just before John's 
birth (verse 57), and stayed with Elisabeth three months. 

After her return, she would likely have been showing enough to 
be obviously with child. Joseph then began making plans to sequester 
her so she would not be publicly accused of infidelity and punished. 
During her stay with Elisabeth, God sent Gabriel to Joseph to explain 
the miraculous truth about Mary's pregnancy (Matthew 1:13-25). Mary 
would not be prepared to share her sacred experience with anyone. She 
had no proof, and who would believe her? 

Elisabeth, on the other hand, would be the most understanding 
person in the world, being the only other person that also had been 
visited by the angel - and the promises made to her had miraculously 
already begun and she was in her sixth month. After a journey of 
about 4 days, Mary came to the home of Zacharias in the village of 
the hilly region south of Jerusalem. 

Verses 41,42. When Mary enters their home, she greets Elisabeth. 
At the sound of her voice, Elisabeth's unborn child leaps for joy. 
This was an incomprehensible reaction except that it was the work of 
the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit in John saluting the Son of God 
already conceived within Mary by the power of that same Spirit. 

This reaction within Elisabeth brings her to realize that the 
holy child was reacting to someone also divinely blessed by God. The 
Holy Spirit inspired her to recognize that Mary was the mother of the 
promised Messiah. She calls out excitedly, "Blessed art thou above 
all other women . " 
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Elisabeth acknowledges also that, although conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, yet this child would be fully human, being born of the flesh 
and blood of Mary. 

Verses 43-45. Elisabeth also acknowledges that Mary's honor 
greatly exceeds her own. In humility she expressed the great 
privilege that she has been blessed by this visit by the mother of 
her Lord. She also praised Mary for ready acceptance of the word of 
God, having faith that what was promised, He would most certainly 
deliver. Elisabeth experienced exceeding great joy and expressed it 
with sincere thanksgiving. 

Verses 46-56. Mary's praise to the God. 

When Mary was called the mother of Elisabeth's Lord, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, she uttered a series of praises for what God was 
bringing to pass. Many of the verses are quotations from the Old 
Testament. It must be kept in mind that from their childhood, the 
devout Jews were taught the scriptures, especially Psalms, which were 
sung on special occasions and during worship, even in their homes. 

Mary's praise has been described as a hymn. From the Vulgate 
translation in Latin, it has been called the "Magnificat", and has 
been used as part of Christian worship from the earliest days. 

Verses 46-48. Mary begins by describing her personal feelings 
and experience, in an elegant and direct manner. She expresses her 
respectful gratitude for God's choosing her for such a great 
blessing. Though an unimportant, humble woman from the small town of 
Nazareth, from henceforth she will be called blessed. 

Verses 49,50. Here Mary praised God's might and holiness; He is 
The One who has done great things for her. His mercy has been shown 
continually from generation to generation on those that have respect 
and reverence, and honor Him by trying to follow His commandments. 

Verses 51-53. Here Mary extols the great principle of reversing 
the expectations of sinful men: the proud are scattered; princes have 
been taken from their thrones; on the opposite side He has lifted up 
those of low degree; filled the hungry, while the rich are sent away 
empty. 

Verses 54,55. He has kept mercy toward Israel, His servant. He 
promised Abraham that from his seed all the world would be blessed, 
through the coming of the Messiah. Mary speaks of these things as 
past, but that will continue until fulfilled completely. 

Verse 56. After spending 3 months with Zacharias and Elisabeth, 
she returned to Nazareth. We can only imagine the conversations of 
these two ladies, discussing the miraculous blessings they had both 
received from God, as well as their thoughts about the future and the 
great things that will be accomplished by their God-given children. 
Zacharias probably also communicated with them through writing. 

The fact that Mary leaves before the birth of John seems 
natural, because that event would involve a crowd of people and great 
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celebrations and excitement. Only now were the Old Testament 
prophecies and revelations concerning God to be understood through 
the incarnation of Christ. 

Verses 57-66. The Birth of John the Baptist. 

The allotted time had passed since the angel had appeared to 
Zacharias in the temple to announce the coming blessing of a child to 
the childless elderly couple. A miracle only possible through the 
power of God now comes to fruition in the birth of their promised 
child. 

Verses 57-58. Many neighbors and kin people came together to 
rejoice in this extraordinary event. 

Verses 59-61. On the 8 th day according to Ceremonial Law, the 
child was to be circumcised. Those that came thought that the child 
was to be named Zacharias after his father, as was a common custom 
among the Jews. Elisabeth had been told in writing from Zacharias 
that the child was to be called John, according to the word of the 
angel. Elisabeth firmly insists that his name was to be John. The 
crowd is surprised considering that no one in their family had that 
name . 

Verses 62,63. Elisabeth insists, so the crowd turns to Zacharias 
and makes questioning signs to him that he would clear up this 
apparent deviation from tradition. Zacharias asks for a tablet to 
write on and inscribes the word John there upon. "His name is John," 
no question or point to argue. The crowd is surprised at their joint 
firmness in saying that his name is John. 

Verse 64. Since Zacharias has now obeyed God's command 
concerning the baby's name, God released him from his chastisement. 
Zacharias began to speak, praising God. All saw that the Lord's hand 
was upon the child. 

The names were filled with meaning in God's dealing with men. 

Zacharias = God remembers His covenant. 

Elisabeth = God is absolutely faithful. 

John = God is merciful. 

Jesus = God saves, or the divine Savior. 

Verses 67-80. Zacharias Praises God. 

Verse 67. Being filled with the Holy Ghost and having regained 
his voice, Zacharias praises God for His mercy and salvation. 

Verses 68,69. He praised God for again visiting His people and 
again revealing His mercy in the coming Messiah. This salvation 
Zacharias describes as liberation from their enemies. The spiritual 
meaning is salvation from the guilt and power of sin. This will be 
accomplished through the prophesied Savior as promised to the house 
of David. Here it is referred to as a horn of salvation in the house 
of David. Zacharias knew of the promised Messiah's coming through the 
experience of Mary, which he learned of during her 3 month stay in 
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his house. John was not a descendant of David. 

Verse 70. All will come to pass in accordance with all of the 
foreshadowing and prophecies and promises of God as recorded by His 
prophets from the beginning. 

Verses 71-73. The salvation brought about through the Messiah is 
described in political terms. Yet verses 77-80 regard this salvation 
as spiritual. Christ's kingdom is not of this world (John 18:36). 

Verses 74-75. The final saving of men from the forces of 
darkness by Christ was to make a way for those believers to serve God 
in righteousness, free from the bondage of sin. 

Verses 76,77. Here Zacharias tells of the part his son will play 
as the forerunner of the Lord to make His ways straight. This means 
to bring people to the realization of their sin so they realize their 
need for a Savior. John will only give notice of the coming Redeemer. 

Most of the people of the time thought of the Messiah as the 
liberator from the oppression of Roman Rule. Their need was perceived 
as material and political, rather than recognition of their personal 
need for salvation. They regarded themselves as righteous, the Romans 
as pagans and outside the family of God, and believed that the 
Messiah was to drive these heathen out of the Holy Land. The herald 
of Christ must cause the people to realize their guilt and to confess 
their sins. They must also be made to realize the true oppressors 
they needed redemption from - the power of sin, the forces of 
darkness, and the condemnation and judgment of God. 

Verse 78. Within the tender mercy of God was the promise of the 
Savior, described as the sun of righteousness (Malachi 4:2) with 
healing in His wings. 

Verse 79. Christ as the dayspring was to appear to those sitting 
in darkness, and in the shadow of death. These words indicate the 
extent of the darkness and misery of the majority of mankind before 
the coming of Jesus. The bringing of light pointed to the way of 
redemption and reconciliation with God, through the redeeming work of 
Jesus which leads to peace and forgiveness. 

Verse 80. To wrap up the story of John's beginning, Luke 
describes the boy as growing up in body and becoming strong in the 
spirit. From the time of his maturity until the beginning of his 
public ministry, he lived in the desert regions to the west of the 
Dead Sea in Judea, preparing for his Godly mission. 

Luke 2:1-7. 

As the fullness of time had come, John the Baptist had been 
born. The promised redeemer, so longed for over the centuries, was 
now to be born. Luke, in a simple and matter of fact way, relates the 
narrative of the nativity of Jesus. 
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Verses 1-3. These historical circumstances caused Joseph and 
Mary to go to Bethlehem. The Roman Emperor, Caesar Augustus, had 
declared that all of the Empire was to be taxed. He ruled from 30 
B.C. until 14 A.D. He had succeeded in quashing many revolts and 
dealt with any and all opposition. Through 44 years of absolute rule 
over the Empire, he organized the system of authority, bringing an 
unprecedented outward order, safety, and ease of travel. All of these 
things were to help in the spreading of the church. 

God used him through his command to make the prophecy of Micah 
5:1 come to pass. To make certain everyone was taxed, a census had to 
be taken first. This collected name, occupation, property owned, and 
closest relations. The Jews were not required for military service, 
but were still under Roman rule. 

Luke calls this the first taxing, which took place when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. This was administered through Herod, 
Rome's appointed king of the Jews. Therefore, the Jewish custom of 
signing up according to their ancestry required them to go to their 
ancestral home, their native city. 

Verses 4,5. Since Joseph was of the house of David, he was 
required to return to Bethlehem, the birthplace of David about 1,000 
years before. It is still in existence, about six miles south of 
Jerusalem. This was not a difficult thing. The Jews, from earliest 
times, very carefully kept their genealogical tables up-to-date and 
accurate . 

By this time Mary was great with child and therefore Joseph felt 
it best to have her with him. It has been suggested that they were 
both aware of the prophecy of Micah that the Redeemer was to be born 
in Bethlehem. 

Verses 6,7. Because of the great number of people who had 
traveled to Bethlehem for the registration for taxing, there was no 
room at the inn. No one offered to give up their place, though Mary 
was obviously about to give birth. They ended up in a place where 
animals were kept. 

Early tradition states that this stable was in a cave. It was 
here that the Holy Child was born. He had left the presence and glory 
of God to be born, flesh and blood, a human child in the humblest of 
situations. He was laid in an animal's feed box. 

The date has not been recorded anywhere - the exact date 
unimportant compared with the importance of the event itself. Neither 
has the exact place been identified for certain. Possibly this is to 
avoid any superstitious worship of times and places. Christmas was 
first celebrated in Rome in 354 and has since been generally accepted 
throughout the Christian world. 

What a blessing was missed by the proprietors of the inn, who in 
their ignorance did not make a way for Mary and Joseph to be 
comfortable. 

Verses 8-20. The Shepherds of Bethlehem. 

Luke recounts this event in a direct and matter of fact way, 
though it was a truly miraculous event. After the Son of God was 
born, God wanted to announce and bring notice of this incarnation, 
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His only begotten Son. It is only appropriate that God would again 
use heavenly messengers to do so. They were sent to a group of simple 
shepherds and later to a few wise men from the east (Matthew 2). 

Verse 8. In fields like those that David kept sheep, was a small 
group of shepherds looking after their flocks overnight. 

Verse 9. Suddenly, an angel appeared near them, radiating God's 
glory. The shepherds were afraid of this sudden appearance. 

Verses 10,11. The first words of the angel are 'fear not'. But 
he goes on to explain the reason that they were not to fear - because 
of the glorious news that the promised Messiah has been born. This 
was a message to bring joy to all those who longed for His coming. He 
is Christ, the Lord, the Anointed One, the Messiah of God, His only 
begotten Son, the Great Prophet, Priest, and King, the Savior of the 
World. 

Verse 12. The angel tells them where to find the Holy Child. He 
would not be found in fancy and well-prepared comfort, but in the 
feedbox of an animal wrapped in scraps of clothing. No other baby in 
Bethlehem would be found thus. Therefore they could be certain when 
they found Him lying in the manger. 

Verse 13. All at once there appeared a host of angels with the 
messenger. They immediately begin to praise God for what He has done: 
"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, among men, who are 
pleasing to God." Only God is worthy of praise for this unique event. 
The peace which was brought by Jesus was the inner peace with God 
which is spread abroad in their hearts by the Holy Spirit, which is 
naturally to a peaceful attitude in dealing with their fellow man. 
Only those redeemed by God through Christ would have this peace as 
children of God. 

Verse 15. The heavenly host, though appearing suddenly, departed 
gradually, so that the shepherds could watch them ascending to 
heaven. By all this, the shepherds would have no doubt that God had 
sent these celestial messengers; therefore, their message must be 
true . 

Verse 16. They quickly make their way to Bethlehem. The details 
of time elapsed in their search is neither recorded nor essential. 
The point was that they did find Joseph and Mary, and the Holy Child 
in a manger. 

Verse 17. Because these shepherds are the first to receive the 
glad tidings, they in turn become the first proclaimers of what they 
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had seen and heard to anyone they came in contact with. 

Verses 18,19. We are told that Mary kept all these events and 
pondered them in her heart. All added to the original message given 
to her by Gabriel, to show the genuine truth of that message, and to 
give her understanding of the divine glory of her child. It is most 
likely that these details were told to Luke by Mary herself. 

Verse 20. The shepherds found the child as described by the 
heavenly host, and left glorifying God as the source of everything 
that had happened. Only through the coming of Christ could men 
approach God without fear. 

Jesus came from the unseen world, and returned to it. His 
dominion includes the whole created universe and includes mercy and 
loving-kindness towards His Redeemed Ones. 

Verses 21-40. Jesus Dedicated and Circumcised, Simeon and Anna. 

These verses show how central the revelation of the promised 
Redeemer was throughout the Old Testament Scriptures. From the birth 
of Jesus onward we see this close relationship of the Old Testament 
to the New Testament. 

Verse 21. "When the fulness of time had come God sent forth His 
Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law." - Galatians 4:4. 

In order to fulfill all righteousness, Jesus was obligated to 
perform all the requirements of the Law. The eighth day circumcision 
and the purification after a birth required sacrifices and the 
sprinkling of blood. This was because each human being was born in 
sin. That this was done also to Jesus to show submission to the Law, 
identifying Himself with His people. Later He was to receive the 
baptism of John. 

The name Jesus (Jehovah the Savior) is given at the circumcision 
of the child as commanded by God through Gabriel. 

Verses 22-24. According to Leviticus 12, a woman was 
ceremonially impure for 40 days after a birth. The child also goes 
through this purification. After the 40 day period a lamb as a burnt 
offering, and a pigeon as a sin offering were to be brought to the 
temple. Poor people were allowed to bring a pigeon in place of the 
lamb. Joseph and Mary showed their economic situation by bringing two 
pigeons. The sacrifices symbolized the penalty of sin as death. The 
animal took the guilt and penalty to cover the guilt and penalty of 
the one who brings the sacrifice. This always had to be done for a 
first-born son. (Exodus 13.) 

The blessed couple also brought the baby Jesus to present Him to 
the Lord, and consecrate Him to the service of God. Never before was 
this consecration fulfilled so perfectly as in the life of Jesus. 
From the beginning Jesus submitted to God's will, completely and 
voluntarily . 
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Verse 25. Even during such dark days as were then experienced by 
the nation of Israel, there were nevertheless a remnant of true 
believers who were praying for and yearning for the coming of 
Messiah. Of the devout people in Jerusalem at that time was the 
faithful Simeon. He was continually inspired by the Holy Spirit, and 
he was told that he would not die before he sees the promised 
Redeemer . 

Verses 27,28. Under the guidance of the Spirit, he went to the 
Temple before Joseph and Mary brought the Holy Child. When they 
arrive to fulfill the customs of the Law, Simeon takes the Child into 
his arms and praises God for this great blessing granted him. 

Verses 29-32. His words echo those of a servant who was 
commissioned by his master to watch for the coming One, and when that 
One arrived then he would be through with his work and he could go in 
peace, as God had promised. 

Simeon had been told to wait for the rising of the "Sun of 
righteousness" (Malachi 4:2). Now that He held the Child, he looked 
upon the redemption of God incarnate in Jesus Christ. This salvation 
God has prepared to be observed, and offered to all people, not just 
the nation of Israel. The whole world sits in the darkness of 
ignorance, sin, and hopelessness. Jesus will bring light that all may 
be able to see the glorious privilege of forgiveness and salvation 
even to the Gentiles. 

In the course of time it will be seen that the glory of Israel 
comes from the Messiah being promised, prophesied, and prepared for, 
in the line of David, in the town of Bethlehem. 

Verse 33. Even though Joseph and Mary had been told by Gabriel 
of the Holiness of their child, His supernatural conception, plus the 
glorious message of the shepherds that He was the promised Messiah, 
they were not able to fully grasp the importance and potential of the 
Child's divine mission. 

The inspired words of Simeon bring further information about the 
divine majesty and the universal significance of His Coming, and made 
the couple 'marvel' . 

Verse 34. Simeon then prays for blessings upon them. He then 
turns to Mary and for the first time she is told of the coming 
struggle and suffering. Jesus will be as a stone over which some will 
trip, fall, and die, but others will be enabled to rise up and be 
saved. Those who rely on their own strength and merit, and are proud, 
do not know their own need and condemnation. Others who humbly 
realize their sin and need for a Savior, will come to Him and be 
raised up by His gift of forgiveness and reconciliation with God. 

The climax of resistance to the Savior was seen in His 
Crucifixion. Afterwards judgment came upon the Jewish nation and they 
ceased to exist as a nation. 

Verse 35. Certainly for Mary to watch Jesus' crucifixion was the 
sword piercing her soul. The coming of Jesus will cause "the thoughts 
of many hearts to be revealed". A person's true motives or desires 
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will be revealed by whether they accept or reject the Savior. 

Verses 36,37. Another true believer in the God of Israel is 
drawn to the Child. She is Anna, a prophetess, through whom God has 
revealed this gift to men. She was of the tribe of Asher (one of the 
so-called lost ten tribes). When Anna had only been married for seven 
years, her husband had died. The rest of her life she remained 
unmarried. Her approximate age was over 100 years. She spent most of 
her time in the Temple in prayer and fasting. 

Verse 38. She also lived in expectation and longing for the 
promised Redeemer. When she saw the Child, she knew He was the 
Christ, and praised God as the Faithful One who brought to pass what 
He had promised - the redemption though the Messiah. She readily 
shared this revelation among the faithful. 

Verse 39. Luke does not mention the Wise Men's visit, or the 
flight of Joseph and Mary to Egypt (Matthew 2). After the death of 
Herod, they were warned by God, to return to Nazareth. Luke skips 
over these events and records their return to Nazareth. 

Verse 40. The first 12 years of Jesus' life are summarized in 
this verse. As a human child, He passed through the normal processes 
of physical and spiritual growth, and maturity. His intellectual, 
moral, and spiritual growth was equally real as His physical growth. 
His growth and maturity took place without the influence of sin or 
defect. He was the first perfect example of what man was designed to 
be. The true wisdom and grace of God was guiding, protecting, and 
supporting Him. 

Everyone at some point must choose for or against the Gift of 
Jesus Christ. 

Verses 41-52. Jesus among the Doctors in the Temple. 

The teaching of the Apostles dealt mostly with Jesus' public 
ministry, from His baptism by John through the crucifixion, 
resurrection, and ascension. Only gradually did these early events 
become known mostly through the witness of Mary. Only this record 
found in Luke records this event in the young life of Jesus. 

Verse 41. By this time, most Jews only went to the Temple to 
celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem each year. Joseph and Mary 
followed this custom. 

Verse 42. When Jesus was 12, He went with His parents. The 
following year He would join the religious community as a responsible 
member (Bar Mitzvah - which takes place when the Jewish boy is 13). 

Verses 43,44. When the 7 festival days were over, Joseph and 
Mary left with a company that had gone from their area around 
Nazareth. Joseph may have thought Jesus was with Mary, she also 
supposing He was with Joseph. At the end of a day's journey, it was 
the custom to gather together for the night at a normal stopping 
place. At that time the parents came to realize that Jesus was not 
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among the company, and that He must have stayed in Jerusalem. They 
had trusted Jesus to be where He was supposed to be. They had not 
thought that He would stay at the temple to learn from the doctors 
there. 

Verses 45-57. The following morning, they returned to Jerusalem, 
arriving that night. The next morning, they discovered that He had 
stayed in the temple. He was sitting in one of the courts where a 
number of Jewish doctors gathered to give opinions among themselves 
as was customary after festivals. Jesus was attentive during these 
disputations, then asked questions, and sometimes questions were 
asked of Him. This was the traditional way to receive instruction - 
asking and answering questions. His questions and answers showed 
exceptional insight and understanding so that the doctors were quite 
surprised at one so young to be so perceptive, without pride or 
arrogance. 

Verse 48. Mary especially worried when Jesus was not found among 
their fellow travelers. She is first to express her concern and 
motherly affection and anxiety: "Son, why hast thou thus dealt with 
us? Behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing." 

They, as normal human parents, reacted as any parents would, 
even though their Child was the Christ of God. It was possibly not 
until after His resurrection and Ascension that Mary realized fully 
who He is. 

Verse 49. Jesus replies in amazement. He had not been worried 
that He hadn't seen His parents for a few days. He therefore did not 
think they would be worried about Him. He at this early age was self- 
reliant and intellectually curious. He expresses surprise that they 
didn't know where He would naturally be - in the Temple finding out 
about the concerns of His Father. He wanted to know about the 
Scriptures, the Temple service, and the understanding and knowledge 
among the doctors of the Law. Jesus identifies himself as the Son of 
God, not the son of Joseph. 

To the child Jesus, His calling is the most important - that of 
serving His Father. He is surprised that Joseph and Mary had not 
realized it . 

Verse 50. In their humanity, the couple could not take in the 
actual meaning of Jesus' words. 

Verse 51. He did go with them, returning to Nazareth and 
remained obedient to them, fulfilling the God-given requirement as 
stated in the 10 Commandments. This event was kept in Mary's heart, 
and therefore only she could relate this to Luke. 

Verse 52. Luke here again summarizes the next 18 or so years of 
Jesus until He began to appear publicly. 

Apparently, He grew up with several brothers and sisters (Mark 
6:3). Joseph as a carpenter would train Jesus in that vocation. 
During this period, Joseph died. It is assumed that Jesus took over, 
providing for the family, until the beginning of His ministry. In 
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those times, this would include building houses, making furniture, 
and other household items, and farm implements such as ploughs and 
yokes. In Jesus' parables we see many indications of His familiarity 
with these things: the foundations of houses; hands turned to a 
plough; taking up His yoke, which makes the load light, etc. 

Luke's summary of these years: "Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and thus also in favor with God and man." 
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Luke 3:1-20 - Preaching of John the Baptist. 

1 Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tibe'ri-us Caesar, 
Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of 
Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturae'a and of the 
region of Trachoni 1 tis, and Lysa'ni-as the tetrarch of Abile'ne, 

2 Annas and Cai'aphas being the high priests, the word of God came 
unto John the son of Zechari'ah in the wilderness. 

3 And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the 
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; 

4 as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
saying, 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

5 Every valley shall be filled, 

and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 

6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God. 

7 Tf Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized 
of him, 0 generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not 
to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I say 
unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto 
Abraham . 

9 And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: every 
tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and 
cast into the fire. 

10 U And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? 

11 He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let 
him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do 
likewise . 

12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, and said unto him, 
Master, what shall we do? 

13 And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is 
appointed you. 

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what 
shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither 
accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages. 

15 Tf And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in 
their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; 

16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with 
water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I 
am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy 
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Ghost and with fire: 

17 whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he 
will burn with fire unquenchable. 

18 Tf And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the 
people . 

19 But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Hero'di-as his 
brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done, 

20 added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison. 

As Luke prepares to tell us about the public ministry of Jesus, 
he gives us a brief account of the public ministry of John, who 
served to prepare the way for Jesus. He therefore gives only a 
general outline of John's ministry as the forerunner of the Saviour. 

Verses 1,2. Luke gives us some historical indicators to record 
the time. Jesus began his ministry about 6 months later. John was 
told by God to begin in the 15 th year of Tiberius - best reckoning 
that to be 27 A.D. He also mentions that Pilate was procurator of 
Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, Herod's brother Philip the tetrarch 
of Iturea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias of Abilene. 

Approximate dates: Pilate ruled 26 A.D. - 36 A.D., Herod 4 B.C. 
- 39 A.D., Philip from 4 B.C. - 34 A.D. Lysanias is not known. Luke 
then mentions the high priesthood - listing 2 names. Annas had been 
high priest from 6 - 15 A.D. when he was fired by the Roman governor. 
His son-in-law Caiaphas became high priest but Annas kept a large 
amount of influence - thus listing these two together showed the 
actual state of affairs. 

Besides the time setting as 27 A.D. - listing all these 
important people gives a rather dark picture of the situation 
politically as well as religiously when John and then Jesus began 
their respective ministries. Much cruelty and corruption was part of 
Roman rule throughout the empire. The Holy Land was arbitrarily 
divided up and rulers appointed - most of whom were unscrupulous and 
immoral. In the religious life Rome had major influence by 
appointing, then deposing the high priests, if they displeased Roman 
authority. It was then that God gave word to John to begin. 

Verse 3. After over 400 years without a prophet in Israel, John 
was called. Because part of his mandate was baptism - he was to be 
near water and most likely was on the banks of the river Jordan in 
the vicinity of Jericho. He preached the baptism of repentance for 
remission of sins. He called the people to repent. Those who 
confessed and desired to change their life were assured that God 
granted a pardon to them. Baptism was the public sign and seal of 
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that pardon. Baptism is the symbol of the washing away of guilt 
through forgiveness. 

In the past, only the non-Jew was baptized when accepted into 
the Jewish faith. To baptize those born Jewish was new - thus John 
became known by this right as "The Baptist". This also suggested that 
just being born as one of the chosen people was not enough - this was 
part of John's message. 

Verses 4-6. The ministry of John fulfilled prophecy of the Old 
Testament especially Isaiah. John is the voice calling the people to 
prepare for the coming of God's Savior. The focus and desires of the 
people need to change in order to be ready and able to accept the 
redemption that Jesus was to bring. The crooked selfish ways must be 
left behind and the straight path followed. The path of righteousness 
to God leads to salvation. 

This was absolutely necessary because the people were 
spiritually and morally bankrupt. Also John had to reshape their 
beliefs about the Messiah. Most Jews of those times looked for a 
Messiah to be political, to deliver them from the oppression of the 
Roman Empire. John had to convince them that their greatest need was 
not a political solution, but a personal and spiritual deliverance 
from their own sinfulness. John had to show that this need would be 
met by God's true Messiah; this was His true mission. The people must 
be ready and expect Him. Everything prepared - He will surely come 
and all will see Him. All will make a decision. Not all will accept 
Him - but there is no middle ground. Those that are prepared He will 
redeem. Those that aren't are doomed. 

Verses 7-9. A brief outline shows how John fulfilled the 
prophecies concerning him preparing the way. Also because of the 
supernatural events before, and after, his birth - he was widely 
known as exceptional. When he began preaching, great multitudes came 
to hear him. 

Luke mentions a few, but typical, examples of John's message. He 
draws attention to their sins and calls on them to repent. He warns 
and threatens them about judgment on those who refuse to turn to God. 
He calls them self satisfied and full of pride - just coming to hear 
him is not enough. 

The point is repentance - baptism is the outward sign of the 
inward change. He calls the people a generation of vipers, trying to 
avoid God's wrath. Like snakes when the grass is on fire, they try to 
escape. He says they must produce good fruit to prove true 
repentance . 



34 

Lesson II continued 

Verse 8. He warns them not to rely on being descendants of 
Abraham to avoid the coming wrath of God. By saying that God can 
raise the scattered stones of the desert, to be the people of faith, 
it has been suggested that He is thinking of these stones as Gentiles 
who also would be offered the Gospel. The nation of Israel rejected 
Jesus and in 70 A.D. came their destruction and desolation. The true 
children of Abraham are spiritual, no matter the people or nation. 

Verse 9. They are warned: the axe is about to sever the root of 
the tree. There is no time to put this off. 

Verses 10, 11. The people get the point and ask for a way out, 
as if John had some secret plan. However, he replies that they are to 
show their repentance by being unselfish in their present 
circumstances, and to snow love to their neighbor. This is the well 
known command of God. 

Verses 12, 13. The Publicans were agents of Rome who collected 
duties from the people. As such, they were despised by the people. 
The publicans also desired to escape the wrath to come. What must 
they do? John doesn't tell them to quit their unpopular jobs, but to 
be fair and honest, and not abuse their position by extorting money 
for their own pockets. 

Verse 14. Even soldiers - who were supposed to uphold and 
enforce the law, were not told to find other work. Instead, they were 
told to be content with their pay and not use violence to get money 
for themselves. 

Verses 15, 16. Because of his calling people to God, many began 
to wonder if John was the promised Messiah. In no uncertain terms 
John said No - he pointed to Christ as the coming Redeemer. He 
emphasizes that his work is merely to prepare - his baptism is only 
outward. Christ will bring about inward purification and renewal. His 
will be the true baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire. Fire in this 
sense is purifying by burning off the chaff, yet preserving the 
wheat. They will be delivered from the power and penalty of sin. John 
places himself below a servant who would untie his master's 
shoelaces . 

As one tosses the threshed-out wheat - the chaff is blown away 
while the grain falls to the ground - so will Jesus separate the 
people. This true Messiah will bring judgment upon His own people as 
well as all others. John declares judgment on all who reject this 
offer of repentance. 

Verse 18. Though Luke only includes a few examples of John's 
typical pronouncements - he does announce the Good News - the Gospel. 
The messiah will come and bring forgiveness of sins, inward renewal 
and purification through the Spirit to all who truly turn to God. 

Verses 19, 20. John mentions the fact that the Baptist preached 
against Herod Antipas because of his sin of stealing his brother's 
wife. He also put out his own wife, daughter of Aretas IV of Arabia. 
This eventually led to John's arrest and imprisonment. John was later 
beheaded - through the plotting of Herodias (the infamous wife). 
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The preaching of the church has been and always should include 
the true nature of man in sin and rebelling against God. That God's 
justice demands punishment. No one has any hereditary, or personal 
dignity or importance, or outward piety that pleases God or meets His 
standard. 

Only One ever has or ever will - Jesus. It is to Him we must 
turn, realizing our own guilt and helplessness, and hopelessness. One 
Savior, one Jesus, one Redeemer, one Hope, one Help, one Answer, one 
Christ our Lord. 
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Luke 3:21-4:1-13 



21 If Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that 
Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, 

22 and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon 
him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased. 

23 U And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being 
(as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, 

24 which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, which 
was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son 
of Joseph, 

25 which was the son of Mattathi'as, which was the son of Amos, 
which was the son of Nahum, which was the son of Esli, which was the 
son of Nag'gai, 

26 which was the son of Ma'ath, which was the son of Mattathi'as, 
which was the son of Sem'e-i, which was the son of Joseph, which was 
the son of Judah, 

27 which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which 
was the son of Zerub'babel, which was the son of She-al 1 ti-el, which 
was the son of Neri, 

28 which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Addi, which 
was the son of Cosam, which was the son of Elmo' dam, which was the 
son of Er, 

29 which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eli-e'zer, which 
was the son of Jorim, which was the son of Matthat, which was the son 
of Levi, 

30 which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of Judah, which 
was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son 
of Eli'akim, 

31 which was the son of Me'le-a, which was the son of Menan, which 
was the son of Mat'tatha, which was the son of Nathan, which was the 
son of David, 

32 which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, which was 
the son of Boaz, which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of 
Nahshon, 

33 which was the son of Ammin'adab, which was the son of Ram, which 
was the son of Hezron, which was the son of Pharez, which was the son 
of Judah, 

34 which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, which 
was the son of Abraham, which was the son of Terah, which was the son 
of Nahor, 

35 which was the son of Serug, which was the son of Re'u, which was 
the son of Peleg, which was the son of Eber, which was the son of 
Salah, 

36 which was the son of Ca-i'nan, which was the son of 
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Arphax'ad, which was the son of Shem, which was the son of Noah, 
which was the son of Lamech, 

37 which was the son of Methu'selah, which was the son of Enoch, 
which was the son of Jared, which was the son of Mahal' aleel, which 
was the son of Ca-i'nan, 

38 which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which was 
the son of Adam, which was the son of God. 

Chapter 4:1-13. 

1 And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and 
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, 

2 being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days he did 
eat nothing: and when they were ended, he afterward hungered. 

3 And the devil said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, command 
this stone that it be made bread. 

4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall 
not live by bread alone, Deut. 8.3 but by every word of God. 

5 And the devil, taking him up into a high mountain, showed unto 
him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. 

6 And the devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, 
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to 
whomsoever I will, I give it. 

7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 

8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: 
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 

and him only shalt thou serve. 

9 And he brought him to Jerusalem, and set him on a pinnacle of 
the temple, and said unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 
thyself down from hence: 

10 for it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee: 

11 and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time 
thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

12 And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God. 

13 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed 
from him for a season. 

Jesus had become by this time, a mature man, well-prepared 
physically and spiritually. It is time for the beginning of His 
public ministry. First he goes to John to be baptized by him. The 
three other Gospels give more detail of this event. Luke only 
includes what God did and said after the baptism itself. He is 
concerned about what God revealed about Jesus at the beginning of his 
public appearance. 
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3:21. Those of the Jewish people who had turned to God are not 
numbered, but a great many had by this time come to John. It was then 
that Jesus went and was baptized by John. By His submitting to this 
rite, the Sinless One took the sin of mankind upon Himself. He offers 
Himself as the Substitute, to be identified with and represent the 
sinful race of man. This was the outward and public sign that He 
accepted His work of redemption which began here and which was not to 
be completed until His suffering and death. 

Jesus was praying in communion with God, when the heaven opened 
- a brief window to the majesty and glory of the father and Jesus. 
Jesus and also John (read John 1:32) saw the Holy Spirit descending 
from heaven in the form of a dove - a symbol of purity, innocence, 
beauty, and peace. This means Jesus was henceforth completely 
equipped to fulfill the role of Messiah and Redeemer - openly shown 
in public as a further sign of His designation as the Christ of God. 
His eternal Son-ship is further confirmed by a voice from heaven 
saying, "Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

Verse 22. "in Thee I am well pleased" - in reference to 
everything Jesus had done up to this time - all within God's will. 
Now He was especially in God's will by submitting to baptism - 
officially and publicly taking on the work of redemption, ultimately 
leading to the Cross. In Christ Jesus, heaven has been opened to us, 
and the way prepared. We have been redeemed and become God's children 
by that Redemption. 

Verses 23-38 - The Genealogical Table of Jesus. Having shown the 
background of Jesus and beginning of His public ministry, Luke chose 
to place the genealogical table here. 

Verse 23. He mentions the age of Jesus (the only one to do so) 
as about 30 years old. Genealogical tables had been compiled and 
updated for many centuries. Public registers were kept, and many 
families also did. 

Luke obtained a copy of the genealogical table of Mary's father 
Heli. Since it was not customary to insert the name of a woman in 
such a list he added (as was supposed) the son of Joseph - in Luke 1 
& 2 he has recorded that Jesus was solely the son of Mary. In Matthew 
we find the family tree of Joseph who was legally Jesus' father 
(though only stepfather, actually). This table is quite different 
from Luke's. Yet, it clearly establishes Davidic descent legally. 

As Luke had been writing for Romans and Greeks, Jesus' Davidic 
descent was not essential. Luke wanted to show Jesus' actual human 
descent through David, Abraham, to Adam the son of God. That Mary was 
a descendant of David was never disputed during the early centuries. 
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Verses 24-38. By going all the way back to Adam, Luke shows 
Jesus' ancestry not only from the Jewish line to Abraham, but before 
the existence of that line. He shows the family tree of all mankind 
which began with Adam - the son of God in that he was created by God 
as a mature man. Jesus becomes the second Adam - born of woman but 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. Many books have been written that go 
into the details of these lists identifying as many of the unfamiliar 
names and their places on the lists. 

Chapter 4:1-13 - The Temptation. Because of His inward purity, 
temptations in His case could only come from the outside. 
Nevertheless, Jesus was exposed to all the temptations common to all 
people. (Read Hebrews 2:17,18.) 

Jesus' sympathy for the sinner does not depend on the experience 
of giving in but the experience of how strong the temptation to sin 
is. Only those who don't give in know the complete strength of 
temptation. Jesus faced temptations throughout His life - as a child, 
a youth, and as an adult - as all of us do. He triumphed over all of 
them . 

Nevertheless, these were a set apart - these tempting Jesus as 
the Messiah. This was directly after Jesus' baptism, His acceptance 
of the role of Saviour. The very plan of Redemption is put on the 
line - if Jesus had given in at any point, Redemption would be 
canceled. He had to face the ruler of all that is opposed to God - 
satan himself. 

Verses 1, 2. Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
deal with the temptations of satan. It was only at the end of 40 days 
that Jesus became conscious of physical hunger. Certainly, Jesus was 
tired as well. It is at this extreme the enemy becomes most vicious. 

Verse 3. The evil one begins his attack with the infamous "If 
thou art the Son of God," to force Jesus to doubt. Jesus at His 
weakest surely must think He is forsaken. It doesn't work - satan 
then appeals to selfishness, and impatience. Why should He be hungry 
if He has power and authority to turn stones into bread? 

Verse 4. Jesus remains within the will of the Father and knows 
such giving in was contrary to that will. So He replies quoting 
scripture (Deuteronomy 8:3). This points to God, not bread, as the 
necessary sustainer of life. Material bounty has no value if it does 
not include God's blessing. Jesus' trust is not in bread but His 
faith in God, His relationship with God, His doing the will of God. 
In Matthew IV: God sent angels to give Jesus what He needed. 

Verse 5. Satan provides Jesus with a vision of all the kingdoms 
of the world in a moment. 

Verses 6, 7. The devil declares that he controls all of these 
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kingdoms. Since Jesus has come to form a kingdom, satan can 
immediately provide Him with all of these. This tempts Jesus to avoid 
the path of suffering, rejection, and death. Though only within the 
overruling and permissive will of God did satan actually have power - 
and only to the extent that people surrender by sin to the evil one. 
satan's claim that he can turn over power to whoever he pleases is 
another half truth - only God has that power. 

Verse 8. Jesus rejects the temptation and commands satan to 
leave - Jesus closes the argument by again quoting Holy Scripture 
(Deuteronomy 6:13), thus acknowledging the absolute authority of the 
Word of God. This is the strength and guide of His life as Man. Jesus 
doesn't argue with the crafty one. He gives the father of lies a 
final dose of Truth. That closes the question. This shows those who 
looked for an earthly Messiah that Jesus was not here for that - 
ensuring His rejection by the majority of the Jewish nation. 

Verses 9-11. Here a further temptation. Jesus is taken in spirit 
to a high pinnacle of the temple - again trying to cause doubt. Satan 
suggests that if Jesus cast Himself down, God would send His angels 
to preserve Him (quoted from 91:11,12). Satan leaves out the words 
" ... in all thy ways . " 

Verse 12. Jesus rejects any suggestion that He should test the 
faithfulness of God by putting Himself in such a selfish unlawful 
danger. To test God thus foolishly proves that one does not trust God 
completely. Jesus does not argue - don't argue with a liar - just 
give him a dose of Truth. Deuteronomy 6:16 - "Ye shall not tempt the 
Lord your God," to see how far you can go. All these temptations were 
to draw Jesus from God's Will. 

Verse 13. "When the devil had ended every kind of temptation he 
departed until a suitable time." - Alternate translation. Lesson to 
be learned - Our Saviour was victorious over the most extreme and 
malicious attacks of satan - even those in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
He has conquered satan - What should we be afraid of - darts, small 
temptations or large? Through Jesus are we also conquerors. Scripture 
remains the best defense against anything satan can invent to draw us 
away from the will of God. 
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Luke 4:14-44. 

14 If And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: 
and there went out a fame of him through all the region round about. 

15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all. 

16 If And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as 
his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and 
stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Isaiah. 
And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was 
written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

19 to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. 

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears. 

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's 
son? 

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb, 
Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Caper 'na- 
um, do also here in thy country. 

24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in 
his own country. 

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the 
days of Eli'jah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 

26 but unto none of them was Eli'jah sent, save unto Zar'ephath, a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eli'sha the 
prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Na'aman the Syrian. 

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, 
were filled with wrath, 

29 and rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto 
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might 
cast him down headlong. 

30 But he, passing through the midst of them, went his way, 

31 and came down to Caper 'na-um, a city of Galilee, and taught them 
on the sabbath days. 

32 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with 
power. 

33 If And in the synagogue there was a man, which had a spirit of an 
unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice, 

34 saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus 
of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art; 
the Holy One of God. 
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35 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of 
him. And when the devil had thrown him in the midst, he came out of 
him, and hurt him not. 

36 And they were all amazed, and spake among themselves, saying, 
What a word is this! for with authority and power he commandeth the 
unclean spirits, and they come out. 

37 And the fame of him went out into every place of the country 
round about. 

38 If And he arose out of the synagogue, and entered into Simon's 
house. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever; and 
they besought him for her. 

39 And he stood over her, and rebuked the fever; and it left her: 
and immediately she arose and ministered unto them. 

40 If Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with 
divers diseases brought them unto him; and he laid his hands on every 
one of them, and healed them. 

41 And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou 
art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to 
speak: for they knew that he was Christ. 

42 If And when it was day, he departed and went into a desert place: 
and the people sought him, and came unto him, and stayed him, that he 
should not depart from them. 

43 And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of God to other 
cities also: for therefore am I sent. 

44 And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee. 

Luke 4:14-32 - Jesus Driven from Nazareth. 

In telling about the public ministry, Luke chooses what to 
include and what to omit. He does not include those events recounted 
in Mark 6-8, and some details mentioned by John. 

Several of the details suggest that this is not Jesus' first 
public appearance after the temptation, but that much had already 
taken place. 

Luke is writing to a non-Jewish audience and therefore depicts 
those events that clearly show Jesus as Savior of all who believe in 
Him. Here Jesus preaches about Redemption coming to those outside of 
Israel. 

Verses 14,15. A general description of Jesus' actions during 
that period in Galilee caused a great sensation. He was highly 
popular with the people. 

Verses 16,17. After an unstated period of time in Galilee, Jesus 
came to His old hometown of Nazareth. The people had heard of His 
growing fame and were curious to see and hear Him. 

As was His custom from His youth, Jesus went to the synagogue on 
the Sabbath. Jesus stood up as a sign that He wished to speak. It was 
a custom to allow visiting rabbis such an opportunity; the head of 
the synagogue had the book of Isaiah given to Jesus, a portion of 
which was next to be read. 

Verses 18,19. He read Isaiah 61:1,2 and a phrase from Isaiah 

58:6. 
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Verse 20. He rolled up the book (parchment scroll) and sat down 
on the customary platform to deliver His message. Rabbis usually 
proceeded with explanations and instruction rather than orations. All 
eyes of His old acquaintances were fastened expectantly on Him. 

Verse 21. Luke gives a brief account of the main theme. Jesus 
declares that the prophecy He had read had been fulfilled in His own 
person - that He was the One anointed by God to proclaim glad tidings 
to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim deliverance to 
captives of sin, to give sight to the blind, to lift up the downcast, 
to proclaim "the acceptable year of the Lord" - the time of the 
Messiah through Whom God will give salvation to His people. 

Verse 22. The authority and conviction of His words had an 
immediate favorable effect. The turning point came when they 
remembered that this was only a son of Joseph, an ordinary carpenter, 
so familiar to them. What had begun with amazement became skepticism 
& indifference, like "Who does he think he is?" 

Verse 23. Jesus immediately noticed the change of attitude and 
said they would likely quote him the proverb - "Physician, heal 
thyself, " that they now doubt all that they have heard about Him, and 
His own claims to greatness. They had to have proof. 

Verses 24-27. To further prove that prophets of God had been 
similarly treated - He recounts the cases with Elija and Elisha - who 
not being accepted by their own people were consequently sent by God 
to people outside of Israel (pagans). 

Jesus refuses their demand for signs and wonders to prove His 
claims. They missed the whole point of the Salvation He was offering. 

Verse 28. These examples enrage the people in the synagogue. 

Verse 29. Nazareth is situated in the hollow between three peaks 
of a mountain. The Jews drove Jesus to one of them - with the purpose 
of pushing Him over. 

Verses 30,31. How Jesus actually did this, we are not told, but 
since it was not yet His time to lay down His life - He walked 
through them and went again to Capernaum to continue His ministry. 

Verse 32. His words are welcome and the hearers were surprised 
at the power and authority of His teaching. The scribes and rabbis 
usually spoke from the traditions, written by former scribes and 
rabbis - many detailed explanations and opinions. 

Jesus uniquely spoke Absolute Truth based on His divinity as the 
Son of God. Part of Jesus' unique preaching was His description of 
the utter misery of the human race, their complete spiritual 
blindness. This darkness of sin He had come to cure - to bring the 
light - the quote from Isaiah clearly shows this. He has come to 
bring deliverance to the poor, blind captives crushed by sin - 
through Himself. 
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Verses 33-37. Demon Possession cured in Capernaum. It becomes 
apparent that the devil and his demons were completely aware of who 
Jesus was and that He had come to destroy the works of the devil. 
They on the other hand were going to try to fight - and hamper Him - 
to disturb whenever possible. Jesus had to show His authority over 
the evil spirits - that He had overcome the power of The Evil One. In 
the Gospels, several examples are recorded about the casting out of 
these destructive spirits. 

Verses 33,34. While Jesus is teaching at the synagogue, He was 
suddenly interrupted by a man crying out with a loud voice - 
possessed of "a spirit of an unclean demon." - shouting "Ah! What 
have we to do with Thee, Thou Jesus of Nazareth?" This is a cry of 
fear - that his destruction has come. He recognizes Jesus as the Holy 
One of God. 

Verse 35. Jesus doesn't argue, but immediately rebukes the demon 
and commands him to shut up and come out of the poor man. The demon 
threw the man down and left him, but the man was not injured. 

Verses 36,37. The people who witnessed this were astonished; 
they had never before seen such an authoritative and powerful defeat 
of a demon possession. The story was immediately told and retold 
throughout the vicinity. 

Note: in the New Testament, demon possession always means that a 
person is dominated by a demon spirit - and tormented by him. It is 
distinguished - especially by Luke (the physician) from cases of 
ordinary illness, insanity (lunacy), deafness, lameness, or ordinary 
defects and diseases. It seems to have been especially frequent 
during Jesus' ministry. 

Verses 38-44. Jesus came to save people in body and soul - 
throughout the Gospels He is the Great Physician. 

Verses 38,39. At Peter's house in Capernaum, his mother-in-law 
has come down with a serious fever. After Jesus stood over her, he 
authoritatively rebuked the fever. She was immediately healed and 
regained enough strength to get up and wait on them. 

Verses 40,41. A Jewish day began and ended with the setting of 
the sun. The Sabbath ended at sunset. The inhabitants of Capernaum 
waited until then to bring their sick to Jesus. He laid His hands on 
the sick one by one and healed them, and with authority He cast out 
the demons from the many who were possessed. The evil spirits again 
showed that they recognized Him as the Anointed Son of God. He did 
not want these evil ones proclaiming Him the Christ. 

Verse 42. Early the next morning Jesus sought a place of quiet 
after an exhausting day and night. A large number of people went 
after Him, seeking to get Him to stay with them, to keep Him to 
themselves . 
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Verse 43. No matter how much sympathy He may have had for them, 
He would not give in. His work at that place was finished - He must 
go to other cities to proclaim by word and deed the glad tidings of 
the kingdom of God. 

Verse 44. So He went to other places in Galilee continuing 
to spread the Good News. 

During His earthly ministry it was necessary for Jesus to heal 
so many as a revelation of His love and forgiveness for suffering 
people, and also as visible proof that He was the Messiah, come to 
deliver man in body and spirit. The healings of the apostles were 
also of such a special nature - to confirm their relation to Jesus 
and as founders of the Church. 

It is also clearly shown in the Bible, that it isn't always 
God's will to heal diseases. Sometimes God permits some of His 
faithful to suffer afflictions, sometimes even unto death. His plan 
is perfect for the purposes which He has ordained. 

We do have a right to pray for healing, but not to demand it. We 
must trust in His perfect will to come to pass - whether in health, 
or in suffering. Our purpose here is not to be exempt from the trials 
of life, but to trust Him to be with us through them. It is more than 
obvious that it is through such trials that we have opportunities of 
sharing our faith and love to others, and others for us. 

The Great Physician will one day at His coming bring an end to 
all pain and suffering to those who trust in Him. 
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Luke 5:1-26. 

1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to 
hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennes'aret, 

2 and saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were 
gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and 
prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he 
sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. 

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out 
into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 

5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all 
the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will 
let down the net. 

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude of 
fishes: and their net brake. 

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other 
ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled 
both the ships, so that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 
Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord. 

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the 
draught of the fishes which they had taken: 

10 and so was also James, and John, the sons of Zeb'edee, which 
were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from 
henceforth thou shalt catch men. 

11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, 
and followed him. 

12 If And it came to pass, when he was in a certain city, behold a 
man full of leprosy; who seeing Jesus fell on his face, and besought 
him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 

13 And he put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will: be 
thou clean. And immediately the leprosy departed from him. 

14 And he charged him to tell no man: But go, and show thyself to 
the priest, and offer for thy cleansing, according as Moses 
commanded, Lev. 14.1-32 for a testimony unto them. 

15 But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him: and great 
multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their 
infirmities . 

16 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, and prayed. 

17 U And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that 
there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were 
come out of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem: and the 
power of the Lord was present to heal them. 

18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which was taken with a 
palsy: and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him before 
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him . 

19 And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in 
because of the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him 
down through the tiling with his couch into the midst before Jesus. 

20 And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are 
forgiven thee. 

21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who 
is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God 
alone? 

22 But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto 
them, What reason ye in your hearts? 

23 whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, 
Rise up and walk? 

24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth 
to forgive sins, (he said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto 
thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. 

25 And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon 
he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God. 

26 And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were 
filled with fear, saying, We have seen strange things today. 

Verses 1-11. 

In previous chapters Luke portrayed Jesus as the Son of God with 
absolute authority to repel the temptations of the devil and command 
the unclean spirits to release their captives - and having the power 
to heal physical diseases. 

In these few verses Luke shows Jesus having power even over the 
fish of the lake. Also this event convinces his disciples to give up 
their vocation and follow Him. 

Verses 1-3. From what we learn from the other gospels, Jesus had 
already met Peter, John, Andrew, and others - and called them to be 
disciples (Matthew 4:18, Mark 1:16). They had followed Him but part 
of the time they still went fishing - their previous trade. 

On this morning, Jesus was on the shore of Lake Gennesaret near 
Capernaum. A great multitude had already turned out to hear Him 
speak. In order to more effectively talk to such a throng, Jesus 
asked Peter, whose boat was nearby, to push out a little from shore, 
and from there He taught the crowd. 

Verses 4-7. After He finished speaking, He told Peter to go into 
the deep water and put out the nets. Peter reveals that they had been 
fishing all night and caught nothing. It was traditionally at night 
that the best fishing was done - the worst in the morning, when the 
sun was reflecting on the water. Though exhausted after a frustrating 
and tiring night, Peter trusts Jesus enough to do what He 
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suggested even if everything pointed against it. 

Contrary to all expectations, so many fish are caught that they 
call for their partners to come with their boat to help. They end up 
filling both boats to the brim with the netted fish. 

Verses 8-10. All were amazed at the unexpected results of 
following Jesus' counsel - that He could cause the fish to come into 
the nets at the most unlikely time. 

Peter - ever impulsive - falls at Jesus' feet exclaiming, 
"Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, 0 Lord!" Though Peter had 
observed many powerful and miraculous things, this single event 
struck him especially because of Peter's lifelong pursuit of being a 
fisherman. Thus he was awestruck by the supernatural event. This also 
brought to his mind how utterly sinful and undeserving he was in the 
presence of the Saviour. This became a dramatic turning point in 
Peter's life. Peter felt unworthy of even being in the presence of 
the Holy One, even saying "Depart from Me, 0 Lord." 

Jesus, however, understood Peter's heart and reassured him, 
"Fear not, from henceforth though shalt catch men." Peter will be His 
follower and will reach others for Christ. What a promise! 

Verse 11. We can naturally assume that the catch of fish was 
properly dealt with - thus providing for the families involved before 
the disciples left to go with Jesus. This was certainly a lesson to 
them that Jesus could provide for their needs even if they followed 
Him. If they trusted and obeyed Him they had nothing to fear. 

It was then that Peter, Andrew, James and John chose to become 
full time followers of Jesus. 

Verses 12-16. The Healing of a Leper. Here Jesus is again shown 
as the Great Physician in healing the incurable disease of leprosy. 

Verse 12. It was against the law for a leper to be in a city or 
around healthy people. Obviously, one heard about Jesus and His 
healing people, and believed it enough to risk everything to get to 
see Jesus. When he got to Jesus, he immediately fell at His feet and 
asked to be healed, including the words "if thou wilt", that he was 
humbly asking, not demanding. 

Verse 13. Though it was against ceremonial law to touch a leper, 
Jesus nevertheless showed compassion by touching, and healing, him. 

Verse 14. Jesus does not want the multitudes to become too 
demanding about miracles, which could easily lead to their wishing 
Him to be their earthly Messiah. He tells the man not to broadcast 
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what happened, but to obey the Law (Leviticus 14) and show himself to 
a priest and make the proper offering, so he can be pronounced clean 
and thereby reenter society. This would be a witness to the priests 
that Jesus observes the ceremonial law, and that He, the Savior, can 
even heal leprosy. 

Verse 15. The joyous man does not follow Jesus' command, and as 
a result, even more numbers of people come after Him. 

Verse 16. Often Luke recounts how Jesus repeatedly withdrew to 
find quiet, and commune with His Father in prayer. 

Verses 17-26. Healing a Man with a Palsy. The focus here is that 
God alone has the right and authority to forgive sin - Jesus shows 
that God has given Him that Right and Authority. 

Verse 17. Mark tells this story in Mark chapter 2, Matthew in 
Matthew chapter 9. As told in John chapter 5, Jesus had already had 
conflict with the authorities - and they were searching for something 
serious to accuse Him of. In Luke's version he mentions them coming 
to observe everything He did. Jesus proceeds to show Himself as the 
divine physician. 

Verses 18,19. A group of men having firm faith in Jesus have 
brought a paralyzed man to be healed. The house Jesus was teaching in 
was full to overflowing, so there was no way they could get to Him. 
They are determined - they climb to the roof, remove some of the roof 
tiles, and let the man down on his pallet - in front of Jesus. 

Verse 20. Jesus recognized that the sickness of the paralytic 
was connected to his sin. For this reason Jesus touches the root of 
the problem saying, "Man, thy sins are forgiven thee!" Not all 
physical ailments were related to particular sins - but this one was. 

Verse 21. When Jesus thusly forgives the man, the scribes and 
Pharisees immediately accuse Him of blasphemy. They did not recognize 
Jesus as the Son of God. 

Verses 22-24. To say your sins are forgiven seems easy, because 
you don't expect to see any visible sign - no way to disprove it. But 
to say, "Rise up and walk, either the person is healed or not. The 
result is indisputable. So Jesus tells the paralyzed man to rise up 
and go home. This shows that He has authority in the visible and 
invisible realms. 

Verses 25,26. The crowd was totally amazed - never had anyone 
seen or expected to see a paralyzed man instantaneously healed. Only 
God could work such a miracle and obviously Jesus had a unique 
relationship with God. 

Nothing was allowed to stop the friends of the paralyzed man to 
get to Jesus. Jesus is still forgiving sins and granting the freedom 
of Love - to give without expecting reward - to meet evil with good. 

If you live by the world's law - you give only what and when you 
expect at least equal reward. You give as good as you get, whether 
for good or bad. 
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Note: 

Pharisees - a party of people who tried to live according to 
the Mosaic Law - precepts as interpreted by the scribes or 
doctors of the Law. They had to be free from all foreign 
influence. They looked for hope in the prophesied Messiah - who they 
represented as an earthly ruler who would deliver them from the Roman 
Oppression. 

They gave a special value to traditions and expositions of the 
Law; many ceremonial laws to distinguish pure and impure - especially 
in observance of the Sabbath. This became superficial and formal. 
They were at the same time violating the real spirit of God's laws. 

Pride and self righteous attitudes led them to exalt themselves 
above the other people - thinking they earned rewards from God by 
their observances. They therefore had no need or use for Jesus - even 
thinking of Him as one to reject and get rid of. 
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Luke 5:27-6:5. 

27 If And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, 
named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, 
Follow me. 

28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him. 

29 If And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there 
was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with 
them . 

30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, 
saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 

31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not 
a physician; but they that are sick. 

32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 

33 If And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast 
often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; 
but thine eat and drink? 

34 And he said unto them, Can ye make the children of the 
bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them? 

35 But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away 
from them, and then shall they fast in those days. 

36 And he spake also a parable unto them; No man putteth a piece of 
a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new maketh a 
rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with 
the old. 

37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; else the new wine 
will burst the bottles, and be spilled, and the bottles shall perish. 

38 But new wine must be put into new bottles; and both are 
preserved . 

39 No man also having drunk old wine straightway desireth new; for 
he saith, The old is better. 

Chapter 6:1-5. 

1 And it came to pass on the second sabbath after the first, that 
he went through the corn fields; and his disciples plucked the ears 
of corn, and did eat, rubbing them in their hands. 

2 And certain of the Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye that 
which is not lawful to do on the sabbath days? 

3 And Jesus answering them said, Have ye not read so much as this, 
what David did, when himself was ahungered, and they which were with 
him; 

4 how he went into the house of God, and did take and eat the 
showbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it is not 
lawful to eat but for the priests alone? 

5 And he said unto them, That the Son of man is Lord also of the 
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sabbath . 

Luke 5:27-32. The Call of Levi, A Life-changing moment. 

Levi - also called Matthew - who wrote the First Gospel. He was 
a tax collector - serving Herod Antipas who was in charge of that 
area. Between Acre on the Mediterranean Sea and Damascus, to the 
north, the road went past Capernaum. There a custom station was 
situated to collect taxes on goods transported on that road. All 
publicans were well-paid. They were considered hirelings of the hated 
foreigners - and considered as collaborators and outrageous sinners. 

Matthew must have heard and seen a great deal of the results of 
Jesus' ministry in that vicinity. It had an obvious effect. Jesus 
knew his heart and when He walked past him, He told him to follow Him 
as His disciple. 

Verses 28,29. Levi immediately followed Him, leaving everything 
behind. He wanted to celebrate and also make it possible for his 
fellow-publicans and acquaintances to see and hear Jesus. He prepared 
a great feast for Jesus at his house, and invited them. 

Verses 30-32. During the banquet some of the scribes and 
Pharisees come - probably uninvited - to watch Jesus. They object to 
His eating with such notorious sinners. Jesus replies that this is 
why He came - to reach sinners to call them to repentance. As a 
physician, He has come to make whole those that are sick. The 
righteous (or self-righteous) have no need of a physician. This is 
the opposite of the attitude of these people - who are above any 
association with such obvious outcasts. 

The highest calling of the Church also is the reaching out to 
outcasts, to sinners for repentance and forgiveness. Not to only 
offer an invitation to respectable or righteous people. The 
Pharisees' idea was salvation by separation, Jesus' is salvation by 
association . 

Verses 33-39. What Fasting Means. Luke now shows us how the ways 
of Jesus were different from those of John the Baptist and the 
Pharisees . 

Verse 33. From John 3:26 we see that some of John's disciples 
did not accept John's declarations about Jesus and actually became 
critical about Him and his disciples. They ask why Jesus and His 
disciples don't fast often and make supplications. 

Verses 34,35. Jesus replies asking if the friends of the 
bridegroom should fast while the bridegroom is with them. He tells 
them the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken away 
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(Jesus' first hint of His coming death), and then they will fast from 
grief. After His resurrection and the giving of the Holy Spirit there 
would never again be a reason for grief or fasting in the sense of 
loss, because Jesus promises to be with every believer even unto the 
end of the world. Therefore peace and joy should be the spiritual 
attitude of a follower of Jesus. 

Verse 36. To further illustrate the difference between the old 
ways and Jesus' way He tells 2 parables. He teaches that it is 
foolish to tear a piece of a new garment to repair an old one. The 
new way He was teaching would be ruined if joined to the old, 
traditional forms of religion. Also when the old garment is washed, 
the new piece has yet to shrink - and will pull the old cloth to 
pieces. Thus would it be to try to adapt the principles of Jesus to 
the old ways. 

Verses 37, 38. New wine which has yet to ferment, cannot be put 
in old wineskins which have already been stretched. While fermenting, 
the old skins would burst, destroying them and wasting the wine. When 
put in new skins, both will be preserved. In the same way, the new 
way of life and worship brought by Jesus cannot be contained in the 
old strict forms of religion. The new life requires new forms. 

As the old Covenant was preparation for the New - now that Jesus 
has come, the New fulfills and thereby supersedes the Old. The old 
ceremonies and sacrifices all pointed to Christ, now they are no 
longer needed. All this points to the difference between the 
disciples of Jesus and those of John and the Pharisees. 

Verse 39. Here Jesus explains that those who are in the habit of 
drinking old wine, have no taste for the new. Just so those who have 
habitually fulfilled the forms of the old way of worship are not only 
satisfied with them, but think that theirs is the only correct way of 
pleasing God. This was the main reason for the eventual crucifixion 
of Jesus. 

Note on fasting. 

In the Old Testament, fasting is only on the Great Day of 
Atonement (Leviticus 16:29 - afflicting your souls includes fasting). 
Otherwise it was practiced voluntarily as a sign of mourning, 
disaster, or national calamities, a sign of repentance of sin. 

During the exile in Babylon, fasting became an outward and 
formal rite, thought to gain favor from God. After the exile the 
prophets proclaimed that true fasting consisted of renouncing sin, 
not in abstaining from food and drink. It persisted and during the 
time of Jesus many Jews fasted twice a week with much outward 
display. This was a work of righteousness, to earn points with God 
and show everyone else how religious they were, and therefore better 
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than those who didn't do this. Jesus rejected it as compulsory or 
doing it to earn merits for its formal observance. 

He Himself fasted and accepts it as a voluntary form of 
spiritual devotion. (Matthew 4:2; 6:16-18.) The first Christians also 
observed it - Acts 9:9; 13:2,3; and 14:3. 

Luke 6:1-5. Luke relates that Jesus is also Lord of the Sabbath. 

Verses 1,2. Walking through cornfields on a Sabbath - the 
disciples are hungry and pluck some ears and eat the grain. According 
to Deuteronomy 23:25 it was lawful to pluck grain in the cornfields 
of others. But according to the rigid opinions of the Pharisees - the 
disciples were breaking the Sabbath laws. According to them, plucking 
and rubbing was the same as harvesting and threshing, and this was 
forbidden on the Sabbath. In addition to the Old Testament Sabbath 
principles, the doctors of the law prescribed literally thousands of 
provisions of what was commanded, and especially what was forbidden 
on the Sabbath. Formalism - legalism - clashes with the free, 
spiritual attitude of Jesus about the Sabbath. 

Verses 3,4. In His reply, Jesus lays down the principle that no 
ceremonial provision should stand in the way of providing for 
essential needs. Sabbath observances should not be unnecessarily 
imposed burdens. 

Just as David's example (1 Samuel 21) was not against the spirit 
of the divine Sabbath - so likewise the behavior of Jesus' disciples 
was not sinful - being necessary for their physical well-being. 

That Jesus rejected all man-made formalism on the Sabbath, did 
not mean that the Sabbath should not be consecrated to God - as a day 
of rest from ordinary activities, and to serve, worship, and glorify 
God. Jesus regularly attended Synagogue services on The Sabbath. 

Verse 5. Jesus expressly declares that as the Messiah the Son of 
Man, He has authority to decide in what spirit and manner the Sabbath 
should be kept. Later the Church would change the day of rest and 
worship to the day of Jesus' resurrection, the first day of the week. 
This is a symbol of the Old Covenant of Works giving place to the New 
Covenant of Mercy and Liberty, a celebration of newness of heart and 
life. 
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Luke 6:6-45. 

6 U And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he entered 
into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand 
was withered. 

7 And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether he would heal 
on the sabbath day; that they might find an accusation against him. 

8 But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the 
withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. And he arose 
and stood forth. 

9 Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is it 
lawful on the sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, 
or to destroy it? 

10 And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the man, 
Stretch forth thy hand. And he did so: and his hand was restored 
whole as the other. 

11 And they were filled with madness; and communed one with another 
what they might do to Jesus. 

12 If And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a 
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 

13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of 
them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 

14 Simon, (whom he also named Peter, ) and Andrew his brother, James 
and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 

15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Al'pheus, and Simon called 
Zelo 1 tes, 

16 and Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscar'i-ot, which also 
was the traitor. 

17 If And he came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the 
company of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all 
Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, which 
came to hear him, and to be healed of their diseases; 

18 and they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were 
healed . 

19 And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went 
virtue out of him, and healed them all. 

20 If And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed 
be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. 

21 U Blessed are ye that hunger now: for ye shall be filled. 
Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. 

22 If Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall 
separate you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out 
your name as evil, for the Son of man's sake. 

23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your 
reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers 
unto the prophets. 

24 If But woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your 
consolation. 

25 If Woe unto you that are full! for ye shall hunger. Woe unto you 
that laugh now! for ye shall mourn and weep. 

26 If Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did 
their fathers to the false prophets. 

27 If But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to 
them which hate you, 
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28 bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully 
use you. 

29 And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the 
other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat 
also . 

30 Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh 
away thy goods ask them not again. 

31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise . 

32 If For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for 
sinners also love those that love them. 

33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have 
ye? for sinners also do even the same. 

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for 
nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 
children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to 
the evil. 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

37 U Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

38 give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again. 

39 If And he spake a parable unto them; Can the blind lead the 
blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? 

40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is 
perfect shall be as his master. 

41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 
out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not 
the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the 
beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull 
out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. 

43 If For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do 
not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. 

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 
heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh. 

46 Tf And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say? 

47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, 
I will show you to whom he is like: 

48 he is like a man which built a house, and digged deep, and laid 
the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it; for it was 
founded upon a rock. 



57 

Lesson VII continued 

49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a 

foundation built a house upon the earth; against which the stream did 

beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house 
was great. 

Luke 6:6-11. Healing of the Man with the Withered Hand. 

Verses 6,7. Another Sabbath. Jesus was teaching in a synagogue. 
Some scribes and Pharisees were there with the set purpose of finding 
fault in Jesus - to find something to accuse Him of - to eventually 
get rid of Him. 

Verse 8. Jesus was fully aware of their intentions. Rather than 
avoiding conflict, He pointedly proceeds to heal the crippled man. He 
asks the man to stand in the middle of the congregation so everyone 
can see. This stands in sharp contrast with thoughts and intents of 
the scribes and Pharisees. 

Verses 9,10. While the man is standing there, the Lord asks 
whether it is lawful on the Sabbath to do good or evil; to save life 
or destroy it. 

At that time the recognized opinion among the Jews was that only 
if a person's life was in danger could a sick person be treated on 
the Sabbath. Jesus on the other hand regarded it as sinful to leave a 
man with this serious handicap in this pitiful condition, when He 
could immediately heal him. Jesus was portraying the will of God that 
healing should be given even on the Sabbath. 

On the other hand the motives of the scribes and Pharisees were 
to find fault and plan how to bring serious charges against Jesus - 
they planned destruction. He only sought to do good. 

Jesus then looked around at the crowd, certainly with some 
sadness because of these people's lack of compassion, and spiritual 
understanding of the truth about what Jesus said, and what He was 
about to do. 

Verse 11. Jesus proceeded to heal the man. Then they proceeded 
to talk amongst themselves in a very agitated manner about what they 
could do against Jesus. The final result was to be His death. (See 
also Mark 3:5,6.) 

Another lesson to the church, the Christian's mission is to be 
ever ready to do good, to save life any day and on the Sabbath also. 
Thus to follow Jesus' example shows us what our reasonable service to 
Him and to God is. P.S. - Only Luke mentions that it was the man's 
right hand. 

Though the Jewish tradition called for no work on the Sabbath it 
was in fact destructive. By thinking they were pleasing God by their 
inaction by refusing to save life, they in fact were doing evil. 

Verses 12-16. Choosing the Twelve Apostles. Thus far Luke has 
described Jesus revealing Himself, the promised Messiah, in uniquely 
divine knowledge, power, and authority. 

He has also shown the growing number and intensity of those who 
opposed Him; very many of the leaders and also a great number of more 
ordinary people. The majority of the chosen nation would refuse to 
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accept Him as the promised Redeemer. 

A new congregation must be founded, even called out from the 
ever-faithful remnant among the Jews. Thus Luke records the occasion 
when Jesus chose twelve as apostles, the founders of the new 
congregation . 

Verse 12. A striking recurring activity was Jesus' intimate 
communion with His Father in prayer. On many occasions, especially in 
Luke, we read of His seeking out a place of solitude in order to 
pray. In this case He spent a whole night in prayer. The future of 
His church depended on His choices. It must be according to the 
perfect will of the Father. 

It is at first almost shocking that among the 12 was the one who 
would ultimately betray Him. Yet this was necessary in God's perfect 
Plan. 

Verse 13. Early the following morning, Jesus called to Him those 
who were with Him and chose 12 who would henceforth be especially 
close to Him and called them no longer just disciples, but Apostles 
(meaning persons sent with a special charge and special authority 
from Him) . 

Verses 14-16. The list of names also appears in Matthew 10:2-4; 
Mark 3:16-19; Acts 1:13. 

Peter's name appears first in all four - being recognized as 
leader. Judas Iscariot is always last. Matthew is sometimes called 
Levi. Judas, son of James, is also called Thaddeus, and Judas not 
Iscariot . 

A lesson here would suggest that all important decisions, 
especially concerning God's will, should be preceded by serious 
prayer. 

Verses 17-49. The Sermon on the Mount. In these verses Jesus, 
with absolute authority, proclaims the laws of the Kingdom of God. As 
no man ever spoke before or since, He declares that what each person 
does in response to His words determines their acceptance or 
rejection of God's offer of salvation through Him. 

Verses 17-19. Most scholars assume that this is basically the 
same sermon as that in Matthew 7 - though in a shorter version. 

After choosing the 12 He descended further down the mountain to 
a level place where He sat down to teach those following Him. A great 
multitude gathered in addition to His apostles and disciples. 

Verse 20. After Jesus cured many, He started His sermon on the 
more level slope of the mountain. He begins by talking to His 
disciples about what were to be called the Beatitudes - Blessed be... 

He is not calling poor people blessed because of a lack of 
material possessions, but those that do not live for or only seek 
wealth and accumulation of earthly things. They recognize their own 
poverty of life and come to Jesus for the life that is real - of 
eternal value. If a poor person realizes his complete dependence on 
God and humbly seeks to follow Him, will be blessed to some degree in 
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this life but more abundantly in the next. 

Verse 21. So also those who hunger spiritually, who realize 
their own sinfulness and inability to meet the requirements of God, 
will receive blessing. 

Those who mourn over their sinful condition will receive real 
comfort and joy. 

Versus 22,23. It should be considered a great privilege to be 
despised and persecuted because of their faithfulness to Jesus. This 
is proof that their fellowship with God is true and the world rejects 
them. Rich blessings and exceeding joy are their reward. 

Verses 24-26. Jesus talks to those who don't follow Him who in 
self righteousness and pride are only happy about their earthly 
possessions. They seek only their own happiness based upon material 
things, not aware of their own responsibility, and dependence upon 
God. They will hereafter only realize their spiritual darkness with 
hopeless sorrow. 

To be praised by the unbelieving world only proves that they 
have no relationship with God. He who attempts to live a holy life 
will only lead to friction with the ungodly and thus become outcasts. 

The life of Jesus is the best example of pleasing God. This 
leads to hatred, rejection, and finally death at the hands of the 
ungodly. 

The previous verses describe some of the qualifications of those 
who are admitted as members of His kingdom. 

Verses 27-45. He describes the principles of living for the 
subjects of His kingdom in their relations with their fellow men. He 
speaks to all those present, not only His disciples. Everyone is 
obligated to meet those standards. 

Verse 27. All the principles are based on love - not as 
merely a sentiment but as action towards those who are worse off and 
even those who are hostile. The Jews regarded their neighbors as 
those Jews who were equal to themselves - mainly those who could 
return their favors. Jesus goes so far as treating even enemies with 
giving and good will. 

Verses 28-30. Here Jesus gives practical examples of how this 
giving, good will must be practiced towards one's enemies. We must 
wish and pray for blessings for those who curse and insult us. Even 
if treated violently, no revenge should be taken. Hatred should never 
be returned. Wishing what is best for the other person does include 
rebuking the sinner with the hope of their repentance and therefore 
reconciliation . 
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Luke 6:31-7:17. 

31 And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them 
likewise . 

32 If For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for 
sinners also love those that love them. 

33 And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have 
ye? for sinners also do even the same. 

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for 
nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the 
children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to 
the evil. 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

37 If Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye 
shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

38 give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again. 

39 If And he spake a parable unto them; Can the blind lead the 
blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? 

40 The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is 
perfect shall be as his master. 

41 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? 

42 Either how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull 
out the mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not 
the beam that is in thine own eye? Thou hypocrite, cast out first the 
beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull 
out the mote that is in thy brother's eye. 

43 If For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do 
not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes. 

45 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart bringeth forth 
that which is good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his 
heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the 
heart his mouth speaketh. 

46 If And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say? 

47 Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, 
I will show you to whom he is like: 

48 he is like a man which built a house, and digged deep, and laid 
the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream 
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beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it; for it was 
founded upon a rock. 

49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a 
foundation built a house upon the earth; against which the stream did 
beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house 
was great. 

Chapter 7:1-17. 

1 Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the 
people, he entered into Caper' na-um. 

2 And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was 
sick, and ready to die. 

3 And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the 
Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant. 

4 And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, 
saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this: 

5 for he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. 

6 Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the 
house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, 
trouble not thyself; for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter 
under my roof: 

7 wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but 
say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 

8 For I also am a man set under authority, having under me 
soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, 
and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 

9 When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turned 
him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto 
you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 

10 And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the 
servant whole that had been sick. 

11 U And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city 
called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much 
people . 

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was 
a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a 
widow: and much people of the city was with her. 

13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said 
unto her, Weep not. 

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood 
still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. 

15 And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he 
delivered him to his mother. 

16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, 
That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited 
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his people. 

17 And this rumor of him went forth throughout all Judea, and 
throughout all the region round about. 

Verse 31. A negative form of the golden rule had been pronounced 
by Jewish spiritual leaders before the time of Jesus. It basically 
says "Don't do to others what you don't want them to do to you." 
Jesus states His rule in the proactive, positive sense - how we 
should act towards our neighbors. 

Verse 32-34. Here Jesus points out that an attitude of perfect 
love should be unselfish even toward one's enemies. The truth of a 
person's unselfish love will be seen in how that person deals with 
and acts towards those that are against them. 

To be nice to those that are nice to us is a naturally easy 
thing. Most people that don't believe in Jesus do that. 

Verse 35. To live as a child of God one must follow God's 
example as a commandment. As God does good towards those that are 
unbelieving, uncaring, ungrateful, and rebellious towards Him. Thus 
by doing good to them that hate you, you show that God is your 
Heavenly Father. 

Verses 36-38. Also just as God is merciful, so we must be 
merciful. This also includes judging others - only God knows a 
person's condition, circumstances, and the disposition of their heart 

- only He has the right to decide their guilt or innocence. 

It is the attitude of finding fault, and condemning, that Jesus 
is saying is wrong. This in no way interferes with obeying the laws 
of the land or in the pursuit of justice. We must not seek revenge, 
but forgive those who have sinned against us, just as God has 
forgiven us. 

We are also called upon to show mercy by giving to those in need 

- to share one's time, money, or anything that could help someone, 
without counting the cost, or expecting anything in return, or in 
thinking that we are earning some merit with God. 

God has so ordained that even in this life the generous giver 
will receive blessings - no one can out-give God. Jesus teaches that 
there are always more blessings given to a person than that person 
can give. See also Matthew 25:31-46. 

Verses 39,40. Luke's version of this sermon is a shorter one 
than in Matthew. All of Jesus' words related to these verses were not 
written down; the change in subject seems abrupt. Here Jesus 
emphasizes how foolish it would be for a person who was blind to try 
to guide others. The only outcome would be disaster. Those who are 
looking for someone to follow should be careful and make certain that 
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they do not choose a blind one. Jesus advises His hearers that the 
scribes and Pharisees don't know the way and can only lead them into 
a ditch. In verses 47-49 Jesus shows them that He is the only right 
choice - The Way, The Truth, and The Life. 

Verses 41,42. Jesus teaches that before someone thinks they 
should be telling others what to do and how to live, he or she should 
examine their own life. Only when one has found the right path should 
one have the right to guide others. 

Verses 43-45. To illustrate the previous lesson, Jesus tells 
this parable of the good and the corrupt trees. As a good tree bears 
good fruit - being the inward nature of the tree. So also a person 
who is inwardly good will say and do things that are good. A person 
acts out of the nature of their disposition, and their attitude 
reflects their true personality. So also if a person does harm to 
others and speaks evil things, it reveals their inward corrupt 
disposition . 

Verses 46-49. Jesus describes what awaits those who follow His 
words and those that do not - a blessed future or a fatal end. For 
those who claim Jesus is their Lord, and yet do not live by His words 
have no part in Him. 

He who surrenders himself to Jesus and follows His guidance, and 
obeys His commands, will reap the richest rewards. A house built on 
bedrock will withstand any storms. Those obedient to Christ's 
teaching will come through afflictions and temptations triumphantly. 

Those who hear His words and do not keep them will suffer 
disastrous loss just as those who build upon sand will experience a 
fatal crash when the storms of life overwhelm them. 

Matthew describes the reaction of the crowd at the end of the 
Sermon (Matthew 7:28,29). It came to pass, when Jesus ended these 
words, the multitudes were astonished at His teaching, for He taught 
them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

Conclusion: Neither before nor since Jesus has anyone taught 
such high standards for how a person should live in thought and 
action towards God and one's fellow man. It could be described as 
absolute perfection in love. No one has ever, or ever will, be able 

to fulfill this. 

Only Jesus Himself accomplished this perfectly in His earthly 
life. He is the Perfect Giver of the divine law and the Perfect 
Example of its practice. 

None of these things are to be done with any thinking of earning 
merit or pleasing God, but by only the appropriate thankful way to 
live to show our gratefulness for God's mercy and acceptance of us as 
His children through the gift of Jesus our Saviour and Lord. 
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7:1-10. The Centurion of Capernaum. Luke describes the healing 
of a man's servant without going near him. 

Verse 1. At the end of the sermon on the mount, Jesus returns to 
Capernaum . 

Verses 2,3. A servant of a Roman officer was near death. The 
officer was very fond of the servant and having heard of the miracles 
of Jesus, he sent the elders of the local synagogue to ask Jesus to 
come and heal the servant. 

Verses 4,5. The Jewish leaders were very willing to interceded 
for the Soldier. The soldier had built a synagogue for them in 
Capernaum - at his own expense. He also must have not felt worthy to 
come to Jesus himself. 

Verses 6-8. When he heard that Jesus was coming, he sent word by 
friends that Jesus need not go to the trouble of actually coming to 
his house. The soldier had complete faith in the authority and power 
of Jesus. Just as he as a soldier is obeyed without hesitation by 
those under him, that Jesus had the authority to send healing by His 
Word - it was unnecessary that Jesus be actually present. 

Verse 9. A parallel account in Matthew 8:5-13 emphasizes that 
after the centurion sent his friends, he himself because of the 
seriousness of the occasion went toward Jesus. Both took place - one 
writer mentioning one part, the other writer mentions the other. 
Jesus was quite surprised at the certain faith of this pagan soldier. 
The soldier recognized the divine authority of Jesus - a fact that 
most of the Jews did not acknowledge. 

Verse 10. When the messengers went back to the man's house, the 
servant was already healed. Two important qualities seen in the 
Centurion: he was humble, feeling unworthy, and at the same time he 
had whole hearted faith in Christ. 

7:11-17. The Son of the Widow of Nain . Recorded only in Luke. 
Beyond the ability of healing someone near death - here Jesus brings 
one already dead, back to life. 

Verses 11, 12. On the way south of Capernaum. Jesus, His 
disciples, and a large crowd, were walking near the town of Nain - 
about 2 miles west of Endor, on a slope of the mountains called 
Little Hermon - it exists today. Tombs in rock have been found near 
the eastern gate of the village, along the road leading to Capernaum. 

Thus as Jesus and His followers neared the village they came 
upon the procession near the gate - probably including the family, 
hired mourners and some musicians with flutes and cymbals. 

Verses 13,14. According to custom, the widowed mother would be 
walking in front of the bier upon which her dead son was carried. It 
was natural that Jesus would talk to her and comfort her before he 
caused the bearers to stop. In deep compassion and sympathy with the 
mourning mother. Jesus commanded the young man to rise up and come 
back to life. There were no previous requirements of any merit or 
even faith on anyone's part. 

Verse 15. Jesus is Lord over life and death, possessing power 
over the spiritual realm. He calls the young man's spirit to come 
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back - bringing the body back to life. In deep sympathy for the 
widowed mother - who asked nothing of him - He gave the young man 
back to her. 

Verses 16,17. This event was so obviously a work only possible 
with God that those present knew that Jesus was from God - at least a 
great prophet. No prophet had been seen in Israel for several 
generations. This was an undeniable and astonishing testimony to God 
again visiting His people. 

The perfect fulfillment of Jesus as Victor over death and the 
reuniting of loved ones, will take place in the heavenly realm. All 
those who have died in Christ will be raised incorruptible along with 
those still alive - to be forever together with Jesus. 
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Lesson IX 

Luke 7:18-50. 

18 If And the disciples of John showed him of all these things. 

19 And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to 
Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? 

20 When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath 
sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we 
for another? 

21 And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and 
plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave 
sight. 

22 Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John 
what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to 
the poor the gospel is preached. 

23 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. 

24 Tf And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to 
speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the 
wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind? 

25 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? 
Behold, they which are gorgeously appareled, and live delicately, are 
in kings 1 courts 

26 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, 
and much more than a prophet. 

27 This is he, of whom it is written, 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee. 

28 For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is 
not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in 
the kingdom of God is greater than he. 

29 And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified 
God, being baptized with the baptism of John. 

30 But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized of him. 

31 If And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of 
this generation? and to what are they like? 

32 They are like unto children sitting in the market place, and 
calling one to another, and saying, 

We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; 
we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept. 

33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking 
wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. 

34 The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a 
gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! 

35 But wisdom is justified of all her children. 

36 If And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with 
him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 

37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she 
knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment, 

38 and stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his 
feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and 
kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. 
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39 Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake 
within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have 
known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him; for she 
is a sinner. 

40 And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say 
unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 

41 There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed 
five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? 

43 Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave 
most. And he said unto him, Thou hast rightly judged. 

44 And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this 
woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my 
feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. 

45 Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman, since the time I came 
in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 

46 My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. 

47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the 
same loveth little. 

48 And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 

49 And they that sat at meat with him began to say within 
themselves, Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 

50 And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath saved thee; go in 
peace. 

Verses 18-35. John the Baptist sends 2 disciples to Jesus. 

The disciples of John are asked to watch the works Jesus was 
performing as the fulfillment of Scripture concerning the Messiah. 
Jesus calls John the greatest of all prophets because he was the 
forerunner of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

Verses 18,19. John was already in prison, and must have heard of 
some of the things Jesus was doing and saying. Jesus was not bringing 
judgment against the sinners; He was not organizing a revolt, he was 
not becoming a political leader. He had left John in prison. John was 
confused and did not understand what was actually going on. He was 
after all a fallible human being. 

Verses 20-22. It was while Jesus was involved in many works of 
mercy through healing that the disciples of John came and questioned 
Him. Jesus does not immediately reply but continues to perform works 
that show divine love, mercy, and power. He gives sight to the blind, 
makes the lame walk, the deaf hear, the lepers clean, raises the 
dead, and also preaches the glad tidings. 

By mentioning all this, Jesus wants to remind John of Isaiah 
35:5,6 and 51:1 where the works of the promised Messiah are 
described. As Jesus fulfills these prophecies they become the proof 
that He is the Promised One. 

Verse 23. In these words Jesus warns that these proofs are so 
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obvious and unmistakable that no one should question that. Jesus is 
doing exactly what He is supposed to. 

Verse 24. After John's disciples leave, Jesus asks a number of 
rhetorical questions of those who remain. Questions that He expects 
no answers to. His answers proclaim the greatness of John, His 
forerunner. 

First: John is determined and unwavering, not influenced by the 
opinions of others. He remained true to his mission. By sending 
messengers, John was questioning Jesus' methods obviously 
misunderstanding Jesus' mission as the suffering servant. 

Verse 25. The second question - also requiring a negative answer 
shows the Baptist denying himself any earthy comforts or luxury, only 
rough clothing and simple food. This was effective in showing his 
motives - preaching repentance. Quite a contrast to most modern media 
preachers in our time. Verse 26. Through his preaching, John not 
only prophesied about the coming of the Messiah but also, saw Him and 
pointed Him out as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world. He was therefore more than a prophet. 

Verse 27. John was prophesied by Malachi 3:1 as the forerunner 
sent to call the people to a change of heart and life toward God and 
therefore to be ready to accept and obey the Promised Messiah. 

Verse 28. The Old Testament prophets only were given pieces of 
what Jesus was to be. John however was the living prophet when Jesus 
began His ministry - His herald. He also baptized Jesus, and 
witnessed before men that He was the Saviour. 

Though the most important prophet - being the closest to Christ 
- yet he takes a lower place than every believer of the New 
Testament. John was part of the preparation - yet he did not actually 
understand the complete mission of Jesus which was not finished until 
the death and resurrection. Long before that time John had been 
killed. Jesus is the Messenger of the New Covenant. 

Verses 29,30. There was a great difference between the responses 
of two groups to John's preaching. The common people were convicted 
of sin, acknowledging John's call to repentance, and public display 
of such by being baptized to show a turning from sin, and a newness 
of life toward God. 

The scribes and Pharisees felt no such need and refused God's 
offer of forgiveness. 

Verses 31-34. Jesus uses this parable to describe the attitude 
and actions of the Jewish leaders who listened to neither John nor to 
Jesus . 

They are like groups of children - when one group played music 
as at a wedding, the other group would not dance. When the first 
group played a sad song like at a funeral, the other group would not 
play along. In this way Jesus showed how this self-willed and self- 
righteous generation was dissatisfied with whatever God had to offer 
through His messengers. 
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Verse 35. Those who love God accept and follow whoever God sends 
to them, whether a preacher of repentance, or Jesus who brought the 
Good News of forgiveness through His Sacrifice. 

Verses 36-50. The Sinful Woman Who Anointed Jesus' Feet. 

Jesus was invited to a meal at a Pharisee's home. It is not 
clear what the motive was - possibly curiosity - but from what 
follows, he does not seem to be a believer. Jesus knew it would be an 
opportunity to teach a very important lesson to all those present. 

Verses 36-38. While they were at the table, this woman comes in 
uninvited. Not only does she come in, but also went up to the table 
where Jesus was. In that time and place, those at a meal customarily 
reclined - leaning on the left elbow, facing the table at an angle, 
their feet furthest from the table. It was also customary for them to 
remove their sandals. So it would have been easy for this woman to 
wash His feet, while kneeling. 

Verse 39. The Pharisee is watching Jesus while this is 
happening. He is questioning why Jesus is allowing this notorious 
woman to thus minister to Him. He thinks that no prophet of God would 
have anything to do with such a person - but would avoid any contact 
with a sinner. 

Verses 40-42. Though the Pharisee, Simon, does not say a word, 
Jesus knows what is in his heart. Jesus asks him who would have the 
most gratitude - someone who was forgiven little or someone who was 
forgiven a great deal. Simon rightly says it would be the one 
forgiven much. Jesus says that he is correct. 

Verses 44-47. Jesus proceeds to show how the woman's case 
applies practically to the principle that Simon himself decided is 
true. Jesus also points out to Simon that he did not even bother to 
show the traditional courtesies toward an honored guest. This raises 
some questions about Simon's attitude toward Jesus. 

In contrast, this woman had showered upon Jesus great affection 
and appreciation. To Jesus, it is obvious that she has experienced 
forgiveness for her sins, which apparently were many. It was then 
Jesus told Simon that her sins were forgiven, as shown by her much 
love. Jesus recognizes the woman as a born-again believer, a new 
person. He tells her that her sins are forgiven and to go in peace. 

Verses 48-50. Those also at the table were questioning who had 
the right to forgive sins. This leaves us with the impression that 
those dining with Jesus missed the whole point. Jesus was trying to 
teach the observers the glorious change that had taken place in this 
woman's life - as revealed by her great gratitude. They only could 
recognize her as who she had been - a notorious sinner. 

When she had faith in the Savior, Jesus confirms her newborn 
state. It is important to remember that works of love and affection 
toward the church, Jesus, or God, do not earn forgiveness. As we have 
seen here however, the opposite is true. Jesus witnesses that her 
genuine and earnest actions towards Him show that she has experienced 



Lesson IX continued 



70 



an inward assurance of her forgiveness. 

"Go in peace in the deepest sense - the permanent peace with 
God, peace of heart, and mind." 
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Luke 8:1-21. 

1 And it came to pass afterward, that he went throughout every 
city and village, preaching and showing the glad tidings of the 
kingdom of God: and the twelve were with him, 

2 and certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and 
infirmities, Mary called Mag'dalene, out of whom went seven devils, 

3 and Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, and 
many others, which ministered unto him of their substance. 

4 U And when much people were gathered together, and were come to 
him out of every city, he spake by a parable: 

5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by 
the wayside; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air 
devoured it. 

6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it 
withered away, because it lacked moisture. 

7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, 
and choked it. 

8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit a 
hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

9 U And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable 
be? 

10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God: but to others in parables; 

that seeing they might not see, 

and hearing they might not understand. 

11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 

12 Those by the wayside are they that hear; then cometh the devil, 
and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should 
believe and be saved. 

13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the 
word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and 
in time of temptation fall away. 

14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures 
of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience. 

16 If No man, when he hath lighted a candle, covereth it with a 
vessel, or putteth it under a bed; but setteth it on a candlestick, 
that they which enter in may see the light. 

17 For nothing is secret, that shall not be made manifest; neither 
any thing hid, that shall not be known and come abroad. 

18 Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him 
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shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken even 
that which he seemeth to have. 

19 If Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not 
come at him for the press. 

20 And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy 
brethren stand without, desiring to see thee. 

21 And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren 
are these which hear the word of God, and do it. 

Luke 8:1-3. Women who Ministered unto Jesus of Their Substance. 
In these first three verses, Jesus goes from one city and village to 
another, announcing the good news of the kingdom of God. His and His 
disciples' material needs were being met by many well-to-do women who 
had been healed by Him. 

Verse 1. His 12 disciples were with Him constantly. 

Verses 2,3. A group of women among the followers supported His 
and the disciples' needs. Since He began His ministry Jesus had been 
altogether without possessions. He did not use divine power to 
provide for His needs. He had humbled Himself to the point of being 
willing to be served with material needs by these women. 

Several of these women will continue with Him until His 
crucifixion - to follow and serve. Even after all His disciples had 
fled (except John) some of them were there at the cross and at the 
grave, where they also were the first witnesses of His resurrection. 

There is no mention in the Gospels of any women who were hostile 
towards Jesus - but numerous references made of their ministering to 
Him . 

8:4-15. The Parable of the Sower. From here onward (also in 
Matthew and Mark) Jesus made frequent use of parables. 

Verse 4. His renown had been spread abroad because of His many 
miracles of healing, and His preaching. 

The parable of the sower is recorded in the first 3 Gospels. 

Verses 5-8. What is described is a very familiar occurrence. In 
Israel, paths often went through cultivated fields, and the sower 
would lose some seed on them. Many places had many rocks near the 
surface - leaving only a thin layer of soil. This ground quickly 
dries out, the seedlings soon wither away. Where thorn bushes have 
previously been, seeds or roots would be left. When the good seed has 
been sown and the rainy season commences, both sprout, but the 
tougher thorn-bush growth would choke out the weaker plants. 
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In the good soil, the seed grows undisturbed to eventually 
produce an abundant harvest. 

Verses 9,10. Later the disciples ask for an explanation. Jesus 
first tells why He is now telling parables. The multitudes seem to be 
only looking for or interested in outward things - miracles and 
signs. Therefore He is only revealing the deep spiritual truths about 
His kingdom to His followers whose minds had been prepared to 
understand these things. 

This is a result of the multitude not accepting His message, but 
choosing to be stubborn in their worldly-mindedness . It is His 
judgment against them that He give the privilege of learning the 
truth, only to those who earnestly seek to know His teaching. 

His faithful followers will be more thoroughly and intimately 
instructed to be equipped to begin the formation of His church. These 
parables seem to grab the attention of the crowd though they do not 
understand what He really means. This He saves for His true 
followers . 

Verses 11-15. Jesus explains that the parable - Jesus Himself - 
is the Word of God, also the Gospel which will be proclaimed by His 
followers . 

The places the seeds fall represent four types of hearers. 
First, the hard ground - those who hear only without conviction of 
the heart, before the seed can germinate the power of darkness takes 
away even the memory of it. 

The second falls on rocky soil, which represents those who hear, 
with emotional excitement and enthusiasm. The seed again remains on 
the surface. When practical struggle and worldly concerns come upon 
the hearer, the concern of spiritual things disappear. 

The third kind, where thorns grow, show those who allow the Word 
to take root in heart and life, but not to the exclusion of all else. 
Other things in their life vie for control and eventually these other 
concerns choke the spiritual life. Whether ambition or greed or 
power, these concerns absorb the hearers' energies to the point that 
whatever benefit the hearers gained from the Word of God is 
altogether destroyed. 

Last and most important is the good soil where abundant fruit is 
produced. In Matthew 8:8, there are three different amounts of fruit 
- 30-, 60-, and 100-fold. 

The Word of God does not return to Him void; It is Truth and 
It is Life - the right soil in the human heart gives the Word a place 
to grow in faith and obedience to the point of bearing fruit for the 
Lord . 
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Verses 16-18. Parable of the Lamp. Jesus has explained the 
previous parable to the disciples. He now teaches them their 
responsibilities in response to the enlightenment He has given them, 
in the form of another parable. 

Verse 16. Jesus makes certain that His disciples clearly 
understand His teaching, that after His ascension and Pentecost they 
will be ready to spread the Gospel. They will be able to teach all 
these lessons to all who will hear, to begin His church. They shall 
be His light in this world. 

Verse 17. Whatever is in a person's heart will come out. 

Verse 18. Jesus tells them to listen carefully, to try to 
understand the truths He has given them. To those with understanding, 
more shall be given; to those who don't, even that which they think 
they have will be taken away. Their hearts will become darker. 

Every believer is called upon to hear and understand the Word of 
God and let their light shine in and through their lives in word and 
deed. 

Verses 19-21. The Relatives of Jesus. Mary and her other 
children have come to see Jesus. From Matthew and Mark, it appears 
that they were concerned that Jesus was overtaxing Himself in His 
constant and continual traveling, healing, and preaching. Their plan 
was to take Jesus home for some rest. Jesus obviously was aware of 
their motives. He used this occasion to teach the spiritual truth 
that the closest bond was between those who believed and obeyed the 
word of God, which was brought to them by Him. 

Natural kinship was not as important. Nothing and no one would 
cause Him to even interrupt His divine ministry. It is a reprimand to 
them that their thinking and concern was still on human 
considerations. 

We can also claim this close relationship with Christ. 

Note on Mary and Children. 

Best info - in the New Testament, Jesus' brothers and sisters 
are mentioned in a natural way - born of Mary and Joseph - in Luke 
2:7, Jesus is called the first-born. Two brothers were James and 
Judas - each wrote a letter included in the New Testament. 

Joseph and Simon are mentioned in Mark 6:3. At least two sisters 
are suggested. It is also apparent that Joseph died early, therefore 
leaving Jesus as the eldest, responsible for taking care of the 
family for many years - even up to the time He began His public 
ministry around age 30. 

Note: John in Prison. 

According to early tradition, John was placed in a pit within 
Herod's prison. A grate covered the opening. A ladder had to be let 
down for the person within to get out. Therefore it was a dark and 
solitary place. Apparently his disciples were allowed to talk to him 
at times. Herod on a few occasions had him brought out that he might 
hear John preach to him. Under these circumstances, John was not 
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aware of but bits and pieces of news about what Jesus was doing and 
he began to doubt whether Jesus was the Messiah, the Redeemer, the 
King of God's people, the Judge and Punisher of Sin. 

A Note on John As Herald - the one who goes before the king to 
announce the King's coming and make sure all preparations are 
complete. 

Once the King arrives, the herald is no longer needed. Once 
Jesus arrived, was baptized, and began His public ministry, John was 
no longer needed. John was put in prison. Jesus did not try to get 
him out, because this was a necessary part of God's plan; John was 
not to compete with Jesus. John's inability to completely understand 
his own role even led him to question if Jesus was truly the promised 
Messiah. John continued to have disciples, and communicate with them, 
though in prison. At a later point, John is taken out of the picture 
by being killed by Herod. Then no longer a distraction from Jesus - a 
planned necessity. 
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Luke 8:22-56. 

22 If Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship 
with his disciples: and he said unto them, Let us go over unto the 
other side of the lake. And they launched forth. 

23 But as they sailed, he fell asleep: and there came down a storm 
of wind on the lake; and they were filled with water, and were in 
jeopardy. 

24 And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, Master, we 
perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the 
water: and they ceased, and there was a calm. 

25 And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being 
afraid wondered, saying one to another, What manner of man is this! 
for he commandeth even the winds and water, and they obey 

26 If And they arrived at the country of the Gad'arenes, which is 
over against Galilee. 

27 And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city a 
certain man, which had devils long time, and ware no clothes, neither 
abode in any house, but in the tombs. 

28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and 
with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of God most high? I beseech thee, torment me not. 

29 (For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. 
For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound with chains 
and in fetters; and he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil 
into the wilderness.) 

30 And Jesus asked him, saying, What is thy name? And he said, 
Legion: because many devils were entered into him. 

31 And they besought him that he would not command them to go out 
into the deep. 

32 And there was there a herd of many swine feeding on the 
mountain: and they besought him that he would suffer them to enter 
into them. And he suffered them. 

33 Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into the swine: 
and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake, and were 
choked. 

34 If When they that fed them saw what was done, they fled, and went 
and told it in the city and in the country. 

35 Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and 
found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

36 They also which saw it told them by what means he that was 
possessed of the devils was healed. 

37 Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gad'arenes round 
about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with 
great fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again. 

38 Now the man, out of whom the devils were departed, besought him 
that he might be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, 

39 Return to thine own house, and show how great things God hath 
done unto thee. And he went his way, and published throughout the 
whole city how great things Jesus had done unto him. 

40 If And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people 
gladly received him: for they were all waiting for him. 
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41 And, behold, there came a man named Jai'rus, and he was a ruler 
of the synagogue; and he fell down at Jesus' feet, and besought him 
that he would come into his house: 

42 for he had one only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she 
lay a dying . 

If But as he went the people thronged him. 

43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had 
spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, 

44 came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and 
immediately her issue of blood stanched. 

45 And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they 
that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press 
thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 

46 And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that 
virtue is gone out of me. 

47 And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, 
and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the 
people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed 
immediately. 

48 And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith 
hath made thee whole; go in peace. 

49 If While he yet spake, there cometh one from the ruler of the 
synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; trouble not 
the Master. 

50 But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: 
believe only, and she shall be made whole. 

51 And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go in, 
save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the mother of the 
maiden . 

52 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is 
not dead, but sleepeth. 

53 And they laughed him to scorn, knowing that she was dead. 

54 And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and called, 
saying, Maid, arise. 

55 And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he 
commanded to give her meat. 

56 And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they 
should tell no man what was done. 

Luke 8:22-25. Jesus Stills the Tempest. 

Luke here reveals Jesus as the Almighty Ruler even over the 
forces of nature. 

Verse 22. From Mark 4:35 it appears that after a very tiring 
day, Jesus told His disciples that He wanted to go to the other side 
of the lake. They boarded a ship and set off. 

Verse 23. Once some distance from shore, Jesus had fallen asleep 
from weariness. Then a storm came suddenly down on the lake. It has 
often been observed that this is a special characteristic of that 
lake. It is practically surrounded by hills. Although generally 
quite calm, sometimes violent windstorms very unexpectedly come 
rushing down on the lake. 
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Verse 24. The disciples, being experienced fishermen had braved 
many storms. They did all they knew how to keep the boat afloat. But 
their best efforts were not successful. The boat was nearly full of 
water and they were afraid that they were in danger of perishing. As 
an indication of His exhaustion, Jesus was still sleeping. Finally 
the disciples in panic woke Him saying, "Master, master, we perish!" 

Jesus rebuked the wind and raging water. This indicates that He 
saw in this particular storm the influence of evil spirits trying to 
destroy God's plan by drowning Jesus and the disciples. Apparently 
God sometimes permits the evil one to exercise some power over the 
forces of nature - within certain limits. 

Verse 25. After the storm subsided, Jesus asked His disciples 
where their faith was. How could they think they could be killed 
while Jesus was with them? How could they fear that God would allow 
Jesus to die before the appointed time? 

Even after all the miraculous things they had already seen Jesus 
do, they nevertheless were amazed and even afraid, seeing this power 
over a raging storm. 

This event can be understood as a parable of the church, and of 
every true believer. No matter how dire the trials and tribulations 
one faces in life, Jesus is always there to see us through. One 
further positive note, Jesus no longer requires sleep. Also, the 
disciples exhausted themselves to no avail - Jesus is the answer. So 
many times we try to do everything ourselves, also to no avail. Seek 
and you shall find. Knock and it shall be opened to you. Jesus wants 
us to call on Him first, not last. 

Luke 8:26-39. The Possessed Man of Gadara. 

This shows Jesus' divine power over the forces of the devil. 
These evil spirits recognize his authority and must obey His command. 

Verse 26. From Capernaum, they had sailed to the southeast shore 
where the small town of Gadara (today Kersa) was. 

Verse 27. Many tombs can still be seen nearby. It was among 
those tombs that this possessed man stayed. He wandered around, 
naked, often attacking any that passed nearby. When Jesus came 
ashore, this man came to Him. 

Verse 28,29. When he came near, Jesus commanded the evil spirits 
to come out. The man fell at Jesus' feet, the evil spirits recognized 
Jesus as the Son of God most high, and pleaded to not be tormented. 

Verse 30. Jesus asks the man his name, to see if he has any 
control over himself. But it is an evil spirit that causes him to 
answer "Legion" - to indicate the large number of evil spirits 
possessing him. 

Verses 31-33. The spirits fear returning to the "deep" or abyss 
where many demons are imprisoned. The desire of demons is to enter 
humans or animals to influence them in unnatural and destructive 
ways. Legion requests that Jesus allow them to enter a herd of swine 



79 

Lesson XI continued 

nearby. He permits this. Then the demons influence the animals to run 
headlong down the steep ledges into the lake so that the whole herd 
was drowned. Most likely the demons then had to return to the abyss, 
not to molest anyone, or anything else. 

It has been observed that, when Jesus became man, the Evil one 
wished to also directly influence human affairs - by his followers 
possessing many people - in direct opposition to Jesus and His 
ministry . 

Though we may not understand why Jesus allowed the demons to go 
into the swine, we must assume He did so correctly according to His 
authority and power. 

Verses 34-37. When those looking after the pigs saw this, they 
went into the city, and told the story. A great many came to the 
graveyard to see what had happened. They saw the formerly possessed 
man clothed and sitting quietly at Jesus' feet. You would think their 
first reaction would be to praise God that the man was free of the 
demons, and in his right mind. They should have recognized Jesus as 
One sent from God, and believed in Him. 

Not so. Their response was fear of this awesome power. Also, the 
death of all the swine was viewed as a real disaster. Apparently they 
were also afraid of something else going wrong that might threaten 
their livelihood or possessions. Because of this, they insisted that 
Jesus leave immediately. They apparently were not concerned about the 
man's salvation, or their own for that matter. 

Verses 38,39. The healed man wanted to go with Jesus, but Jesus 
had a ministry for the man to fulfill among his own family and 
acquaintances - to tell what a mighty work of redemption God had 
accomplished in his life. The man did as he was told and proclaimed 
his story throughout that region. Apparently it was a rather secluded 
area where there was no real danger of inflaming Messianic passions 
to a political uprising. This was also a mainly Gentile area. 

Conclusion: Here again we are given a dramatic event that 
reveals the divine power and authority Jesus has over any and all 
wicked spirits. They recognize who He is and are unable to disobey 
Him. 

In our times we are certainly aware of unprecedented evil, 
hatred, and destruction, from suicide bombers to child molesters, and 
murderers, all unnatural and unholy acts - if not by people possessed 
by demons, then certainly heavily under their influences. But we need 
not live in fear, for Jesus still has authority over them, and since 
we are His, so do we in His name. 

Verses 40-42. When Jesus returns toward Capernaum, a great crowd 
was waiting for Him on the shore. A man named Jairus, a ruler of the 
synagogue, came to beg Jesus to come home with him to heal his only 
child. His 12 year old daughter was dying. 

Verses 43,44. In the middle of the crowd a woman pushes her way 
through to get to Jesus. She had been bleeding for 12 years and no 
physician had been able to help her. She believed that just by 
touching Jesus' garment she would be healed. Apparently, on hands and 
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knees, she reaches out and touched the border of the garment and was 
immediately healed. 

Verses 45-48. Jesus knew she had come to be healed, that she 
touched His clothing, and was healed. He knew it was necessary for 
Him to acknowledge her, and let everyone know that she was healed. 
According to Jewish law, an issue of blood made a person unclean - 
therefore an outcast - she could not come in contact with anyone, and 
could not participate in any religious functions. She had also spent 
all she had going to doctors for help, to no avail, for many years. 

If Jesus had not done this for her, it was highly likely that no 
one would have listened to or believed her after so many years of 
being an outcast, and impoverished. Jesus pronounces her healed 
before the multitude. In addition, He tells her that her faith had 
made her whole - not that she touched his garment. She trusted in 
Him; she is saved by faith. He tells her to go in peace. 

Verses 49,50. Jairus must have become very nervous while this 
woman was healed. On the other hand, he may have been greatly 
encouraged by this mighty miracle. Unfortunately, while still on the 
way to his house, someone comes with the news that his daughter has 
already died. Jesus reassured the father, saying "Fear not; only 
believe, and she shall be made whole." 

Verses 51-53. When they arrive at the house, Jesus tells those 
weeping and wailing to stop - that the girl was only sleeping - not 
meaning that she was asleep, but that He was there to wake her up 
through His divine power. He did not want this to be a sensational 
public spectacle, but the kindest and most tender gift to her parents 
- He only allowed them and His closest disciples to observe. He knows 
the Truth which they are unable to see or understand. 

Verses 54-56. When the others were sent out, Jesus called the 
spirit of the young girl back from the invisible realm. Again alive 
and well, she is given back to her parents. As a proof of her return 
to the physical world, and out of tender kindness, Jesus tells them 
to give her something to eat. He asked them to stay quietly with 
their restored daughter, ponder what had been done for them, and to 
worship God and thank Him, for such a miracle. 

One can only imagine the hysteria if they had immediately gone 
out and told the waiting crowd what had taken place. The disciples 
were sober witnesses, who could testify that the girl was alive, and 
therefore no funeral would take place. 

What a contrast between these two events. In each case, Jesus 
does what is best for the person or persons in need. With the 
bleeding woman, it was best to publicly announce the healing to 
restore her standing in the community. With Jairus' daughter, it was 
best that healing be done in private and without fanfare. 
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Luke 9:1-22. 

1 Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them 
power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 

2 And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the 
sick. 

3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither 
staves, nor scrip, neither bread, neither money; neither have two 
coats apiece. 

4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence 
depart. 

5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, 
shake off the very dust from your feet for a testimony against them. 

6 And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the 
gospel, and healing every where. 

7 Tf Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by him: and 
he was perplexed, because that it was said of some, that John was 
risen from the dead; 

8 and of some, that Eli'jah had appeared; and of others, that one 
of the old prophets was risen again. 

9 And Herod said, John have I beheaded; but who is this, of whom I 
hear such things? And he desired to see him. 

10 If And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that 
they had done. And he took them, and went aside privately into a 
desert place belonging to the city called Bethsai'da. 

11 And the people, when they knew it, followed him: and he received 
them, and spake unto them of the kingdom of God, and healed them that 
had need of healing. 

12 And when the day began to wear away, then came the twelve, and 
said unto him, Send the multitude away, that they may go into the 
towns and country round about, and lodge, and get victuals: for we 
are here in a desert place. 

13 But he said unto them, Give ye them to eat. And they said, We 
have no more but five loaves and two fishes; except we should go and 
buy meat for all this people. 

14 For they were about five thousand men. And he said to his 
disciples, Make them sit down by fifties in a company. 

15 And they did so, and made them all sit down. 

16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fishes, and looking up 
to heaven, he blessed them, and brake, and gave to the disciples to 
set before the multitude. 

17 And they did eat, and were all filled: and there was taken up of 
fragments that remained to them twelve baskets. 

18 U And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, his disciples 
were with him; and he asked them, saying, Whom say the people that I 
am? 

19 They answering said, John the Baptist; but some say, Eli'jah; 
and others say, that one of the old prophets is risen again. 

20 He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am? Peter answering 
said, The Christ of God. 

21 If And he straitly charged them, and commanded them to tell no 
man that thing; 
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22 saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected 
of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be 
raised the third day. 

Luke 9:1-6. Jesus Sends out the 12 Apostles. 

Verse 1. Only Jesus has the divine ability to give power and 
authority to these 12 - to spread the Gospel in increasing numbers 
thereby reaching many more people than He could by Himself. 

Verse 2. The message of the Kingdom of God - that God does still 
rule over all - that through the Messiah He will one day rule over 
the entire world, destroying all who oppose Him. Also that to be part 
of that Kingdom, they must repent and turn back to God to avoid the 
judgment of condemnation. 

In addition they are to heal the sick, caring for their physical 
needs, a gift of mercy, and to verify their message as coming from 
God, inspiring their faith in the salvation found only in Jesus. 

Verse 3. They are not to take any time in elaborate preparations 
for the journey. They are to go just as they are - trusting that God 
will provide for their needs. 

Verse 4. They should waste no time going from one house to 
another in a city, but stay in the first home that welcomes them 
until their work in that place is completed - those that are seeking 
God will come to them. 

Verse 5. Where they are not received, they are to make a public 
demonstration of shaking the dust of that place as a testimony 
against them, showing that they don't want to have even a speck of 
dust from that place upon them. This also serves as a last and urgent 
call to repentance. 

Verse 6. In very few words we are told that the apostles carry 
out the instruction of Christ - that Jesus had equipped them to 
successfully complete the task. 

Summary: this is the first time Jesus sent anyone to represent 
Him in word and deed. It is also our mission - to go into the world 
and share our faith in the finished work of Jesus the Lamb of God, 
and that one must repent and accept this precious Gift. Also we must 
continue works of mercy to help meet physical needs. 

Verses 7-9. Herod the Tetrarch Questions Who Jesus Was. 

Herod Antipas seems to have become very upset by hearing various 
opinions as to who could be doing such God-given works. 

Though John has been killed, some speculate that he has risen 
from the dead - others think that He might be Elijah - who was to 
come - or some other great prophet. Herod was certainly feeling great 
guilt, having had John killed. He feared the possibility that this 
could be John, returned to life. He therefore wanted to see the one 
causing all the uproar and settle the issue. Later (13:31) it appears 
that Herod subsequently decided to have Jesus killed. 



83 

Lesson XII continued 

After the apostles completed their mission, the whole area of 
Galilee was talking about Jesus. The ruler of the region's only 
response was in curiosity and fear - as all those in power fear the 
coming of someone with more power. This is the opposite of what Jesus 
calls us to do - to humble ourselves, and acknowledge and accept Him 
as all-powerful and sovereign in our lives. 

Verses 10-17. First Increase in Food. 

This miracle was recorded in all four Gospels, presented as a 
great climax in Jesus' public ministry. From this point on, more 
attention is paid to the way to the cross. 

In John's Gospel, he tells us that the day after this event, 
Jesus explains the spiritual lesson of the miracle - and reprimands 
the crowd for making a big deal about the material aspect - rather 
than the spiritual. 

Verse 10. The 12 return and give a report of their work. He 
takes them to a secluded spot on a mountain near Bethsaida (a small 
town north-east of the sea of Galilee). Mark mentions that Jesus 
wanted them to rest (Mark 6:31). 

Verse 11. When the multitudes found out where He had gone, they 
sought Him out, like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus had compassion 
for them and began teaching them about the kingdom of God, and also 
healing the sick. 

Verses 12-15. As the afternoon was passing, the disciples began 
to be concerned about the weaker ones in the crowd - that they might 
collapse from hunger and fatigue, if they continued a long time in 
this remote place. They asked Jesus to send them to nearby towns or 
villages to find food and a place to spend the night. Jesus tells 
them to take care of the situation. They reply that they only have 5 
loaves and two fish (John 6:9 says that these were from a young boy) 
- certainly not nearly enough. They also did not have enough money to 
go and buy enough for the crowd. Jesus tells them to group the crowd 
in about 50 people each and settle them down (about 5,000 men plus 
women and children). 

Verse 16. Jesus took the loaves and fish and blessed the food in 
prayer, acknowledging the kindness of God for providing for such 
necessities. He then broke the food into pieces for the disciples to 
distribute to the people. 

Verse 17. A great miracle of increase, that breaking it became 
more until everyone had had enough, then the leftovers were gathered 
in 12 baskets. 

We are not expected to perform such miracles as Jesus did, but 
just like the little boy who shared all he had - Jesus made the 
increase. If we share what we have in Jesus, He will make the 
increase . 



84 

Lesson XII continued 
Verses 18-22. The Confession of Peter. 

Luke omits the events described in Mark 6:45-8:26. Under the 
guidance of the Spirit he writes only what is most necessary for his 
purpose. As it is, his Gospel is the longest book in the New 
Testament. Luke has recorded the progressive self - revelation of 
Jesus, the spreading of His Gospel, the divine healing, and the 
increase of food. Now the great pronouncement - Jesus is the Christ 
of God. 

Verse 18. No time indication is given as to when this took place 
- only that it was a different occasion - When Jesus was praying 
alone. Apparently, He was with only the disciples in a solitary 
location. Only Luke mentions Jesus praying in 7 places, not mentioned 
by the others. 

After praying, Jesus asks them who the multitudes think He is. 
Everyone seems to have heard the many rumors that were circulating 
thereabout. In asking this, Jesus is leading them to the final 
question. 

Verse 19. The rumors show that Jesus was really thought to be 
someone sent by God - but they could not see Him as the Messiah - 
always pictured as an earthly ruler. 

Verse 20. To bring the issue to the final and correct 
realization, He asks, "But who do you say that I am?" Their answer 
would help bring out a definite and final name to their faith. 

Peter, ever impetuous, on behalf of the others answers that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah of God, the promised Redeemer. 

All of Jesus' teaching and ministry, and prayer, through the 
working of the Holy Spirit had born good fruit - the disciples were 
to experience and come to the realization that Jesus' was truly who 
He said He was - the Son of God - with all power and authority. They 
were now at the point where they could openly witness to its truth. 

Verse 21. However, because of the misinformed beliefs most of 
the other people had about the promised Messiah - Jesus commands them 
not to speak of this openly. 

Verse 22. Now that the disciples have recognized Him as the 
Christ, Jesus begins to prepare them for the coming sacrifice of His 
suffering and rejection by the religious leaders and others of the 
chosen people, even to the death on the cross. Then on the 3 rd day He 
would rise again. From here onward, Jesus begins to often refer to 
His suffering - and also to the resurrection. 

The personal confession: Jesus is the Christ of God, the 
promised Messiah, the Redeemer, the Prophet, Priest, and King, Our 
Savior and Teacher who now intercedes for us: who loves us and cares 
for our needs and will be with us from now through all eternity: Who 
is coming again for us so that where He is, we may be also. 
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Luke 9:23-45. 

23 H And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

24 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever 
will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it. 

25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and 
lose himself, or be cast away? 

26 For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him 
shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, 
and in his Father's, and of the holy angels. 

27 But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God. 

28 If And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, 
he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to 
pray. 

29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was altered, 
and his raiment was white and glistering. 

30 And, behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and 
Eli' j ah: 

31 who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he should 
accomplish at Jerusalem. 

32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and 
when they were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood 
with him. 

33 And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter said unto 
Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Eli'jah: 
not knowing what he said. 

34 While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: 
and they feared as they entered into the cloud. 

35 And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my 
beloved Son: 

36 And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they 
kept it close, and told no man in those days any of those things 
which they had seen. 

37 U And it came to pass, that on the next day, when they were come 
down from the hill, much people met him. 

38 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Master, I 
beseech thee, look upon my son; for he is mine only child. 

39 And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it 
teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him, hardly departeth 
from him. 

40 And I besought thy disciples to cast him out; and they could 
not . 

41 And Jesus answering said, 0 faithless and perverse generation, 
how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy 
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son hither. 

42 And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tare 
him. And Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, and healed the child, and 
delivered him again to his father. 

43 And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God. 

If But while they wondered every one at all things which Jesus did, he 
said unto his disciples, 

44 Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man 
shall be delivered into the hands of men. 

45 But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, 
that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that 
saying . 

Luke 9:23-27. To Take Up the Cross. 

Having already prophesied His own coming death, Jesus here 
teaches the way of the cross, that his followers will have to follow 
to truly be His disciples. 

Verse 23. To become His, one must be ready and willing to put 
self-interest and personal plans aside to serve Him. This includes 
being prepared to suffer persecution, and to give up everything, even 
unto death to be true to one's faith and obedience to Jesus. 

Verse 24. Anyone who spends all their energy trying to please 
themselves and acquire great possessions and power, seeking happiness 
and pleasure are doomed. Never will they experience true joy and 
peace, and will spiritually remain condemned to death in their sins. 
The other choice is to give one's life and service to Jesus, and in 
this, one will find true joy and peace in this life and hereafter. 

Verse 25. To give one's life for Christ's sake will bring true 
salvation and eternal life. What good does it do for a man to acquire 
uncountable riches and property if in doing so, his soul is lost. He 
knows not God and His salvation - so that his only future will be 
eternal destruction. 

Verse 26. Though Jesus has predicted His own death, here He 
proclaims that He will be revealed in glory with the Father and the 
holy ones - as the supreme Conqueror, and finally the Righteous Judge 
of the World (cf. Daniel 7:13). At that point, He will decide the 
eternal destiny of everyone. Those who have rejected Him to follow 
their own selfish willful desires will receive from Jesus what they 
can expect to hear - the final condemnation: "I never knew you." 

Verse 27. Here Jesus emphatically states that some of those then 
present will still be alive to see a mighty revelation of the 
Powerful rule of God over the world. Since only some would witness 
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this event, it could not be the resurrection or ascension - which 
would take place within a few months. The time when that generation 
was at the point of passing away - the judgment upon Israel for their 
rejection of Jesus came in the destruction of Jerusalem, including 
the Temple - where the Romans burned the city and tore down the 
stones so that not one was left on another in A.D. 70 (about 40 years 
after these words were spoken). The Jewish national existence ended. 

The Old Dispensation, the sacrificial system and the Temple 
Services were now over. They had completed their preparatory role. 
The New Dispensation had begun with Jesus and His church. This 
judgment was a foreshadowing of the Final Judgment at His coming. 

Every person is responsible to make a choice - to accept Jesus 
or to live for themselves, seeking only pleasure, riches, and power, 
thereby rejecting Christ. Upon this choice depends not only the true 
happiness in this world but also judgment in the Final Judgment. Just 
as the Jewish nation was judged and destroyed, so will His Second 
Coming and the Final Judgment be fulfilled. 

Verses 28-36. The Transfiguration. 

Jesus' self - revelation had already led to the disciples 
explicitly acknowledging that He was the Messiah of God. He had begun 
to point to the path of suffering and death - but also to the final 
glorification. Here for a few moments it is revealed to His three 
closest followers, Jesus in His divine glory. 

Verse 28. About a week after Peter's confession, Jesus took His 
3 closest followers - Peter, James, and John - up into a mountain to 
pray. It was probably during the night. This was a most important 
point in His ministry. He was free to choose - to voluntarily follow 
the suffering path to the cross or not. At this point, prayer was 
necessary - to commune with the Father. The transfiguration is the 
answer of His Father. 

Verses 29-31. While He was praying, His divine majesty shone 
gloriously through His human nature - even His clothing glistened a 
glowing white. Moses and Elijah appear in heavenly glory, to speak to 
Him about all that He must suffer and ending in His crucifixion. 
Jesus came to fulfill the Law and the Prophets, so it was that Moses 
- through whom the Law was given, and Elijah representing the 
prophets through whom God had promised and prophesied the coming of 
Christ - are sent by the Father. 

Verses 32,33. Meanwhile, the disciples had been sleeping for 
some time, and were awakened probably by the light of the heavenly 
vision. They woke up and saw the Saviour with the two holy 
messengers, divine glory radiating from them. The three disciples 
recognized this unique privilege - even realizing that Moses and 
Elijah are with Jesus. The ever impulsive Peter, in an excited way 
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speaks out that it is good for them to be there - that they should 
stay awhile - that he and his fellows will make three tents for them, 
and that he, James, and John would serve them. 

Verse 34. Since Jesus had accepted the way of the cross, their 
mission accomplished, the heavenly messengers depart in the cloud 
that surrounds them - the disciples become afraid as the cloud 
surrounds them also. 

Verse 35. As at the baptism, so here God again spoke from the 
heavenly cloud to proclaim His pleasure in Jesus - that He must be 
listened to with attention, faith, and obedience - for He is the 
beloved Son. 

Verse 36. When God spoke, the disciples fell to the ground in 
worship. Then when all was quiet, they again looked up, seeing that 
they were alone with Jesus. Matthew records that Jesus commands the 
disciples to tell no one of the event before His resurrection. Luke 
merely relates that they didn't tell anyone at that time. 

What a contrast - heavenly glory - the vision of the glorified 
Christ with Moses and Elijah, the voice of God - then silence and 
darkness - but Jesus was still with them. A brief scene of what Jesus 
had given up to become our Saviour - choosing the way to suffering 
and death. 

Verses 37-45. Healing the Lunatic Child. 

Verses 37-40. When they come down from the mountain there was 
already a crowd waiting. A man was distraught concerning his son. An 
evil spirit has been hurting him continuously. He had asked the 
disciples to help - but they were not able to cast the demon out. 

Verse 41. Jesus expresses His sorrow because of their unbelief - 
then tells the man to bring his son. 

Verse 42. Knowing that he was about to be cast out, the demon 
tried to violently throw the boy down, possibly to kill him, to 
frustrate the mission of the Savior. Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit 
in time, making him leave the boy. Jesus delivered the boy to his 
father, whole again. 

Verses 43-45. The people are again amazed at the miracle and 
praised God. Jesus however is more concerned about what He is about 
to go through. Whatever popularity He was enjoying at present, before 
long He will be despised, rejected, and put to death. He urgently 
advises His disciples to remember His prediction of being delivered 
into the hands of men to be crucified. 
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After the three had experienced the transfiguration, and all had 
observed the divine healing of the possessed boy, it must have been 
unthinkable that Jesus would be rejected, much less put to death. 
Jesus withholds the insight of mind that would allow them to grasp 
the reality of the prediction, because they would be destroyed by its 
gravity. But it is such a startling and unbelievable prediction, they 
will remember it later - after it had taken place. They will 
acknowledge and understand its complete meaning. At this time, they 
are unable to even question Him about it. 

The Holy One of God has power and authority over evil spirits, 
yet men will have power and authority over Him. Unthinkable to the 
point of view of those very normal human disciples. Though they would 
not understand then, they would later see that no one had power over 
Jesus, but that which Jesus chose for them to have. That He knew and 
chose the path He took, because if He didn't, all people would remain 
lost in their sins, without hope, and without God, in the world. 

We are thankful that we have been given an understanding of this 
love, and mercy, and grace. 
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Luke 9:46-10:20. 

46 If Then there arose a reasoning among them, which of them should 
be greatest. 

47 And Jesus, perceiving the thought of their heart, took a child, 
and set him by him, 

48 and said unto them, Whosoever shall receive this child in my 
name receiveth me; and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth him that 
sent me: for he that is least among you all, the same shall be great. 

49 Tf And John answered and said, Master, we saw one casting out 
devils in thy name; and we forbade him, because he followeth not with 
us . 

50 And Jesus said unto him, Forbid him not: for he that is not 
against us is for us. 

51 Tf And it came to pass, when the time was come that he should be 
received up, he steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem, 

52 and sent messengers before his face: and they went, and entered 
into a village of the Samaritans, to make ready for him. 

53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he 
would go to Jerusalem. 

54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, 
wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume 
them, even as Eli'jah did? 

55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of. 

56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to 
save them. And they went to another village. 

57 U And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain 
man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. 

58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. 

59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer 
me first to go and bury my father. 

60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou 
and preach the kingdom of God. 

61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me 
first go bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. 

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the 
plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 

Chapter 10:1-20. 

1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and 
sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, 
whither he himself would come. 

2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the 
laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that 
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he would send forth laborers into his harvest. 

3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves. 

4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by 
the way. 

5 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this 
house . 

6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: 
if not, it shall turn to you again. 

7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as 
they give: for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house 
to house. 

8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat 
such things as are set before you: 

9 and heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 

10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go 
your ways out into the streets of the same, and say, 

11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do 
wipe off against you: notwithstanding, be ye sure of this, that the 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 

12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day 
for Sodom, than for that city. 

13 U Woe unto thee, Chora'zin! woe unto thee, Bethsai'da! for if 
the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been 
done in you, they had a great while ago repented, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes. 

14 But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 
judgment, than for you. 

15 And thou, Caper' na-um, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be 
thrust down to hell. 

16 If He that heareth you heareth me; and he that despiseth you 
despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me. 

17 U And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even 
the devils are subject unto us through thy name. 

18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven . 

19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you. 

20 Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the spirits are 
subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written 
in heaven. 

Luke 9:46-48. Who's Greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven? 
The thoughts and values of the disciples were in complete 
contrast to the way of the Cross - the chosen path of Jesus. The 
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thoughts of the disciples were completely self -centered . Matthew 
records their coming to Jesus with the question: "Who is the greatest 
in the Kingdom of Heaven?" In their hearts, they were thinking, 
"Could I be the greatest?" 

Rather than showing anger or displeasure with their inner 
thoughts, Jesus will teach them with the example of a little child - 
to be great one must first learn to be really small. In humility one 
should give service even as an unimportant person in the Lord's name. 
This follows the example of the Heavenly Father in His grace and 
mercy and loving-kindness. This kind of helping others unselfishly is 
greatly valued by God - and makes one great in the Kingdom of God. 

To be truly humble remains a difficult way of seeing oneself - 
to the point where one can be so humble that they become very proud 
of how humble they are. 

To put others before oneself is to consider them more important 
and worthy of being served. To help a small child is seen as true 
unselfish giving because the child has no way to return the favor or 
do anything for us. To do a service for someone with position and 
power always raises the question - whether service is done expecting 
a return, thereby tainting the service with one's selfish intent. 

Verses 49,50. He Who Is Not Against Us Is For Us. 

John tells Jesus that he and the other disciples had encountered 
a man casting out demons in Jesus' name - but since he was not one of 
the close followers, they had told him to stop doing that. Jesus 
tells them they acted incorrectly - that man must have had a strong 
faith in Jesus, being successful in casting out demons in Jesus' name 

- they had no right to forbid him. Obviously he was acting for Jesus 

- against the Evil One. Jesus shows them that they should be more 
tolerant. Every person is either for or against Jesus, even if they 
are not aware of it. We must be tolerant of others who are doing 
works for God - even if they are different from us in other ways. 
Anyone doing good works in Jesus' name is therefore for us, and 
should be accepted as such. 

Verses 51-56. The Samaritans Turn Jesus Away. 

From here to Chapter 19:44, Luke describes Jesus' ministry as He 
travels to Jerusalem. The major portion of which is not included in 
the other 3 Gospels. These include many of the most memorable 
parables: the good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, the lost sheep. 

Verse 51. Jesus had chosen to follow the path of humiliation, 
suffering, and death - to fulfill the divine plan for the Salvation 
of man. He had indicated this to His disciples. Now He begins the 
journey to Jerusalem, where these events are to take place. 
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Verses 52,53. Jesus sends out messengers to the next town, 
crossing Samaria to Judea - to get a place to stay, as well as food. 
That village refuses to accommodate them, because they were going to 
Jerusalem. The Samaritans had instituted their own place of worship 
at Mount Gerizin - they therefore are hostile to Jesus, who was going 
to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple there. Here they reject the Son 
of God, who in going through their country would have given them the 
chance of learning from Him the way of salvation. 

Verse 54. James and John, "sons of thunder" as Jesus calls them 
(in Mark 3:13), in their zeal to honor Jesus, become angry at the 
Samaritan's rejection. They ask whether they should call fire down 
from heaven to burn them up (as Elijah did in 2 Kings 1:39-11). 

Verses 55,56. Jesus urges them to be more tolerant - they must 
not act with violence towards those who oppose or are hostile to 
them. Jesus' present ministry was for salvation, not judgment. They 
then went on to another village. 

Whatever our zeal for Christ - it must not include acting in any 
way contrary to the example shown by Jesus Himself. 

Verses 57-62. How Jesus Is to Be Followed. 

As they went towards Jerusalem, and all those things that were 
to take place there, Jesus teaches lessons on what the price is to 
follow Him - to three prospective followers. 

Verses 57,58. As they traveled, someone comes forward, telling 
Jesus that he will follow Him wherever He goes. He speaks with great 
self-confidence - not realizing his own weakness - nor the path Jesus 
was following. Jesus calls his attention to the facts of His 
ministry, that continuously He is traveling from town to town, with 
no claim of house or possessions. He only seeks to meet the needs of 
others. He wishes the man to be completely aware of what following 
Him holds. 

Verses 59,60. Next Jesus asks someone to follow Him. The man 
explains that first he must go and bury his father. He probably means 
that his father is elderly or ill and he doesn't want to desert him 
in that condition. Jesus answers that to follow Him is more urgent - 
that the most intimate family ties must be put aside to follow Him. 
Jesus replies that those spiritually dead are able to take care of 
the funeral of anyone who dies. To follow Jesus immediately is the 
most important thing. 

Verses 61,62. A third person wished to follow Jesus, but first 
wanted to say goodbye to his family. Jesus advises that half-hearted 
service is not enough - just as a plowman must pay attention, or a 
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crooked furrow will be done. Anyone who follows Jesus should never 
allow other concerns to distract them from such a holy calling. 
Devotion and faithfulness are necessary parts of following Jesus. 

Luke does not mention what became of any of the three inquirers. 
Jesus did not reject them, but merely related what demands were part 
of following Him. Jesus made no requirements of His followers that He 
did not meet Himself. He set aside even His own family ties, and 
without turning aside, following His task with purpose to the end. 
His example is the high-calling that He calls upon us to follow. 

Luke 10:1-20. The Mission of the 70. 

As Jesus' public ministry was in its final phase, and many towns 
and villages had not been visited - here Jesus appoints 70 disciples 
to go in pairs to the places He still wished to visit. Probably this 
was along the Jordan, on the way to Jerusalem, about 6 months before 
the crucifixion. Those who lived across the Jordan had been ignored 
with indifference by the Jewish religious leaders, and thus were in 
great need of spiritual enlightenment. 

Verse 1. Here Jesus sends out a much greater number than before 
- 70 instead of 12. 

Verse 2. Jesus points out that the need is great but the 
laborers are few. Jesus advises His followers to pray for more 
laborers for this task. 

Verse 3. Because of the danger of the task, Jesus warns them to 
be careful, as lambs among wolves. God alone will protect them. 

Verse 4. They are given practically the same instructions as the 
12. They are not to take any extra provisions for the journey. They 
must go as is. They did not waste time on the way with long-winded 
salutations (a custom in those parts). They must not allow anything 
to hinder their task. 

Verses 5,6. When entering a home, they are to greet the family 
with "Peace Be to You" - which bears the deeper significance of the 
Gospel of the Kingdom offering the peace and salvation of Jesus, the 
Messiah, the Prince of Peace. Those that accept this offer will 
experience the peace of faith, and the greeting will remain upon 
them. On the other hand, those who do not accept the greeting infaith 
will not receive the blessing. 

Verse 7. Wherever they stay, they are to accept whatever is 
offered as just recompense for spreading the Gospel. They are not to 
go from house to house - wasting time and energy. They must stay in 
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the house where they were first taken in. 

Verse 8. In that area were many Gentiles, and the Jews were not 
so careful about ceremony, so Jesus advised them to eat whatever was 
set before them. 

Verse 9. As part of the spreading of the message of the kingdom 
of God, the miracle of healing served as proof that God is with 
Christ and the disciples. 

Verses 10,11. Where they are not received, they must publicly 
wipe the dust of that place from their feet - to make those people 
realize that by this action they separate themselves from the kingdom 
- that they have no excuse for not accepting it. 

Verse 12. Because they have rejected the opportunity to be 
saved, and become part of the kingdom of God, their judgment will be 
more severe than those that lived in Sodom, who never had such an 
opportunity . 

Verse 15. Capernaum had many opportunities also, but chose 
judgment against themselves. 

Verse 16. Those who reject the disciples, also reject Jesus - 
those who reject Him also reject the Father who sent Him - thus 
rejecting the way of salvation offered freely to them. 

Verse 17. Apparently an amount of time was fixed after which the 
disciples were to report back to Jesus at a certain location. When 
they came, they were rejoicing about their success, even the evil 
spirits had obeyed their commands in Jesus' Name. 

Verse 18. Jesus explains why the demons were subject to them. He 
has seen the power of satan broken. When Jesus rejected his 
temptations - the devil's might had been defeated. The victory was 
won. Throughout Jesus' ministry in freeing those possessed by demons, 
this victory is shown. Satan as a conquered enemy must obey those who 
belong to his conqueror Jesus. 

Verse 19. Because Christ has overthrown satan, He gives 
authority to His followers, and protects them against all danger from 
spiritual opponents. 

Verse 20. Jesus advises them not to be so elated that the demons 
were subject to them, but to be most joyful about the fact that their 
names are written in the Lamb's Book of Life in heaven. Their 
redemption by God's Grace is the greatest gift they will ever 
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receive . 

No amount of darkness can put out the light of a single candle. 
They were sent out in pairs - to encourage each other, and also "in 
the mouth of two witnesses every word is established" (Matthew 18:16) 
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Luke 10:21-37. 

21 U In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank thee, 
0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes: even 
so, Father; for so it seemed good in thy sight. 

22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth 
who the Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son will reveal him. 

23 U And he turned him unto his disciples, and said privately, 
Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see: 

24 for I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see 
those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those 
things which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

25 If And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, 
saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? 

26 He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? 

27 And he answering said, 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 

and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; 

and thy neighbor as thyself. 

28 And he said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and 
thou shalt live. 

29 If But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who 
is my neighbor? 

30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 

31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way; and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked 
on him, and passed by on the other side. 

33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was; and 
when he saw him, he had compassion on him, 

34 and went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and 
wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. 

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and 
gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him: and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

36 Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbor unto him 
that fell among the thieves? 

37 And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto 
him, Go, and do thou likewise. 
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Luke 10:21-24. Jesus Rejoices in Spirit. 

A brief but significant picture of the intimate relationship 
between the beloved Son and His Heavenly Father. 

Verse 21. The words of rejoicing are connected with the return 
of the 70 with joy in relating their mission. Jesus' joy was so great 
as to express it out loud to His Father - that God's wisdom arranged 
matters so that insight is given to those who in childlike simplicity 
and humility recognize their complete dependence on the Savior and 
accept the truth revealed by God through Him. The self -exalted, self- 
righteous, wise in their own estimation as the scribes and Pharisees 
were, are too intellectually arrogant to accept the simplicity and 
mercy and love revealed in the Gospel. This has no relation as to 
whether one is well-educated or not. 

Verse 22. Here we have the clear testimony of Jesus' unity with 
the Father - who has given everything over to Him - only He therefore 
knows the Father and only through Him can anyone know the Father - by 
Christ's revealing him to them - He is therefore absolutely one with 
The Father. (Also stated in Matthew 11:27, and John 17.) 

Verses 23,24. Jesus addresses particularly His close disciples - 
calling to their attention the glorious privilege they are 
experiencing - longed for by the prophets and kings of the Old 
Testament - who knew about the coming of the Messiah - they did not 
live to see His coming, or listen to His Teaching. Though their 
privilege was great - we possess the completed revelation of God in 
the New Testament as the Incarnate Son of God, the One Crucified, the 
Risen Redeemer, and the Glorified One, and Head of His Church. With 
this privilege goes the responsibility to share it with others. 

Verses 25-37. Parable of the Good Samaritan. Recorded only by 

Luke. 

Verse 25. The ultimate question - how can anyone inherit eternal 
life? (Asked as a test.) 

Verses 26-28. Jesus in turn asks what God's requirements are in 
the Law - the answer perfect love toward God and toward one's 
neighbor. Jesus replies that he answered correctly - that if he 
observes these requirements faithfully - he will live for time and 
eternity . 

Verse 29. The Lawyer knows well that he is not really up to all 
that - that he does not regard all people with equal compassion. His 
reply shows his desire to find a loophole so that his conscience can 
be quieted - in asking who is he to consider his neighbor - that he 
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is not responsible to help just anyone. 

Verses 30-35. To answer the question about who a person's 
neighbor is, Jesus tells the parable of the good Samaritan. The 
difficult, rocky path from Jerusalem to Jericho had been for 
centuries notorious as a place where robbers all too often attacked 
villagers . 

Verses 36,37. As Jesus usually does, so here, in answer to a 
question - not as the lawyer would have it - but through a parable 
forces the lawyer to answer the real spiritual question: "Do I act as 
a neighbor to those in need, without distinction?" According to 
tradition at that time the term neighbor meant Jews only - not the 
heathen or Samaritans. In this parable it is a despised Samaritan 
that is the good neighbor. Jesus teaches that love for one's neighbor 
has no bounds of nationality, religious background, or anything else, 
no matter what. No time was wasted in hypothetically discussing who 
is to be considered one's neighbor or under what circumstances one 
should help or not help. The point is shown to be that anyone who you 
come in contact with is your neighbor and worthy of being helped. 

The lawyer was forced to acknowledge the profound truth within 
the parable. Jesus then tells him to, "Go, and do thou likewise." 
Again we are not told about what the lawyer does then - because that 
is not the most important thing. That is the Message of the powerful 
lesson that Jesus teaches in this parable. 

The Law of God states that he who observes the Law perfectly 
will live. The two pillars are always loving God and His fellow man - 
thereby inheriting eternal life. Anyone who thinks they can attain 
this is only deluding themselves and not acknowledging their own 
sinfulness . 

This was God's gift to us - to send His Son as Man to fulfill 
the Law, in a life of perfect love towards God and perfect love 
toward His fellow men. Only by His complete Innocence could Christ's 
death pay the price for our sins. Our response should be a life of 
gratitude and service, that through the power of the Holy Spirit 
within each believer, we have the freedom to express love toward God 
and our fellow men. 
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Luke 10:38-11:13. 

38 U Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a 
certain village: and a certain woman named Martha received him into 
her house. 

39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, 
and heard his word. 

40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and 
said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve 
alone? bid her therefore that she help me. 

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things: 

42 but one thing is needful; and Mary hath chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken away from her. 

Chapter 11:1-13. 

1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, 
when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to 
pray, as John also taught his disciples. 

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, 
Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

as in heaven, so in earth. 

3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 

4 And forgive us our sins; 

for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 

5 If And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, and 
shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, lend me 
three loaves; 

6 for a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I have 
nothing to set before him? 

7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the 
door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise 
and give thee. 

8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because he 
is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and give 
him as many as he needeth. 

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 
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he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him 
a serpent? 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children; how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him? 

Luke 10:38-42. Martha and Mary. 

This event is recorded only by Luke. In John 11, in the story of 

the raising of Lazarus, their characters reflect what is recorded 

here in Luke. This only makes the Gospels precise and reliable. 

Verse 38. According to John 10:22 and other statements in John, 
Jesus went to Jerusalem on several occasions during the last 6 months 
before His crucifixion. We are also told in John that they lived in 
Bethany, a village near Jerusalem on the main road from Trans- Jordan . 
Here Luke doesn't mention Lazarus, or the village, but records the 
heart of the matter - the different responses to Jesus and His words 
reflected in their choices. 

Verses 39,40. When Jesus came to their home, Mary had chosen to 
sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to His every word. What a 
privilege, we can only pray to have such an opportunity someday. 

Martha (probably the elder sister) was very agitated, trying to 
be responsible in preparing a worthy repast for Jesus and His close 
followers. Her motives were good in seeking to do these things to 
show hospitality - but then she sulked and spoke about the fact that 
Mary was not helping her. So she boldly suggests that Jesus should 
tell Mary to help her in the manifold preparations. 

Verses 41,42. In reply, Jesus points out to Martha that she is 
upset and preoccupied with all these preparations for Him, while Mary 
has chosen the better response to His coming. That better part in 
desiring to listen to Jesus' words of everlasting life. Though Jesus 
does not disapprove of what Martha was doing - yet she should not 
resent Mary's choice nor ask Him to make Mary get up and help her. 
Jesus' words were to show the true perspective and true value of 
Mary's choice. 

The lesson here lies in our choices in serving Christ. That we 
should not be agitated or dissatisfied with others because we are so 
busy trying to do some active service for Jesus. The most important 
part is always communion with Jesus, so that in our active service we 
will be at peace. 

Many religions concentrate on one or the other parts of the 
whole. Some insist on excessive contemplation and meditation, or in 
traditions of outward formal liturgy and formal repetition, rituals, 
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and ceremonies. Jesus requires both a life of communion, prayer, and 
worship - as well as a reaching out to others in practical service to 
help those in need. 

11:1-4. The Lord's Prayer. 

In Matthew, a similar prayer is recorded as part of the Sermon 
on the Mount. There He is teaching a large group not to pray in vain 
repetitions - but how to pray. It is completely natural that Jesus 
would give similar instruction on different occasions and that the 
wording would vary in some degree - and also since that was part of 
His advice - not to merely repeat words memorized for a ritual 
purpose . 

Verse 1. Luke describes no specific time or place, but 
emphasizes that while Jesus was praying, one of the disciples was 
moved by the depth of communion Jesus seemed to be engaged in. This 
led him to ask Jesus what one must do to pray with such earnestness, 
when Jesus had finished praying. The disciple mentions the fact that 
John had taught his followers to pray. Realizing his own inadequacy, 
he desired Jesus to show them how to pray. 

Verse 2. Jesus responds by giving this model prayer. The opening 
word "Father" shows in what attitude we must approach God - with 
faith and love toward Him as our Father who has shown us love and 
mercy - yet recognizing His Divinity - "which art in Heaven." When 
praying together we say Our Father - when in private, we say Father. 
The first part concerns the glory of God - "Hallowed be Thy Name" - a 
petition that God should be recognized and given reverence in all 
creation, and that the one praying recognizes that God is worthy of 
all honor and adoration - to be loved and obeyed whole-heartedly. 

"Thy Kingdom Come" seeks God's divine sovereignty to increase 
until fully realized as the rightful place in the heart and life of 
everyone. God's sovereignty in heaven should be brought to the earth. 
This will not to come to pass until the 2 nd coming of Christ. 

Verses 3,4. Only now is prayer offered for the needs of man - 
calling for divine blessing in all areas - for ourselves and others. 
Bread represents all man's needs for earthly existence - so that one 
may work toward fulfilling the will of God in each person's life. 
This is asked - not because of some merit or right we have, but in 
relying on the grace of God for every moment and every need. 

"And forgive us of our sins," reminds us of our inherent 
sinfulness. Forgiveness is granted by God's grace alone - not because 
we forgive those who do us wrong. Our forgiving others shows 
acknowledgment our having been forgiven in mercy and grace. This 
gives us the freedom and power to forgive others. 
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"Bring us not into temptation." When seeking to avoid doing 
anything displeasing to God so it is natural to pray, being conscious 
of our own weaknesses - that God may guide our life away from 
situations in which one is exposed to such temptations. 

This prayer has been repeated for over 1900 years by millions of 
believers, in uncounted numbers of languages and countries - it has 
become a glorious common bond of unity and fellowship. It is never 
out of date or inappropriate. 

Verses 5-13. Parable of the Importunate Friend. 

By way of this parable and the examples following it, Jesus 
teaches in an easy to remember and striking manner how certain it is 
that our Heavenly Father will answer to a prayer of need. 

Verses 5-8. Jesus here emphasizes that prayer should be done 
with a firm faith in an answer. To illustrate this, Jesus tells the 
parable that even a normal selfish person will give the friend what 
he needs even if it is at an inconvenient and disrupting time. At 
such a bad time - he will get up and give just to get rid of him. The 
question - how much more will God who in perfect love, mercy and 
grace is willing to give answer to prayer to one of His children in 
need? To remember there is a relationship between the two, and the 
request is of genuine need, not something selfish. The certainty of 
answer follows - a relationship and a need. 

Verse 9. Far more certain than the earthly friend is the desire 
of God that we should petition Him for our needs. We should 
diligently communicate with God through prayer - to seek, to knock 
with God is to find, and the door to be opened. 

Verse 10. This verse reemphasizes the certainty of answer to 
prayer, based upon a right relationship with God, and sincerity of 
need . 

Verses 11-13. Here God is described as the Heavenly Father. If 
an earthly, imperfect father would never give useless or dangerous 
things when his son asks for necessary things - then far above this 
the perfect Heavenly Father will supply the needful things His 
children ask for . Above all gifts is the Holy Spirit - the most 
powerful and necessary gift through which all other good things are 
granted . 

To doubt that God will answer our need is to say God is less 
understanding and sympathetic than an ordinary human parent or even 
an ordinary friend. Therefore our certainty in prayer reflects our 
faith in who He is, and what His nature, and power, and attitude 
toward us are. 
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Summary: Not to have faith in God's willingness and certainty to 
answer prayer is to reject the whole of God's plan of salvation in 
sending us His greatest gift - Jesus the Christ, the Lamb of God to 
pay for our sins and present us with the gift of eternal life with 
Him - in the presence of all the saints, the Holy Angels and Jesus - 
in glory, where there are no tears, or illness, or sin, or darkness, 
but all light and life and love, and peace and praise and 
thanksgiving and joy without measure and without ceasing. Amen. 
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Luke 11:14-32. 

14 If And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumb. And it came 
to pass, when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; and the people 
wondered . 

15 But some of them said, He casteth out devils through Beel'zebub 
the chief of the devils. 

16 And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven. 

17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them, Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation; and a house divided 
against a house falleth. 

18 If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom 
stand? because ye say that I cast out devils through Beel'zebub. 

19 And if I by Beel'zebub cast out devils, by whom do your sons 
cast them out? therefore shall they be your judges. 

20 But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the 
kingdom of God is come upon you. 

21 When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in 
peace : 

22 but when a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome 
him, he taketh from him all his armor wherein he trusted, and 
divideth his spoils. 

23 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not 
with me scattereth. 

24 U When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh 
through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will 
return unto my house whence I came out. 

25 And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. 

26 Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state 
of that man is worse than the first. 

27 If And it came to pass, as he spake these things, a certain woman 
of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, Blessed is the 
womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. 

28 But he said, Yea, rather, blessed are they that hear the word of 
God, and keep it. 

29 Tf And when the people were gathered thick together, he began to 
say, This is an evil generation: they seek a sign; and there shall no 
sign be given it, but the sign of Jonah the prophet. 

30 For as Jonah was a sign unto the Nin'evites, so shall also the 
Son of man be to this generation. 

31 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with the 
men of this generation, and condemn them: for she came from the 
utmost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, 
a greater than Solomon is here. 

32 The men of Nin'eveh shall rise up in the judgment with this 
generation, and shall condemn it: for they repented at the preaching 
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of Jonah; and, behold, a greater than Jonah is here. 

Luke 11:14-28. Blasphemy of the Pharisees. 

We see the attitude of the Jews - especially the leaders - 
become more negative - even to hatred. This is a strong sign toward 
the final rejection of Jesus by the nation at Jerusalem - this 
increased from here onward. 

Verses 14,15. This even begins with Jesus casting out a demon 
from a possessed person. The spirit had made its victim speechless. 
When the spirit was gone out, the man could again speak. Those 
witnessing it were amazed - some were correctly seeing the hand of 
God. Others would not acknowledge Jesus as the Christ - but went in 
the opposite direction blasphemously, saying that Jesus was using the 
power of satan. 

Verse 16. Others demand some sign or demonstration to prove 
indisputably that he was the Messiah. Signs point to something else 
(i.e. road signs). Otherwise they thought that maybe He was acting 
through the power of satan. 

Verses 17,18. Jesus saw through their words, and into their 
hearts, and showed the empty argument of these enemies of the Gospel. 
Satan does evil through his demons. Why then would satan work against 
his own interests and power by freeing their human victims - thereby 
destroying his work and power? 

Verse 19. The accusation was absurd - here Jesus reveals their 
hypocrisy - it was generally accepted that if a Jew or rabbi 
delivered a person possessed by a devil - it was a sign of God's 
working through that person. But now they see Jesus doing the same 
action yet they ascribe the work to satan - Jesus reveals that their 
fellow Jews will judge against them for their hypocrisy. 

Verse 20. Jesus emphasized that it is obvious His power over 
satan allows him to cast out the follower of satan. Therefore the 
power of God is manifested - showing that God's authority is at work, 
the kingdom of God is on earth, through Jesus who is His Son, the 
King of Kings, and the Lord of Lords. 

Verses 21,22. The example shows that even when a strong man 
guards his dominion - he is only successful until a stronger one 
comes along - then he is unable to protect his goods. That Jesus 
casts out demons demonstrates that one greater than satan has come 
and spoiled his plans of possession and destruction. 
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Verse 23. Anyone who is not with Jesus fighting the powers of 
evil and destruction end up lost and blind, and cannot find the right 
path or help anyone else - thus continuing and contributing to the 
powers of darkness. The rejection of Jesus by the Jewish leaders, 
through them the majority of the nation, led to their destruction 
within one generation by the Roman Army in 70 A.D. Until 1948 and the 
forming of the Jewish State, they were scattered all over the world 
and suffered endless persecution and murder - the prey of the evil 
one . 

Verses 24-26. Here Jesus describes a person from whom a demon 
has been cast out, but who has not let the Spirit of God come in. One 
who wanted to be neutral (an impossibility) - and in not choosing God 
has emptiness, in essence invites the evil spirit to return - but his 
increased weakness leads that evil one to gather other demons, worse 
than himself to come along. That foolish person is severely worse off 
than before. 

This is a serious warning to the Jewish people. They have been 
guided by the teaching of the Old Covenant, they have heard John the 
Baptist call for repentance, and the ministry of Jesus, healing, 
casting out demons, and preaching the Kingdom of God and the 
forgiveness of sins. They have experienced freedom from satanic 
oppression, they have been offered the Gospel of Christ and they must 
choose. Unfortunately, we are well aware that they made the wrong 
choice - and the terrible fate that it led to. 

Verses 27,28. In response to the power and sincerity of Jesus' 
words, a woman blesses the mother of so wonderful a person as Jesus. 
He does not criticize her words, but points out that something else 
is more important than to be His mother - something within everyone's 
grasp - to listen to His teaching and obeying the word of God therein 
- that a spiritual relationship is far above any natural 
relationship . 

This emphasizes the impossibility of being or remaining neutral 
in the struggle between the powers of light and darkness. We are born 
with a sinful nature - selfishness. If we do not choose the path of 
Jesus, we remain controlled by our sinful nature - which leads only 
on the dark path of destruction. Thank God that through Jesus, God 
has overcome the power of satan and thereby we are freed from that 
power, and can live in the freedom to choose the narrow path to the 
Kingdom of God and life eternal. 

Luke 11:29-32. The Sign of Jonah. 

Jesus here replies to the request of those who in Verse 16 ask 
for a sign (from Heaven). A possessed person has been healed. The 
crowd continues to increase - Jesus declares that the Jews of that 



108 

Lesson XVI continued 

generation were corrupt spiritually - that in spite of everything He 
has done in His public ministry - still they demanded some 
spectacular heavenly sign to prove that He was the promised Messiah. 
Jesus replies that no spectacle will be given but that of Jonah 
(Matthew 12:40 explicitly). Jonah had been a sign to the Ninevites 
because he had arrived there after having been miraculously delivered 
by the great fish (as one raised from the dead) as proof that he was 
sent by God. 

So also Jesus will prove by His resurrection that He has been 
sent by God as the Christ, the promised Redeemer. 

Verse 31. The Queen of the south came from the furthest known 
country of the time to hear the wisdom of Solomon. She had spared no 
trouble or expense to experience this God-given wisdom. 

On the other hand, one greater than Solomon was present, and the 
majority of the Jews, in spite of such a unique privilege, would not 
heed His offer of salvation, but in their unbelief, they rejected 
Him. On the day of judgment the queen of the south will justly 
condemn them who willfully rejected the incomparable opportunity they 
had been offered. 

Verse 32. So also those Ninevites who repented and turned to God 
through the preaching of Jonah, will condemn the Jews who had the 
opportunity of being preached to, taught, healed, and saved by the 
promised Messiah, Jesus Christ Himself - but they rejected Him. 

Through the writings of the eyewitnesses of Jesus' ministry, 
crucifixion and resurrection, ascension, and the Revelation given to 
John - we have the opportunity to know and believe in Jesus and 
thereby avoid the condemnation of the final judgment. 

Summary. The only sign that Jesus would offer the nation of 
Israel was that of Jonah and the whale - that He would die, and on 
the 3 rd day He would be resurrected. 

My question is: those who chose not to believe the words and 
works of Jesus, in asking for a sign, would they believe in that sign 
or would they not believe - but continue to make demands of this sign 
or that sign - only to call it a trick, or call into question whether 
it was of God or not. 

All signs have one purpose - to point to something - all the 
signs of the prophets concerning the Messiah pointed exactly and 
directly to Jesus. For the unbelieving Jews to ask for a sign - in 
the presence of Jesus - shows their foolishness, and spiritual 
blindness . 
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Luke 11:33-54. 

33 If No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth it in a secret 
place, neither under a bushel, but on a candlestick, that they which 
come in may see the light. 

34 The light of the body is the eye: therefore when thine eye is 
single, thy whole body also is full of light; but when thine eye is 
evil, thy body also is full of darkness. 

35 Take heed therefore, that the light which is in thee be not 
darkness . 

36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, having no part 
dark, the whole shall be full of light, as when the bright shining of 
a candle doth give thee light. 

37 If And as he spake, a certain Pharisee besought him to dine with 
him: and he went in, and sat down to meat. 

38 And when the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that he had not first 
washed before dinner. 

39 And the Lord said unto him, Now do ye Pharisees make clean the 
outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of 
ravening and wickedness. 

40 Ye fools, did not he, that made that which is without, make that 
which is within also? 

41 But rather give alms of such things as ye have; and, behold, all 
things are clean unto you. 

42 If But woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all 
manner of herbs, and pass over judgment and the love of God: these 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 

43 Woe unto you, Pharisees! for ye love the uppermost seats in the 
synagogues, and greetings in the markets. 

44 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are as 
graves which appear not, and the men that walk over them are not 
aware of them. 

45 If Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, 
thus saying thou reproachest us also. 

46 And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers! for ye lade men with 
burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens 
with one of your fingers. 

47 Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and 
your fathers killed them. 

48 Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: 
for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres. 

49 Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets 
and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute: 

50 that the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the 
foundation of the world, may be required of this generation; 

51 from the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zechari'ah, which 
perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It 
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shall be required of this generation. 

52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering 
in ye hindered. 

53 U And as he said these things unto them, the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to urge him vehemently, and to provoke him to speak 
of many things: 

54 laying wait for him, and seeking to catch something out of his 
mouth, that they might accuse him. 

Luke 11:33-36. The Light of the Body. 

Jesus is teaching about the Jews often demanding a sign because 
of their spiritual blindness, which stops them from seeing the 
clearest, brightest light of Jesus Himself throughout His ministry. 

Verse 33. It is obviously illogical to light a lamp and then 
place it so as to prevent the lamp from showing its light. The 
unbelieving Jews still live in darkness because of the wickedness of 
their own hearts. 

Verses 34,35. The eye catches the light to serve the needs of 
the body - if the eye works properly, it enables a person to see to 
do the necessary things. If there is a problem with the eye - no 
amount of light can be made use of. As a result, your whole body is 
trapped in the darkness. 

This refers to the life of a person. When a person's inner 
attitude or disposition is pure towards God, then the light of the 
Gospel will shine brightly in their heart - clearly seeing Christ as 
Lord and Redeemer. Whether a person chooses to walk in the light is 
their own choice. Jesus warns us that one's inner attitude must seek 
to benefit from that light. 

Verse 36. If the eyes are sound, the light in the room will 
allow one to see everything, to know how and where to go - to see 
spiritual values - how to act and direct one's life for Christ. If 
the Jews had been spiritually enlightened, they would have been able 
to see that Jesus was the Christ and would have believed in Him - but 
on the contrary, they still sought a sign in their blindness. If any 
would desire more light - see more clearly the path of God's will in 
their life - go to the source - the Gospel of Jesus as revealed in 
the Holy Writ - in prayerful communion through the Holy Spirit. The 
love of God will be shed abroad, in the heart, as the Light of Truth 
which reveals the Divinity and Humanity of Jesus and His Redemption. 

Verses 37-54. Jesus Rebukes the Scribes and Pharisees. 

In a recent occasion (11:14-28), the Pharisees refused to accept 
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Jesus as Messiah - even to the point of blasphemy, by accusing Him of 
casting out demons by the power of the Evil One. Though they were 
aware of His teaching and the miracles of healing, and power over 
demons - they reject Him and as related in this event, they become 
more angry and hardened in their unbelief, heading on the path to 
violence . 

Verses 37,38. After Jesus had spoken about the sign of Jonah, 
and the light of the body, a Pharisee (not yet hostile towards Jesus) 
invites Him to dine at his house. Perhaps he was just curious. He 
marveled when Jesus did not go through the traditional ablutions 
before the meal. 

Verse 39. Jesus who knew the prejudice of His host and that of 
the majority of his fellow Pharisees - paying too much heed to the 
outward formalities - chose not to do the purification ceremonies. 
This would lead to the host questioning Jesus. This would open the 
way for Jesus to point out to them (the host and other guests) how 
they had allowed their religion to degenerate into the practices of a 
legalistic following of rituals, many of which were prescribed by 
their traditions, and not by God. One of these was the cleaning of 
the outside of cups. The inside of the cup and the heart remained 
covered with filth and all kinds of sin in Jesus' comparison . 

Verse 40. God is not please with such outward formalities. He 
looks upon the inner life of the will and heart - that inward purity 
would lead to deeds of love and compassion. 

Verse 41. The outward cleansing benefited no one. If the 
contents were shared, that would show the love of neighbors - thus 
pointing to a sharing of whatever one possesses with those in need. 
This would make a person clean, within and without, in the right 
relationship with God and man. 

Verse 42. With sober seriousness, Jesus points out another 
example of how the Pharisees practice a dead form of religion - to 
convince them of their great need to repent. They are meticulous in 
giving a tenth of the smallest herbs of their garden - yet they show 
little concern for treating others justly and giving God heartfelt 
reverence. Their main concern was with small details of outward 
ceremony . 

Verse 43. A further practice is condemned in their desiring 
honor and favoritism for their religious leadership. 
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Verse 44. In Numbers 19:16, when a person touches a grave, they 
are considered ceremonially unclean for 7 days. It had become a 
custom to clearly mark graves by whitewashing them, thereby making 
them easily avoided. Jesus accused the Pharisees of being like 
unmarked graves - making those who come in contact with them unclean. 
The legalistic practices people makes them think they are pleasing 
God. They do not realize the hypocrisy, and the spiritually devoid 
nature of the rituals they copy. 

Verse 45. A doctor of the law objects that Jesus is referring 
also to him and his fellow lawyers. 

Verse 46. This leads Jesus to point out what lawyers are most 
guilty for - in adding conditions and additions to God's Law. They 
for their part knew loop holes and ways around the commandments while 
giving the appearance of following them. 

Verses 47,48. They also make a big deal about reverence and 
taking special care of the graves of the prophets (murdered by their 
fathers). They show the same hatred towards anyone speaking for God - 
and even Jesus Himself - the One promised by the prophets - therefore 
their real inner disposition is identical to their fathers. By paying 
outward homage, building monuments to the prophets, they draw 
attention to their being just like their forefathers, who killed the 
envoys of God. They continue with this attitude against Christ. 

Verses 49-51. Because the majority of the Jewish people and 
their leaders continue to reject God's messengers (John the Baptist, 
Jesus, and later the apostles and first Christians - many of whom 
were killed), God was going to condemn them to destruction. That 
generation was accounted with greater guilt because of their 
rejection and crucifixion of the Son of God, the Promised One sent 
forth for their Salvation. 

This was climaxed by the destruction of the city of Jerusalem 
and the Temple in 70 A.D., the dissolving of the nation of Israel, 
and the dispersion of the Jews to all nations - which only ceased in 
1948 with the reformation of the Nation of Israel. 

Verse 52. The lawyers, by incorrectly understanding the true 
intent of scripture, and building unnumbered strict provisions, had 
in effect blurred the focus of the divine plan of salvation, thereby 
becoming blind themselves - but also blinding the multitudes. They 
should have been the true interpreters of Scripture. They should have 
sought the divine plan of salvation revealed in so many promises of 
the Old Testament - now being fulfilled in Jesus - thus they should 
have lead the people to Jesus as the Promised one - the Redeemer, the 
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Suffering Servant, the Messiah. 

Verses 53,54. As Jesus was leaving, these men followed Him 
closely, putting all kinds of questions to Him in their anger and 
frustration, trying to get Him to say something that they could use 
against Him - now being determined to bring Him down. 

These religious leaders had the greatest responsibility of 
knowing the Scriptures and what they revealed about Christ, and then 
leading the people to Him. They, however, did the opposite. 

Question: What are the acknowledged religious leaders of today 
leading people to believe, and what is their relationship to Jesus? 
If they are not leading people to Jesus, then they are leading people 
away from Him. Even if it is to prosperity, popularity, success, or 
good feelings, or good works. 

Forgiveness is found in only one place, at the feet of Jesus, 
our Savior, forever. 
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Luke 12:1-34. 

1 In the mean time, when there were gathered together an 
innumerable multitude of people, insomuch that they trode one upon 
another, he began to say unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye 
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 

2 For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; 
neither hid, that shall not be known. 

3 Therefore, whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard 
in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets 
shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. 

4 Tf And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill 
the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 

5 But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, which 
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto 
you, Fear him. 

6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of 
them is forgotten before God? 

7 But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not 
therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows. 

8 U Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, 
him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God: 

9 but he that denieth me before men shall be denied before the 
angels of God. 

10 And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it 
shall be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy 
Ghost it shall not be forgiven. 

11 And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto 
magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing ye 
shall answer, or what ye shall say: 

12 for the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour what ye 
ought to say. 

13 U And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over 
you? 

15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness : 
for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth. 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a 
certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 

17 and he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and 
build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 



115 

Lesson XVIII continued 

for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided? 

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God. 

22 If And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, 
what ye shall put on. 

23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment. 

24 Consider the ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which 
neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth them: how much more 
are ye better than the fowls? 

25 And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature one 
cubit? 

26 If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, why take 
ye thought for the rest? 

27 Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil not, they spin not; 
and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed 
like one of these. 

28 If then God so clothe the grass, which is today in the field, 
and tomorrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe you, 
0 ye of little faith? 

29 And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, 
neither be ye of doubtful mind. 

30 For all these things do the nations of the world seek after: and 
your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. 

31 But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 

32 U Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. 

33 Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags which 
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no 
thief approacheth, neither moth corrupteth. 

34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

Luke 12:1-12. Leaven of the Pharisees and Who Is To Be Feared. 

Having left the Pharisee's house, and being questioned by 
scribes, lawyers, and Pharisees - a very large crowd gathered, 
bumping into one another, with great excitement. Most likely this was 
done due to the arguing and commotion raised by the Pharisees and 
cohorts against Jesus, as previously described in Luke chapter 11. In 
the first 59 verses of this chapter, Jesus is talking mostly to His 
disciples, but also in the hearing of the crowd. 
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Verse 1. As the crowd pressed in and around Jesus, those that 
had been questioning Jesus quieted down, allowing Jesus to speak. 
Jesus, beginning to talk, addresses His disciples. He warns them 
against the harmful influence of the Pharisees. Just as adding yeast 
to dough, in effect adds air within the dough and makes it rise, 
increasing in volume, not in mass. 

Jesus is saying that the teaching and living of the Pharisees 
has a similar effect on the truth about God. Leaven is also a 
corrupting process - fermentation. So also is the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees . 

Verses 2,3. As hypocrisy is an attempt to hide the truth - it is 
pointless because truth will always come to light - partly in this 
life but completely at the Last Judgment. 

Verses 4,5. The followers of Jesus should not, through fear of 
physical harm, deny their faith. Men can only kill the body. All real 
honor and reverence is due to God, who alone has the power over 
eternity. The number of early Christians killed for their faith is 
quite large, among them most of the apostles. 

Verses 6,7. Fear the power of God over all creation and final 
judge of one's eternal destiny. At the same time with faith in His 
love as heavenly Father who chooses to care for even the least of His 
creations, especially for His children - even numbering the hair on 
one's head. 

Verses 8,9. If a follower denies Jesus before man, he will face 
a return denial by Jesus before the Judgment Seat of God. Those who 
acknowledge Him as the Messiah and openly show that they follow Him 
will be openly claimed by Him before the Father and the heavenly 
beings . 

Verse 10. Without fearing the power of man, the disciples have 
to be courageous in their faith. Anyone who blasphemes against the 
Holy Ghost, or persecutes the faithful, will not escape judgment of 
condemnation . 

Most scholars consider giving credit to satan for works of God 
through the Holy Spirit as the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit 
which is unforgivable. It is not possible for a true believer to do 
such a thing. 

Sins against Jesus during His earthly ministry were forgivable 
but once He has ascended, the Holy Spirit will reveal the truth of 
the Gospel. Then blasphemy against the Holy Spirit will seal one's 
fate. 
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Verses 11,12. His followers should not fear being persecuted or 
how to answer to accusations when brought before rulers or other 
authorities. The Holy Spirit will guide their thinking and replies in 
the right way. Also, that even if they are condemned unto death, they 
are under God's protection, and Jesus will take care of them unto 
life eternal. 

We must recognize the care of the Father, the intercession of 
Jesus on our behalf, and the indwelling of the Spirit Who teaches us 
the truth, and thereby become equipped to lead a sincere and fearless 
life of faith and service for Jesus. 

Note: Use of the term "The Son of Man" - calls to mind the 
insignificance and frailty of Man in contrast with the eternal, 
spiritual, omnipotence of God. Jesus uses this term concerning 
Himself to emphasize His true humanity, especially concerning His 
suffering and death. (Some would later deny His humanity, and thereby 
His physical death.) It is also connected to Daniel 7:13 where "one 
like until the Son of man approaches the Ancient of Days and receives 
a universal and everlasting dominion." 

Verses 13-21. Parable of the Rich Fool. 

After Jesus had been talking about deep holy matters, someone 
among the crowd requests that Jesus persuade his brother to divide 
the inheritance between himself and his brother. This person seems to 
not have been affected by the spiritual teaching of Jesus. 

In response to this totally materialistic question, Jesus tells 
the dramatic parable of the rich fool. 

Verse 13. The man at least acknowledges Jesus as an authority, 
and asks this selfish and worldly-minded request. 

Verse 14. Jesus refuses this request - as outside His mission. 
He was not here to judge material matters. Jesus warns him against 
covetousness - he for wanting part of the inheritance, his brothers 
in refusing to divide it. No true happiness, peace, or life is found 
in pursuit of or possession of worldly things. 

Verses 16-20. To show a clear picture of the total folly of this 
attitude, Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool who measures his 
happiness by the abundance of his possessions. He falsely thought 
that he had collected a great enough quantity of provisions that he 
would enjoy the rest of his life eating, drinking, and tasting other 
worldly pleasures. He considered everything in his life as his 
personal property - repeating my, my, my. He had no recognition of 
God's providence, nor his responsibility to help others in need. When 
he thought that he was set for a life of ease, God appears and 
requires his life to end - showing that he only appeared to have 
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control over his life and goods - all was lost in a moment, not being 
able to take a single penny with him. 

Verse 21. Everyone who is spiritually dead in sin may spend 
every waking moment gathering and hoarding everything they can. The 
way of truth takes heed of God and seeks spiritual riches in 
communion with and service to God, then his riches will be in heaven. 

Jesus does not condemn the possession of worldly goods, but the 
overwhelming desire for amassing worldly wealth, putting trust in 
them for security and happiness, and disregarding God and His offer 
of life everlasting. 

Verses 22-34. The Cares of Life. 

After addressing the multitude, He here again speaks to His 
disciples. He warns them about being overly concerned about worldly 
things - they should be most concerned about developing true faith in 
the fatherly care of God. 

Verse 22. Man's life does not depend on possession of goods. 
Jesus advises against being troubled about food and clothing. 

Verse 23. God as Creator of Everything is able to care for the 
most insignificant things, such as food and clothes. 

Verse 24. God provides for all creatures in nature - that cannot 
provide or collect their own food supply. How much more will God 
provide for the disciples, who have more value than the birds? 

Verses 25,26. Worry is useless. No one can become taller or live 
longer by worrying - much less do anything great. It is therefore 
useless to be troubled with things. 

Verses 27,28. God makes plants grow and bloom beautifully when 
they neither toil nor spin. How much more will God grant gifts of 
reason and intelligence and other gifts to His children? As God so 
bountifully cares for temporary things like grass and flowers, He 
will certainly provide for His followers and give them what is best 
for them. Everything will work together for those that love Him. 

Verses 29,30. We should not make the most important job in life 
the hoarding of material things. Jesus does not suggest that we be 
lazy or ignore the ordinary work and responsibilities, but that we 
must not become preoccupied about them to worry or become afraid, but 
instead trust in God's providence. God knows our needs and will 
provide. We should act in complete trust in God. 
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Verse 31. God will give the material needs of the faithful in 
the way most beneficial to them. The response should be to try to 
serve God, be guided and ruled by Him, thereby sharing in the 
blessings of His kingdom. 

Verse 32. Although the faithful are few in number, and not among 
the most powerful, yet they should have no fear because God has 
chosen to give them the kingdom. In principle they already possess it 
and share in its blessings - but at the end of the age, they will 
inherit its fullness. Though despised and persecuted in this world, 
we will live with the King and rule with Him at His Second Coming 
(Revelation 5:10, 22:5). 

Verse 33. The real wealth of the faithful is in their spiritual 
life, righteously sharing material wealth with those in need, and 
supporting the spreading of the gospel - local church and foreign 
missions as well. Thus are indestructible treasures deposited in 
heaven . 

Verse 34. Where one accounts to be their treasures - there will 
his desires and passion dwell. Therefore it is essential to see the 
eternal treasures of service to God. If one's treasures are accounted 
by earthy wealth, possessions, power, there will one's heart dwell. 
Possession of material things does not make a person worldly-minded, 
but their attitude toward them. Nor does the lack of them make a 
person heavenly-minded. To be free from selfish jealousy, and 
covetousness, by trusting in the providence of God and His loving 
care for us is the right way. 

These blessings can be counted upon because of the greatest gift 
of Jesus - through whom we are accounted worthy - not by any merit we 
may think we possess. We are adopted as God's children, and as the 
perfect Father, God is much more ready, willing, and able to give us 
what we truly need, and what is BEST FOR US, even if we don't 
recognize it at the time. 
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Luke 12:35-13:5. 

35 If Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; 

36 and ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when 
he will return from the wedding; that, when he cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him immediately. 

37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall 
find watching: verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 

38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third 
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 

39 And this know, that if the goodman of the house had known what 
hour the thief would come, he would have watched, and not have 
suffered his house to be broken through. 

40 Be ye therefore ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not. 

41 U Then Peter said unto him, Lord, speakest thou this parable 
unto us, or even to all? 

42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, 
whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, to give them their 
portion of meat in due season? 

43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find 
so doing. 

44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all 
that he hath. 

45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delayeth his 
coming; and shall begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to 
eat and drink, and to be drunken; 

46 the lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not 
for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in 
sunder, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers. 

47 And that servant, which knew his lord's will, and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, shall be beaten with many 
stripes . 

48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, 
shall be beaten with few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required; and to whom men have committed much, 
of him they will ask the more. 

49 If I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be 
already kindled? 

50 But I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished! 

51 Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, 
Nay; but rather division: 

52 for from henceforth there shall be five in one house divided, 
three against two, and two against three. 
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53 The father shall be divided against the son, and the son against 
the father; the mother against the daughter, and the daughter against 
the mother; the mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, and the 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 

54 If And he said also to the people, When ye see a cloud rise out 
of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it is. 

55 And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat; 
and it cometh to pass. 

56 Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the 
earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time? 

57 If Yea, and why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right? 

58 When thou goest with thine adversary to the magistrate, as thou 
art in the way, give diligence that thou mayest be delivered from 
him; lest he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to 
the officer, and the officer cast thee into prison. 

59 I tell thee, thou shalt not depart thence, till thou hast paid 
the very last mite. 

Chapter 13:1-5. 

1 There were present at that season some that told him of the 
Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 

2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these 
Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because they suffered 
such things? 

3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish . 

4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Silo' am fell, and slew 
them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? 

5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish . 

Luke 12:35-48. Parable of the Watchful Servant. 

This lesson of Jesus is tied closely to His previous teachings 
about not being worldly minded. He is trying to make His disciples be 
preoccupied with being ready for His Second Coming, to be found 
faithful in their daily service. 

Verses 35,36. As servants waiting for the return of their boss 
from a marriage banquet - with their long garments tied around their 
waist for quicker movement, and with lamps lit ready to open the door 
at his return. So also must Jesus' servants be ready to receive Him 
upon His return. 

Verse 37. Those that continue to be ready to receive Him will be 
richly rewarded by Jesus Himself. 
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Verse 38. The time of the Second Coming is uncertain. (In the 2 nd 
or 3 rd watch of the night - no matter how long in coming makes it no 
less certain.) So blessed shall those faithful servants be. 

Verse 39. The Lord will come like a thief in the night, coming 
at an unexpected moment - therefore readiness must be constant. Just 
like a master of a house must be constantly vigilant so his house is 
not robbed, otherwise all that he has will be lost. So also like 
those who are not ready for His Second Coming will suffer loss. 
(Those who neither believe in nor obey Him.) It is thus essential 
that everyone be ready. 

Verse 41. Peter questions whether Jesus is talking to the whole 
crowd or first to the disciples. He was probably insecure about the 
possibility of suffering loss. 

Verse 42. Instead of a direct answer to Peter's question, He 
asks the hypothetical question - Who then will be faithful in caring 
for others - those of His immediate followers - the eventual church 
leaders - and ultimately every Christian, each bearing the 
responsibility to spiritually care for others. 

Verses 43,44. Office bearers of His church who faithfully 
provide what is needed to everyone in their care will be richly 
rewarded - especially the communication of the Gospel. In waiting for 
the 2 nd Coming, no one should become complacent and inactive - but on 
the contrary, must be active and helpful for those in their care. 

Verses 45,46. The servant who begins to think that Jesus is 
delaying His coming then that He is not coming at all, begins to live 
as if no accounting will be called for at all - therefore acts like a 
tyrant over those under his care - they will be facing fatal 
punishment . 

Verses 47,48. Especially those with greater privileges will face 
greater punishment. Those with lesser privileges will have some 
degree of punishment but not so much as the others. 

Those in Christ's service who devote their lives and faith and 
expect the Second Coming will look for it as the greatest joy. Those 
who doubt His promises and live selfishly and involved in worldly 
things will see Jesus' coming with fear and dread. 

Verses 49-53. Jesus Brings Fire and Division on Earth. 

Still in the midst of a great and mixed crowd - angry officials, 
curious common people, and His close followers, Jesus speaks these 
surprising words. He describes not the purpose of His earthly 
mission, but the consequent responses of people. 
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Verse 49. Fire has function - it consumes what will burn and 
purifies what does not. Jesus longs for His sacrifices for man's 
salvation be completed so that the Holy Spirit may come to work in 
the lives of people to purify the faithful and the destruction of 
evil. Jesus began this fire in His ministry. 

Verse 50. Jesus recognizes the terrible suffering awaiting Him. 

Verses 51-53. The common opinion of that time concerning the 
Messiah was that His coming would immediately bring victory of the 
Jewish nation over all their enemies and usher in a time of perfect 
peace. Jesus wants to make certain that His followers understand that 
that is not His mission. He is not bringing peace on earth - but 
division - those that follow Him will be persecuted, even hated by 
those that reject Him - even in the closest family relationships. 
Those who don't accept His salvation in fact choose to hold on to 
their sinful, selfish nature and therefore cannot and will not accept 
those that choose to live for Jesus - but will openly oppose them. 

This struggle has and will continue until the redemption of the 
whole earth - and the separation of all evil from the redeemed - New 
Heavens, New Earth. Everyone should recognize the seriousness of the 
times - and order one's life while the opportunity remains. 

Verses 54-56. Still talking to a large crowd, Jesus says that 
they are experienced enough to read the portents of weather - to 
predict correctly coming rain or dry heat. He calls them hypocrites 
for not realizing the multitudes of signs that point to Jesus as the 
Christ. Jesus accuses them of refusing to believe the obvious and 
distinct signs of His Messiahship. 

Verses 57-59. Jesus questions their inability to judge the 
demands of righteousness and justice in their lives. It is everyone's 
responsibility to accept God's offer in Christ while the time of 
grace remains. 

Luke 12:54-59 - Conclusion. 

The majority of the Jewish people of that time did not discern 
the signs of the times and recognize and accept Jesus as Messiah. The 
result was indescribable misfortunes - culminating in the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

We also live during times of many signs that point to the 
imminent coming of Jesus. 

13:1-5. The Murder of the Galileans. 
The urgent necessity of repentance. 

Verse 1. Some Jews brought Jesus the news that the prefect of 
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Judea - Pilate - known for bloody acts, had ordered a group from 
Galilea who were sacrificing in the temple to be killed - thus 
mingling their blood with their sacrifices. Most likely they had 
broken some Roman Law - being notoriously rebellious, and thereby 
giving Pilate the excuse of taking care of them. 

Verses 2,3. The generally accepted opinion of that time was that 
those who experienced such calamities was proof of their punishment 
by God for exceptional sins. As in other places, Jesus here rejects 
this as wrong. He warns the ones bringing this news that similar 
disasters waited for them also. The killed Galileans were no more 
guilty than those who brought the news. 

Verses 4,5. To emphasize the seriousness of this question, Jesus 
mentions another calamity - where also those killed were no more 
guilty than those who escaped it. All are guilty and shall experience 
disaster. Repentance is called for as the only remedy. 

Only the good news of this Gospel leads the way of life - 
through repentance. Those not finding and choosing that way continue 
on the road to destruction and eternal damnation. Those who do not 
choose eternal life through Jesus choose eternal death without God - 
no light, no love, no forgiveness, no fellowship, no sharing, no 
acceptance, no peace and trust, no Jesus. 

To take away all the benefits of knowing Our Heavenly Father 
through the living Gift of His Son is an eternal hell, where there 
shall weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
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Luke 13:6-30. 

6 H He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and 
found none. 

7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, these 
three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none: cut 
it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this year 
also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 

9 and if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou 
shalt cut it down. 

10 If And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 

11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity 
eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up 
herself . 

12 And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, 
Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 

13 And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made 
straight, and glorified God. 

14 And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, 
because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the 
people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them 
therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 

15 The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not 
each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the 
stall, and lead him away to watering? 

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom 
Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond 
on the sabbath day? 

17 And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were 
ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that 
were done by him. 

18 If Then said he, Unto what is the kingdom of God like? and 
whereunto shall I resemble it? 

19 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and cast 
into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a great tree; and the fowls 
of the air lodged in the branches of it. 

20 If And again he said, Whereunto shall I liken the kingdom of God? 

21 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures 
of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

22 If And he went through the cities and villages, teaching, and 
journeying toward Jerusalem. 

23 Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few that be saved? And 
he said unto them, 

24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. 
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25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to 
the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, 
saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto 
you, I know you not whence ye are: 

26 then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy 
presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. 

27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; 
depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity. 

28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom 
of God, and you yourselves thrust out. 

29 And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from 
the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in the kingdom of 
God . 

30 And, behold, there are last which shall be first; and there are 
first which shall be last. 

Luke 13:6-9. The Fruitless Fig Tree. 

This parable shows the urgent necessity of true repentance - one 
that brings forth fruit. 

Verses 6-9. It was traditional to plant fruit trees in a 
vineyard. Here a fig tree is planted, but after 3 years no fruit had 
come. Because it takes up space and draws nutrients out of the soil, 
the owner wants it cut down. 

The dresser pleads for one more season - in which he will take 
special care, aerating the soil and fertilizing it. If there is no 
fruit, then the tree will be cut down. 

Jesus is thinking of Israel - who God gave continual opportunity 
to bear fruit, but it remained unfruitful. Now that Jesus has 
revealed Himself to the nation, it is their last chance to turn to 
Him in true repentance and accept His gift of Jesus. If they reject 
Him, so God will reject them and the nation shall be cut down. Again 
after Jesus' death, resurrection, the mighty acts of the apostles, 
and the growth of the church, all openly offered to the people of 
Israel - yet the great majority refused to change - to bear the fruit 
of true repentance. The disaster which came through the war with Rome 
ended their nation in the Holy Land. 

God's patience is long, and His mercy boundless towards the 
penitent. However, those who persist in sin will in the end be 
punished. God in His grace seems to postpone this for a long time - 
He is giving them opportunities to turn to Him - but there is a 
limit. When it is reached, the individual or a nation, or nations, 
will be judged, and punishment without mercy will be exacted. 

The time for the Jewish people had nearly reached the end and 
Jesus is warning His listeners of this and the necessary fate of 
those who persisted in rejecting Him and the Heavenly Father. It was 
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certain and destruction was the outcome. 

Verses 10-17. Healing of a Crooked Woman. 

This was the last time in the Gospel of Luke that Jesus was in a 
synagogue teaching. The Jewish leaders were so against Jesus that 
they would not allow Jesus to enter a synagogue any longer. 

Verses 10-13. While Jesus was teaching in a synagogue, a woman 
who had for 18 years been bowed over through an evil spirit of 
infirmity. Jesus in compassion took notice of her - called her to Him 
and healed her. 

Verse 14. The ruler of the synagogue became upset that Jesus 
would perform such a work on the Sabbath. He speaks rebuke against 
Jesus, not addressing Him directly, but speaks to the crowd - self- 
righteously claiming authority over Jesus. He called upon men's 
traditions of healing being a work considered against the law of the 
Sabbath . 

Verses 15,16. Jesus replies by pointing out their hypocrisy - 
when they do not hesitate to care for their animals on the Sabbath, 
they condemn the healing of a woman who had been suffering for many 
years - a daughter of Abraham. 

Verse 17. Jesus' action and commentary exposed the false views 
of those against Him. They were put to shame - while the crowd 
praised God for such a miracle of healing. The reaction of the crowd 
shows their acceptance and appreciation of the healing as a work of 
God's mercy. 

Luke 13:18-21. Parables of Mustard Seed and Leaven. 
Jesus' ministry as Messiah started in affecting small numbers of 
people, but would continue to grow to a glorious size. 

Verse 18. By introducing the subject as a question, Jesus gets 
the attention of the audience. 

Verse 19. The mustard seed is the smallest kind of seed sown by 
farmers in Palestine, but which grows rather quickly into the largest 
plant that is grown from seed. In a similar way, Jesus' preaching of 
the Kingdom of God, as the suffering servant of God, seemed 
insignificant from man's point of view. But just as surely it will 
grow rapidly, irresistibly into a large body with members all over 
the world who would find a place of rest in it. 

When Pentecost came, the church quickly grew in Jerusalem and 
from there spread all over the civilized world - even within the 
capital of the Imperial Roman Empire. This growth will continue until 
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the last of the chosen ones is brought in, and the return of Jesus as 
King to set up His Kingdom. 

V. This kingdom will not only be great in growth of numbers and 
outward greatness, but will also be a transforming influence in the 
spiritual life of every believer, just as leaven works within the 
dough, and affects every part of the lump - so the Kingdom of God 
will transform every member of Christ's Kingdom. 

No matter how small and insignificant its beginning, it will 
grow greatly, with nothing able to prevent its full development - to 
its final fulfillment with Jesus' Return in complete power and glory. 

Luke 13:22-30. The Strait Gate. 

There will be a time when the time of grace will end - even 
those who have seen and heard Jesus will be shut out. 

Verse 22. This final period of Jesus' ministry moved toward the 
eventual events in Jerusalem. He continued to teach and heal in the 
towns and villages on the way, probably across the Jordan. 

Verse 23. During that time someone asked the question about 
whether those that are saved will be few. It must have been well- 
known by that time that there were many opposed to Jesus, and only a 
few that followed Him faithfully. 

Verse 24. Rather than answering the question directly, Jesus 
uses it to teach a valuable lesson. He raises the point - what profit 
is there in being concerned about numbers - how many will be or won't 
be saved. The most important thing is making certain that you, 
yourself are saved. Whatever the number - the way to the gate leading 
to eternal life is straight - it takes an act of the will and the 
desire of one's heart to enter therein. 

Once the Gate is shut - Grace completed - then many will try to 
get in, but cannot. 

Verses 26,27. Even if pleading that they have seen and heard 
Him, they will be rejected - since they rejected Him in spite of 
their opportunities. 

Verse 28. The majority of that generation of the Jewish people 
will endure afflictions and pain of conscience at the end of the age. 

Verses 29,30. Their remorse will be worse because as Jews they 
are excluded, while the Gentiles from all parts of the world are 
welcomed. The Jews of the time thought that they would be privileged 
and that the Gentiles would be excluded. Thus those thinking they 
would be first will be last, and the last will be first. 
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Though saved by grace, we are still responsible to strive to 
enter the strait gate, and there is a time when the gate will be 
closed . 

Note on the Straight Gate. It is narrow compared with the public 
way of the crowd. 

Some scholars suggest that the Strait Gate refers to behaving as 
a repentant sinner doing to everyone as they would have others do to 
them - the fruit of the true believer. 

Contrast this with the broad way where it is easy to take 
advantage of everyone that one comes in contact with. So busy in 
their self righteousness and evil, they do no seek or see the strait 
gate. 

The strait gate is a narrow way to go in and also a way of 
walking thereafter, with a certain destination. 
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Luke 13:31-14:24. 

31 Tf The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, saying unto 
him, Get thee out, and depart hence; for Herod will kill thee. 

32 And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold, I cast 
out devils, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I 
shall be perfected. 

33 Nevertheless I must walk today, and tomorrow, and the day 
following: for it cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem. 

34 0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest 
them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, 
and ye would not ! 

35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say 
unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Chapter 14:1-24. 

1 And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the 
chief Pharisees to eat bread on the sabbath day, that they watched 
him . 

2 And, behold, there was a certain man before him which had the 
dropsy . 

3 And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day? 

4 And they held their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and 
let him go; 

5 and answered them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass or an 
ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the 
sabbath day? 

6 And they could not answer him again to these things. 

7 Tf And he put forth a parable to those which were bidden, when he 
marked how they chose out the chief rooms; saying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a wedding, sit not down in 
the highest room; lest a more honorable man than thou be bidden of 
him; 

9 and he that bade thee and him come and say to thee, Give this 
man place; and thou begin with shame to take the lowest room. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit down in the lowest room; 
that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee, Friend, go 
up higher: then shalt thou have worship in the presence of them that 
sit at meat with thee. 

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

12 U Then said he also to him that bade him, When thou makest a 
dinner or a supper, call not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither 
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thy kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbors; lest they also bid thee again, 
and a recompense be made thee. 

13 But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the 
lame, the blind: 

14 and thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for 
thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just. 

15 If And when one of them that sat at meat with him heard these 
things, he said unto him, Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the 
kingdom of God. 

16 Then said he unto him, A certain man made a great supper, and 
bade many: 

17 and sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were 
bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 

18 And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first 
said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go 
and see it: I pray thee have me excused. 

19 And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
prove them: I pray thee have me excused. 

20 And another said, I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot 
come . 

21 So that servant came, and showed his lord these things. Then the 
master of the house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly 
into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, 
and the maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 

22 And the servant said, Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, 
and yet there is room. 

23 And the lord said unto the servant, Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 

24 For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper. 

Luke 13:31-35. Jesus Warned Against Herod. 

As Jesus was teaching some Pharisees came to Jesus to warn Him 
that Herod was talking about killing Him. Though these men may have 
been sincere. It is also possible that after the harsh things Jesus 
had said against Pharisees, that these men said this to get Jesus to 
leave the area of their influence. 

Verse 31. Across the Jordan the Jewish authorities - centered in 
Jerusalem - had little authority. Apparently these particular 
Pharisees had received word that Jesus was in danger in Herod's 
territory. If He went from there to Judea, Jesus would be exposed to 
the power of the Sanhedrin. 

Verse 32. Jesus is not impressed. And in reply He calls Herod 
"that fox" - a sneaky and weak ruler. Jesus plans to continue His 
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ministry in that area until it is completed perfectly. 

Verse 33. Nevertheless, His time there is short because He is 
continuously getting closer to the road to Jerusalem, the Holy City. 
The historic place where God's prophets had been killed. 

Verse 34. Jesus is deeply moved because of the hardness of heart 
of the people of Jerusalem who through the centuries have ignored, 
misjudged, and killed God's messengers and also have rejected Jesus 
and all His efforts calling them to repentance. As a mother hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings to protect them from danger, so He 
has wanted to protect them from the destruction to come. All His 
work, all this teaching, all His warnings were rejected and they 
ended up openly and persistently against Him. 

Verse 35. The only possible consequence was destruction - 
specifically the temple, formerly called the House of God, but after 
the rejection of Jesus - the people and the temple are forsaken by 
God. His protection withdrawn, complete destruction will commence. 
Some Jews will be saved as a remnant from that time until His Second 
Coming, when the whole nation of Israel will see and recognize Him as 
the true Messiah. But for the unredeemed it will be too late. 

Jesus earnestly offers salvation to those who are lost, but when 
He is rejected with determination, Jesus leaves them to their own 
final destruction. 

14:1-6. Jesus Heals a Man of the Dropsy. 

From here to 19:28 contains material which Luke alone reports - 
the last time before His final arrival in Jerusalem. 

Verse 1. Jesus does not avoid the Pharisees in spite of the 
increasing hostility. He accepts one of the Pharisee's invitation to 
go eat at his home on a Sabbath. 

Verse 2. Upon entering the house, Jesus soon noticed an 
obviously sick person there. From the context it appears that the 
sick man was placed there to test Jesus - whether He would break the 
law of the Sabbath by healing him. This would give them something to 
report to the Jewish council in Jerusalem. 

Verse 3. Jesus sees through their sneaky plot and immediately 
asks them the direct question: "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath 
day or not?" They became confused and could not answer. If they 
answered no, then they were condemning the sick man to another day of 
suffering; if they answered yes, then they would be agreeing to 
Jesus' healing on the Sabbath. 
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Verse 4. While these men pondered their dilemma, Jesus healed 
the man and sent him away. 

Verse 5. Jesus then puts another question to the group. If one 
of their animals fell into a pit on a Sabbath, would they not 
immediately get it out? Obviously an emergency was more important to 
be dealt with than tradition, and ceremonial law. To criticize Jesus 
for healing on the Sabbath is hypocritical - to leave a person 
suffering physically or spiritually on a Sabbath was a cruelty that 
love and compassion would not allow. The saving of one's animal was 
indeed a selfish work, while the healing by Jesus was totally 
unselfish . 

Verse 6. The attitude of the Pharisees was exposed so 
forcefully, that not one of them could utter a word in reply. 

We must always put the need of others above anything we claim 
for ourselves, whether on a school night, early in the morning, or on 
a Sunday. 

14:7-14. Parable of Invitation to a Marriage Feast. 

The healing took place before anyone sat down, so now Jesus 
observes some of the guests were attempting to get the most important 
seats . 

Verses 7-10. Jesus took this opportunity to teach them a lesson 
of an eternal truth. At a wedding feast, the places of honor are not 
awarded to those who aggressively get there first, but on the choice 
of the host. So also in the kingdom of heaven, a place of honor is 
not based on anyone's opinion of themselves, but on the righteous 
judgment of God. 

Verse 11. The person who exalts himself in earthly life will be 
brought to shame when the Lord shows them their rightful place. The 
one who lived in humble sincerity will be richly blessed. 

Verses 12-14. After addressing the guests, Jesus now speaks 
directly to His host - advising him not to only invite his friends, 
family, and wealthy neighbors. This is selfish in that a return 
invitation is expected. To show true and unselfish love and service, 
he must invite those who cannot repay his giving. He must give to 
those in need and thus receive a blessing at the end of the age when 
God will reward the righteous. 

We are all tempted to puff ourselves up and place ourselves 
above others, and have selfish desires. We must be aware of this and 
be constantly watchful against these things. 
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14:15-24. Parable of the Great Supper. 

The lesson Jesus had just taught had made a deep impression on 
at least on of the guests - leading him to say, "Blessed is he that 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God." According to the prevailing 
belief of the Pharisees, there was to be a glorious feast when the 
Messiah set up His Kingdom on earth. These people considered it to be 
obvious that they would be counted as worthy to take part in that 
celebration, that they had earned their place by their righteous 
living . 

In answer to this remark, Jesus tells this parable - warning 
that only those who are invited personally by God will have a share 
in God's kingdom. 

Verses 16,17. The self-righteous attitude is exposed in this 
parable, where a certain man invited a great number of wealthy people 
to a magnificent banquet at some future time. When the time was near, 
he sent a servant to remind the guests (commonly a custom in that 
area) that everything was ready, and to come without delay. 

God is the man, the supper is the kingdom of God. The first 
invitation is considered the prophets and other promises about the 
Messiah in the Old Testament. The one who declares the final 
invitation is Jesus Himself, who spent His 3 years of ministry 
preaching, and teaching, the kingdom of God to the Jewish nation. 

Verses 18-20. When those first invited heard the final call, 
they all asked to be excused. Their explanations were obviously not 
their true reasons but rather pretexts. Who buys a piece of land and 
only later goes to see it? The same with the oxen - do you buy and 
then try them out? When one has married - does his wife prevent him 
from coming? 

In the same way the Pharisees and most of the nation, make all 
kinds of lame excuses why they reject Jesus. They are too attached to 
their possessions, their status and power, their traditions, their 
particular sinful pleasures. They turn deaf ears to the invitation 
that God offers. 

Verse 21. The host becomes justly angry at this attitude - they 
have been indifferent, deceitful, and disrespectful. He then invites 
the poor, the lame, the blind, wherever they are found. 

Those who should have clearly understood the teachings of Jesus 
because of their study and knowledge of the Old Testament did not. 
Jesus then turned to those despised in Israel - the publicans, and 
sinners . 

Verses 22,23. After these were brought in, there was still room. 
The master sends the servant to compel those outside the city, 
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in the hedges, and lanes. Because these outsiders would not consider 
themselves worthy or proper enough to go to such a feast, they must 
be urged strongly that they are chosen and welcome - every seat at 
the feast must be filled. 

Jesus reveals that after the Gospel was offered to the Jews, it 
would then be spread to the Gentiles. 

Verse 24. Those originally invited who had excused themselves 
will later try to get in but will be rejected, just as they had 
rejected Jesus. The time of grace will have passed and judgment will 
come . 

Here Jesus reveals that it is His banquet as the Messiah and 
they have only themselves to blame for their condition. 

The Gospel message today proclaims the same invitation - 
everything is ready. All preparations are complete through the 
perfect work of Salvation that God accomplished through Jesus, His 
Son. The rich blessings in God's everlasting Kingdom will be shared 
by all that accept this free offer by God's mercy and grace. When the 
last invitation is accepted, the House of God will be full. The time 
of Grace will be over - the Rapture of the church, then the Great 
Tribulation, and finally the Second Coming of Christ. 
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Luke 14:25-15:10. 

25 U And there went great multitudes with him: and he turned, and 
said unto them, 

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple. 

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot 
be my disciple. 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down 
first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish 
it? 

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able 
to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 

30 saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 

31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth 
not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand 
to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 

32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an 
ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace. 

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

34 U Salt is good: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith 
shall it be seasoned? 

35 It is neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dunghill; but 
men cast it out. He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Chapter 15:1-10. 

1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to 
hear him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

3 U And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

4 What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go after 
that which is lost, until he find it? 

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing . 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and 
neighbors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my 
sheep which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, 
which need no repentance. 

8 Tf Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose 
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one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek 
diligently till she find it? 

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her 
neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the 
piece which I had lost. 

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the 
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 

Luke 14:25-35. Parable on Forethought - Counting the Cost. 
Though accompanied by a great crowd, Jesus was not flattered by 
the size of the group, but sets conditions of the true follower. 

Verse 25. Jesus' ministry in trans-Jordan has become very 
popular and exciting to the general population. He turns to the crowd 
and lays down absolute demands for anyone who desires to be His true 
disciple . 

Verse 26. Anyone who chooses Him must put Him first - before all 
other ties, whether family or friends. When a choice must be made, 
the follower must act as though he hates his relatives - in the 
absolute choosing of the Christ. This is a startling and dramatic 
principle - the importance He places on loyalty and faithfulness 
toward Him. Any other choice leads to death - to choose Him is our 
only choice. Why? For life! 

Verse 27. Jesus calls for His followers to follow the same path 
that He does. One must be willing to give his life for his faith in 
Jesus as the Christ. In a more normal way it calls for a person to 
give up all his selfish ambition and living for his own interests and 
goals . 

Verse 28-32. To be His follower, each one should count the cost 
- what they would give up and what they would bear. Jesus illuminates 
the concept with the two parables. Only the main point of a parable 
is important for its explanation. Before undertaking a major task, 
one should make sure he is able to complete the task. Jesus is asking 
that anyone who desires to follow Him should seriously be sure they 
are willing to pay the full price - denying of self to the utmost, 
for His sake. 

Verse 33. The cost is giving up all that he possesses - material 
things and family, even his desire for self-preservation, ambition, 
etc. Not that he must give them all up, but that he places Christ 
first and lets Him be in charge of His whole life - that under His 
guidance in His service, his heart must belong to Jesus, and all else 
follows from this. 



138 

Lesson XXII continued 

Verse 34,35. As salt possesses its quality of seasoning does it 
have value, so also the follower of Jesus must possess a certain 
quality to be of any value. This would be unselfishness and undying 
loyalty to Jesus. Otherwise like salt that is stale is thrown away, 
the disciple who will not turn from their sin and wholeheartedly live 
for Jesus is without value and useless and thereafter discarded. 

Jesus concludes with the exclamation: "He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear ! " 

The words He has spoken have consequence on their immortal 
souls . 

The other choice is to be a disciple of darkness, a servant of 
the world of sin, to find no peace and true joy in this life, and 
receive darkness and torment throughout eternity. 

15:1-10. Parables of Lost Sheep and Lost Piece of Silver. 
First two of 3 parables on the seeking grace of God. 

Verse 1. The publicans and sinners were outcasts from the Jewish 
religious and national life. Jesus did not reject them, but took an 
active interest in them, showing and teaching them the road to 
salvation. They naturally went to hear Him whenever they could. 
Though the scribes and Pharisees came to hear Jesus, they were still 
unwilling to have any contact with them. They would consider 
themselves unclean if they even touched a publican or sinner. 

Verse 2. Jesus had no such qualms. The Pharisees considered 
themselves righteous and for this reason they would not associate 
with these common sinners. They questioned Jesus about being so close 
and concerned about such outcasts. 

Verses 3,4. To show the Pharisees the misguided attitude of 
self - righteousness toward the outcasts, Jesus tells these parables. 
In the first one he relates the story of a shepherd who has lost a 
sheep. The shepherd does everything necessary until the sheep is 
found, giving up all self-interest and security, leaving the rest of 
the flock, not counting the time or trouble, only that the sheep is 
found . 

In view of His impending death on the cross, Jesus was about to 
give His life to show the world how far God was willing to go for the 
salvation of every last person. 

Verses 5,6. The second part emphasizes the great joy of he 
shepherd when the lost sheep is found. He calls together friends and 
neighbors to rejoice with him. Jesus is trying to get His critics to 
see that they should be rejoicing with Him when lost sinners turn to 
God, not criticizing Him for preaching to them. 
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Verse 7. In heaven there is great rejoicing over the salvation 
of one sinner, so should they be rejoicing. 

Verse 8. The first parable emphasized the leaving of everything 
and time taken until the sheep is found. In this second parable of 
the last coin, the emphasis is on the thoroughness of the search. 

Verses 9,10. Again this parable shows the scribes and Pharisees 
that they should rejoice when one that was lost was saved. 

Jesus shows that it is the outcasts and those in spiritual 
darkness that need to be found and offered the salvation God has to 
offer. And that those who considered themselves righteous should be 
happy that Jesus was reaching these outcasts for God. 

Conclusion . 

In no other religion in the world do we find God seeking man, in 
His love and grace, providing a Savior, who in dying for everyone's 
sins, has paid the price for our redemption. The rest of the story is 
God, in Christ, through the Holy Spirit, seeking, by means often not 
seen, to save that one. There shall be great rejoicing in heaven in 
the presence of the angels of God, when that one is brought into the 
fold. 

These outcasts were drawn to Jesus because He was not at all 
like the self righteous, prideful and mocking Pharisees who refused 
to even associate with them. Jesus showed them tender love and 
concern coming from the Father, seeking to save those that were lost, 
seeing in each person great value. 

The greatest emphasis is on the commitment of God in seeking 
those that are lost. The commitment is not just to seek but to seek 
until found. There is never a question of giving up, taking a break, 
leaving it to someone else. This shows God's love, grace, mercy and 
tenderest care and compassion for His children. They that the 
precious blood of His Son has paid the price for. When the last lost 
one is found, the last chair at the banquet table is filled, look up, 
for our redemption draweth nigh, and Jesus will call us unto Himself. 
Amen . 
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Luke 15:11-32. The Prodigal Son. 

11 If And he said, A certain man had two sons: 

12 and the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his 
living . 

13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, 
and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his 
substance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that 
land; and he began to be in want. 

15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and 
he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the 
swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 

17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of 
my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 

18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, 
I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 

19 and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of 
thy hired servants. 

20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a 
great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and 
fell on his neck, and kissed him. 

21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 

22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, 
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 

23 and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, 
and be merry: 

24 for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and 
is found. And they began to be merry. 

25 If Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew 
nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. 

26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things 
meant . 

27 And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath 
killed the fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. 

28 And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore came his father 
out, and entreated him. 

29 And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I 
serve thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment; and 
yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends : 

30 but as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy 
living with harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. 

31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I 
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have is thine. 

32 It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy 
brother was dead, and is alive again; and was lost, and is found. 

Luke 15:11-32. The Prodigal Son. 

In the previous two parables, Jesus revealed the seeking love of 
God for the lost. In this third parable, the emphasis is on the human 
side . 

Verses 11,12. For the head of a family the Jewish custom of the 
time included drawing up a will to bestow his possessions to his 
heirs after his death. Another option: during his lifetime, give to 
his heirs in the form of presents. Usually as with the elder son, the 
father still had the use of the property until his death. The portion 
allotted to the younger son was given to him before his father's 
death . 

Verse 13. Once in possession of his inheritance, the younger son 
took everything he had and moved far away from his home, so that he 
could live as he pleased. In unrestrained self-indulgence and riotous 
living, with many willing friends who helped him, he consumed all 
that he had. In his desperate search for freedom from his father's 
watchful eye, he had succumbed to the influence of sin and a downward 
spiral to utter ruin. He ended up with nothing, and was completely 
alone . 

To rebel against God, seeking some absurd idea of freedom, one 
only wastes and destroys the precious gifts one has received from 
God. True happiness is only found in the expression and use of these 
gifts to glorify God, and in relationship to Him, and in serving 
one's neighbors. 

Verse 14. Once the great famine set in, none of the former 
friends who helped him waste his life and wealth, would give him 
anything. He began to be in need of food, and shelter, and 
companionship. He was broke, alone, hungry. 

Verses 15,16. The only job he could find was to look after a 
herd of pigs, considered by the Jews as the lowest and most repulsive 
form of being someone's servant. Even worse is the fact that he is 
treated worse than the pigs and cannot even get enough of the coarse 
food he feeds the pigs. He has reached the bottom. 

Verse 17. Finally he comes to realize what a fool he has been. 
His present misery shows in contrast what he had given up by running 
from the company and comfort of his home. 
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Verses 18,19. He not only realizes what he had given up, but 
also his sin for taking his inheritance and wasting it all for 
selfish and destructive living. He is prepared to admit his guilt 
against his father and God, and ask for forgiveness - expecting by 
faith that his father will not cast him aside but only expecting and 
asking to be treated as a common laborer. His former pride in 
demanding his inheritance is gone - now he feels unworthy to be 
called his father's son. He claims no merit on his side, but depends 
on the grace and mercy of his father to accept him. 

So with every sinner, we must come to God aware of our 
unworthiness and depend solely on the merit of Jesus as our Savior 
who paid the price for our redemption. 

Verse 20. Once the realization was recognized he got up and 
journeyed back to his home. The father, meanwhile had continued to 
love and long for his son - even keeping an eye out for his possible 
return. He is described as seeing his son when still a distance away. 
He ran to meet him and greeted him affectionately. This again shows 
the seeking love of God, the forgiveness in Christ and the inward 
working of the Holy Spirit - all working to bring one lost into the 
Father's arms. 

Verses 21-24. The son admits his sin openly to his father. The 
father immediately responds with complete forgiveness - commanding 
the servants to get a robe, a ring, and shoes - showing that he was 
accepted fully as his own son - even the fatted calf - saved only for 
very special occasions - a joyful feast to celebrate the return of 
his son from the far country where he was lost and dead to his 
father . 

When a sinner turns to God he is likewise accepted as a beloved 
child - and there is rejoicing in heaven. 

Verses 25-28. We now turn to the elder brother, who becomes 
upset at the return of his foolish brother - and the joyful 
celebration in his honor. This again points to the attitude of the 
Pharisees and scribes toward Jesus' teaching, and mixing with 
publicans and sinners. The elder brother refuses to join in the 
celebration and is annoyed with his father's actions. 

The father had actually gone out to the elder brother to invite 
him to join in the celebration. He shows equal love to this elder son 
and wants him to share his love for the saving of the lost one. 

Verses 29,30. From the words of the elder son it shows that he 
thinks of himself as the perfect son, having stayed and worked as was 
his duty. Because of this he sees himself as deserving honor and 
reward - for his works (not his relationship of love with his 
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father). He sees his younger brother as the total opposite - having 
no right to acceptance as son, having wasted his inheritance, and 
coming back with nothing. He cannot understand or accept the way his 
father has treated "his son" - not "my brother" - he no longer 
claimed him as brother. 

Jesus is describing the traditional practices of the Pharisees. 
They claim to be pleasing God by their self-righteous adherence to 
certain religious laws and special practices. In their cold life of 
works, they removed themselves from any association with those unlike 
them - considered below them, sinners not worthy to be counted as 
children of God. 

Verse 31. The elder brother accuses his father of not giving him 
any special treatment. With great sympathy the father replies that 
everything he had was at all times available to him. If they were not 
enjoyed, then it is the son's choice to have lived as only a worker 
and not as the owner's son. 

Jesus is teaching the Pharisees that God has always been seeking 
to bless the true believers among His people. But in their spiritual 
estrangement from Him, they are not even aware of their poor and 
unhappy condition. 

Verse 32. The other accusation - to the elder brother, it seems 
that his younger brother has been rewarded for what he has done. He 
is reassured that that has nothing to do with it. It is only 
rejoicing from gratitude for one of the family to be reunited after 
having been lost for a time. 

By this, Jesus is trying to show the Pharisees that God does not 
require so-called meritorious works, like careful observance of the 
Law and following outward formalities. God seeks people to turn to 
Him in humble repentance and acknowledged dependence on Him. Then 
they are in a relationship of love, acceptance, peace, and joy. 

Do we see ourselves in this story? If so, where? Do we see the 
joy of full sonship and experience the grace and love of the Father? 

Or, do we follow the outward forms, being respectable and pious, 
but not enjoying a relationship with the Father and the immeasurable 
blessings that He offers us? 

We are not told whether the elder son went in after the Father's 
council. We are not told how the younger son behaved after this. Both 
were free to make their own choice. So also we continually have the 
choice . 

To some degree or other, we have all chosen our own way, to 
pursue the goals that we learned growing up, and under the influence 
of the world, our own ego and ambition - and at some point, we 
realized that few of these things worked out the way we planned or 
brought the promised happiness they were supposed to. We realized our 
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helplessness, our hopelessness, our loneliness. At that point we 
turned to find our way to the waiting forgiveness and love and 
acceptance of the Father through His Son Jesus. Thankfulness results. 
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Luke 16:1-18. 

1 And he said also unto his disciples, There was a certain rich 
man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him that he 
had wasted his goods. 

2 And he called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this 
of thee? give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no 
longer steward. 

3 Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for my 
lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to beg I am 
ashamed . 

4 I am resolved what to do, that, when I am put out of the 
stewardship, they may receive me into their houses. 

5 So he called every one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said 
unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord? 

6 And he said, A hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, 
Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty. 

7 Then said he to another, And how much owest thou? And he said, A 
hundred measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and 
write fourscore. 

8 And the lord commended the unjust steward, because he had done 
wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light. 

9 And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the mammon of 
unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may receive you into 
everlasting habitations. 

10 U He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 
much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much. 

11 If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which is another man's, 
who shall give you that which is your own? 

13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the 
one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 
the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. 

14 Tf And the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these 
things: and they derided him. 

15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves 
before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly 
esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God. 

16 If The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the 
kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it. 

17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle 
of the law to fail. 

18 H Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, 
committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from 
her husband committeth adultery. 
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Luke 16:1-13. Parable of the Unjust Steward. 

This parable has been used by Christ's critics to try to prove 
an unethical teaching. They are wrong. Faithfulness of the servant is 
the issue. 

Verses 1,2. Here a servant had wasted his master's goods (as had 
the prodigal son). When the master was informed - he demanded an 
account of the property the servant managed, to find the true extent 
of the servant's transgression. Since he did not immediately have him 
arrested, it suggests that he thought the steward negligent or 
irresponsible - then only fired him. 

Verses 3,4. The culprit used to easy living, could not imagine 
doing strenuous work or debasing himself by begging. In his cunning 
mind, he thought of a way to feather his nest, so to speak. 

Verses 5-7. He met with those who owed his former master. One by 
one, he suggested they cancel their former debt agreements and draw 
up new ones with a considerable reduction in the amount owed. He 
robbed his master but gained favor from the debtors for lightening 
their debt. 

Verse 8. The owner found out about this devious action - by 
which the steward hoped to be taken care of by the debtors for his 
trickery. Since the former agreements had been destroyed, and he had 
spoken to them individually, there was no evidence, and no witnesses 
to prove the case. The master had no legal recourse. He could only 
acknowledge the shrewdness of the steward for his "worldly wisdom". 
By not continuing the story, Jesus emphasizes the clever way men of 
the world act selfishly toward their fellow men. 

Jesus is pointing to the often observable behavior of those like 
the Pharisees who, in their self-righteous and prideful attitude, rub 
the wrong way those who they should seek to influence - the publicans 
and sinners. At no point does Jesus suggest that the Steward was 
anything but unjust. He was not suggesting that we use dishonest 
methods . 

Verse 9. The reference to worldly possessions in the parable. 
Jesus calls them the mammon of unrighteousness because they are 
commonly the temptation for injustice - whether in selfish 
accumulation or use. Man's sinful attitude and action make these 
things a curse to the unsaved. Jesus does not teach that these things 
are evil in themselves. Jesus teaches that His followers must use 
worldly goods to help others, and therefore building up treasure for 
themselves in heaven, and to be welcomed by those they helped on 
earth . 
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The unjust steward may be taken in by his fellow dishonest 
benefactors, until they get tired of him or he dies. 

Verses 10,11. A person's character remains the same, no matter 
what quantity of wealth or degree of poverty. It depends on the 
disposition of the heart. If irresponsible and dishonest with small 
things, so will one be with greater things. This goes for material 
things and spiritual things. If unfaithful and hypocritical with 
ordinary things, so will they be with spiritual matters - no 
spiritual gifts or blessings can be entrusted to them. 

Verse 12. Everything that a person is and has is given by the 
Creator, so that a person has more than enough for themselves, but 
that they may be a blessing for neighbors. To share what one has been 
given by God is to honor God. If a person is dishonest, and covetous, 
greedy, and self-seeking, then they cannot expect to please God, or 
receive spiritual gifts or eternal life with God. 

Verse 13. To live for the accumulation and enjoyment of earthly 
goods is a life of slave labor for the Mammon of unrighteousness. 
Even if perceived as free and independent, and making choices, yet 
they are bound by their slavery to their sin. It is not possible to 
serve God in thankfulness and generosity and at the same time, be 
greedy and selfish, and grasp everything that comes your way. 

Our attitude and actions respecting earthly goods show the 
disposition of our hearts. The value is not how much one has but in 
what one does with whatever God has blessed you with - including 
time, abilities (physical and spiritual), compassion, as well as 
sharing material resources. 

Luke 16:14-18. The Authority of the Law. 

The reaction of the Pharisees to the teaching Jesus had just 
given was to scoff at Him. The true reason was that they loved money 
and all that went with it. 

Verse 14. The Pharisees thought their careful observance of the 
Law earned them the reward of riches from God. On the other hand, 
Jesus and His small group of followers were certainly too poor to 
claim that God had honored them. 

Verse 15. Jesus points out their complete misunderstanding. By 
doing good works as a public display, they claimed their wealth as 
proof of God's blessing. Because of their self-righteous observance 
of the Law, they think of themselves as pious and just. God, however, 
sees the hidden motives in their hearts, not just their outward acts. 
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Verse 16. The ministry of John had begun the dispensation of the 
New Testament - the kingdom of God on earth through Jesus His Son. 
The new message was one of forgiveness and faith. The new way of this 
kingdom was self-denial and dedicated determination, described as a 
violent change of life and direction. One must strive with all one's 
might to enter by the strait gate - a matter of life or condemnation. 
Most of the Pharisees not only refuse to believe Jesus, but make fun 
of Him - thereby choosing to exclude themselves from His kingdom. 

Verse 17. Even though a new Gospel has been brought to men, it 
is not a displacement of the Old Testament, but the fulfillment of 
its preparation - it remains the moral and spiritual authority as 
man's guide to the way God expects us to live. 

Verse 18. These laws are not to be violated - adultery is still 
adultery. Today many wealthy people support charities and share their 
wealth - and are regarded very highly. We can be sure that many of 
them are sincere and do these things as Christians, seeking to follow 
the teaching of Jesus. 

Also we must accept the fact that many do their good deeds and 
support charities for the praise of men. They think of themselves as 
good and welcome honor and recognition - which is their only and just 
reward. In their spiritual blindness, they are as blind and 
misleading as the Pharisees of Jesus' time. 

A Note on Marriage. 

By the time of Jesus, some of the commandments had been 
compromised by an accumulation of exceptions, and special conditions 
- all leaving men a way around their original strictness. 

A tradition of the Pharisees considered the wife bound to her 
husband - in other words, she had no rights, even if cruelly treated. 
The husband on the other hand had the right to dismiss - get rid of - 
his wife for certain kinds of trifling matters. Jesus clearly 
condemns this totally unjust practice. 
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Luke 16:19-17:10. 

19 If There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 

20 and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at 
his gate, full of sores, 

21 and desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich 
man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

22 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by 
the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was 
buried ; 

23 and in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 

24 And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now 
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. 

26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; 
neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. 

27 Then he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest 
send him to my father's house: 

28 for I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest 
they also come into this place of torment. 

29 Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; let 
them hear them. 

30 And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from 
the dead, they will repent. 

31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

Chapter 17:1-10. 

1 Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that 
offenses will come: but woe unto him, through whom they come! 

2 It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend one of 
these little ones. 

3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 

4 And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven 
times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt 
forgive him. 

5 U And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith. 
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6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, 
and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. 

7 If But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, 
will say unto him by and by, when he is come from the field, Go and 
sit down to meat? 

8 and will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may 
sup, and gird thyself, and serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; 
and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 

9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were 
commanded him? I trow not. 

10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which 
are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done 
that which was our duty to do. 

Luke 16:19-31. The Rich Man and Lazarus. 

In this parable Jesus dramatically illustrates that the selfish 
use of wealth, though acceptable in the eyes of the world, is an 
abomination to God. 

Verse 19. The rich man clothed himself with the most luxurious 
and expensive clothing, and spared no expense in abundant and fancy 
foods every day. The highest purpose he had was to enjoy every 
worldly pleasure. No doubt he also was very proud of all his pomp and 
splendour . 

Verses 20,21. In contrast, we are shown the plight of a sick 
beggar, laid at the rich man's gate, who only hoped for even the 
crumbs that fell from the rich man's table. At no time do we hear 
that the rich man even noticed the pitiable beggar, much less had any 
sympathy or compassion to help relieve the suffering of the man. Only 
dogs took any interest in him, by licking his sores. Nevertheless by 
some means he lived for some period of time, and daily lay at the 
rich man's gate hoping that eventually the man would take pity on 
him. That never happened. 

Verse 22. Finally the beggar died. Because he trusted in God, 
and never became bitter, nor did he complain about his condition, or 
curse the rich man, he was taken to the place of the righteous dead 
in the presence of Father Abraham. No doubt the beggar's body had 
been buried, but without ceremony. 

Verse 23. The rich man also died and no doubt buried with a 
grand and expensive funeral. As is always the case, the rich man 
could not take any of his riches or pleasures with him. On the other 
side his condition was totally opposite of what it had been on earth. 
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While Lazarus enjoys peace and joy with Abraham, the rich man was in 
constant torment. 

Verse 24. While on earth, the rich man had never had to ask 
anyone for anything, nor noticed the needs of others. Now in his 
misery he begs for help, if only a single drop of water to cool his 
tongue. He is the suffering one who begs. 

Verse 25. Abraham answered that there was no way to change 
things now. The rich man had chosen his own fate. In his life, he 
honored only himself. Not once had he sought to honor God by sharing 
the gifts God had blessed him with. Lazarus, on the other hand, had 
accepted his state of suffering just as Job had - not turning from 
God but trusting in God. By trusting in God, the beggar had been 
given true blessed life from God. 

Verse 26. Whatever choices are made in this life, after death 
the time of grace and choice are finished. There is no communication 
or possibility of change between those in Paradise and those in 
torment in Sheol (Hades). 

Verses 27, 28. The rich man now realizes that his selfish and 
heartless life has put him in torment, and thinking that his brothers 
are living exactly the same way as he had, he pleads with Abraham to 
send Lazarus to warn them to repent of their evil life so they won't 
end up like he did. 

Verse 29. Abraham replies that they are without excuse. The Word 
of God - the Law and the Prophets show the way of salvation. They 
have the full opportunity to do so. This also implies that the rich 
man himself had had the same chance all his life to seek God and find 
the truth about salvation and everlasting life. 

Verse 30. The rich man is described as a typical Jew asking for 
an astounding sign to force his brothers to believe. He wants Lazarus 
to return from the dead to warn his brothers. 

Verse 31. Abraham replies that if they have ignored the Word of 
God and been completely selfish, they will persist in their unbelief 
even if someone were to rise from the dead. 

These words were prophetic of many people's response to Jesus' 
resurrection. This would be the sign for all the Jews of the truth of 
His being the Messiah, the Savior, the proof of everything He had 
preached and taught and all the healings and miracles He had done. 
Yet He knew that most would continue in their stubborn, worldly- 
minded, selfish unbelief. The actual course of events proved this to 
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be true. 

Luke 16:19-31 - Conclusion. 

Jesus told this parable not to give us a picture of life after 
death, but to vividly show the absolute seriousness of life on earth. 
Our choices here decide our destination there. That a person is rich, 
powerful, honored, and popular, who lavishly enjoys every comfort, 
has no bearing on where they will be after death. Only if they have 
been saved by Jesus can their destination be life eternal. In the 
same way, a person that suffers many hardships, poverty, illness, and 
persecution does not determine their destination. Neither does it 
reveal whether they are blessed by God in this life. Just review the 
life of Paul. God chooses a life that is best for us, to live 
according to His will, to be useful and bear good fruit. 

Note: The name Lazarus - Greek form of Eleazar - means "God has 
helped." Though in the story he was ignored and neglected, he looked 
to God for help. It is also significant that the beggar never utters 
a complaint or argument. 

17:1-10. Concerning Offenses. 

Verses 1,2. Jesus is addressing His disciples - warning of how 
important their example is; that their attitude or neglect may lead 
to spiritual harm to others - especially weaker ones. So terrible is 
the punishment that it would be better that they died a violent death 
first. Thus they would escape the sin and the punishment. 

The dramatic way He explains the vital importance of causing 
anyone to fall into sin because of one's life or attitude, shows the 
seriousness and necessity of being careful not to live in such a way 
as to cause others harm. 

Verses 3,4. It is also necessary to continually be forgiving to 
those who offend, or sin against them. First they must rebuke and 
make the offense known to the person. Then if he asks forgiveness, he 
must be forgiven. Without the repentance, forgiveness is not offered. 
On the other hand, there is no limit to the number of times one can 
be forgiven if it is asked for. 

Verse 5. The foregoing pronouncements make the disciples 
profoundly concerned about their own ability and responsibility to 
meet such righteous demands, so they ask for more strength and faith 
to be able to so live, that they may live without offending and be 
prepared to forgive. 
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Verse 6. Jesus points out that greater quantity is not what they 
need, but the right kind; a living vigorous faith. The example of the 
very small mustard seed is given - because in even such a tiny seed 
dwells the germ of life potentially to become a great tree. To have 
faith of the same quality, no task would be too great. This was made 
manifest at Pentecost. 

Verses 7-9. Those that thereby perform glorious things in His 
service are in danger of becoming proud of their deeds as if they did 
them on their own, and thereby think they deserve special recognition 
and honour. 

As in ordinary life, if a servant only fulfilled his required 
duties, he does not expect to be waited upon, and praised by his 
master. Also a servant of God should not become so puffed up in his 
own mind as to expect special honour, or reward from God for merely 
doing his duty. 

V. The lesson is to remain humble, knowing that all they can do 
in serving the Lord is their duty, not earning special rewards. Any 
blessing and gifts from God are the results only of grace and mercy, 
not anything earned or deserved. The grateful and happy privilege is 
that we can serve Him. 

It is certainly a high and responsible calling to represent 
Christ by the way we live and act toward and before others. We must 
be alert to what example we are showing and what attitude we have 
toward those that are weak or lost - those in need, whether 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually. We also need to continue to 
pray for wisdom & strength to perceive the loving & sincere way to 
live, bringing honor and glory to God and His Son Jesus. Amen! 
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Luke 17:11-37. 

11 U And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed 
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 

12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men 
that were lepers, which stood afar off: 

13 and they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us. 

14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go show yourselves unto 
the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were 
cleansed . 

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
and with a loud voice glorified God, 

16 and fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he 
was a Samaritan. 

17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where 
are the nine? 

18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save 
this stranger. 

19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made 
thee whole. 

20 If And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of 
God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh 
not with observation: 

21 neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you. 

22 If And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye 
shall desire to see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall 
not see it . 

23 And they shall say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after 
them, nor follow them. 

24 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under 
heaven, shineth unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the 
Son of man be in his day. 

25 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this 
generation . 

26 And as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the 
days of the Son of man. 

27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in 
marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. 

28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; 

29 but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven, and destroyed them all. 

30 Even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is 
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revealed . 

31 In that day, he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff 
in the house, let him not come down to take it away: and he that is 
in the field, let him likewise not return back. 

32 Remember Lot's wife. 

33 Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and 
whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it. 

34 I tell you, in that night there shall be two men in one bed; the 
one shall be taken, and the other shall be left. 

35 Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be taken, 
and the other left. 

36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the 
other left. 

37 And they answered and said unto him, Where, Lord? And he said 
unto them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be 
gathered together. 

Luke 17:11-19. The Healing of the Lepers. 

The last part of the journey to Jerusalem, most of which is told 
only by Luke. 

Verses 11-13. This happened as Jesus and his followers were 
making their way between Galilee and Samaria. Here the lepers (who 
had obviously heard a great deal about Jesus' healing and other 
amazing works), have sought him out hoping He will take pity on them. 
They call out to Him from a distance, in obedience to the laws of 
lepers staying away from the healthy. They cry out together. They 
will also obey Christ together. 

Verse 14. Jesus here merely demands that they go and show 
themselves to the priests that they may be certified as pure, so that 
they may re-enter society. They are healed as they obey His command, 
to begin their journey to the local priests; their faith in following 
His word was what healed them. 

Verses 15,16. Only one, a Samaritan, when he realized he was 
healed, immediately came back to Jesus, fell at His feet and 
glorified God, thanking Him for the miraculous cure. 

Verses 17,18. Jesus is disappointed at the ingratitude of the 
other nine who go on their way disregarding the giver of the gift of 
healing . 

Verse 19. Jesus tells the Samaritan to get up, and that he is 
saved by his faith in Jesus and his new relationship with Him. The 
other nine had no such assurance. 
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We must realize the gift of life, we must be grateful and 
sincere in thanking Him for all that He has provided - security, 
forgiveness, peace, joy, trust, that in Him we have life - and that 
is eternal. 

Luke 17:20-37. The Sudden Coming of the Kingdom. 

The Pharisees are asking when the Kingdom is coming - thinking 
of the prophesied Messiah who would establish His Kingdom in Israel, 
thereby defeating the Romans. 

Verse 21. Jesus' reply explains that the coming of the Messiah 
would not be predictable by watching for certain signs or seasons. He 
replies that the kingdom has come to earth by His own presence and 
ministry - whereby many have believed on Jesus for salvation and obey 
His commandments. 

He also teaches that the final coming of the kingdom will happen 
so suddenly and unexpectedly that no one will be able to accurately 
predict it. 

Verse 22. In turning to His disciples, He tells of the trials 
they will endure when they will yearn for His immediate coming. 

Verses 23,24. During those times, many will try to mislead them 
by all manner of speculation about times and events and false 
Christs . 

The disciples and all true believers after them must not be 
deceived. When Jesus returns, it will be without warning and so 
universally visible as lightning across the sky - there will be no 
doubt left. 

Verse 25. Before this appearance in glory, the Messiah must 
suffer many things and be rejected by this generation of the chosen 
people - those who should have accepted Him as their Messiah. 

Verses 26,27. It will be as in the time before the great flood. 
The great majority of the people will be completely occupied by their 
personal, materialistic, and self -pleasing affairs, and take no heed 
of the preaching and warning of the coming judgment. When that 
judgment comes, there will be no time for deliverance. It will be 
sudden and unexpected. 

Verses 28-30. The people of Sodom had become so engrossed in 
their utterly selfish sins, their preoccupation with their pleasure 
seeking, that God's judgment overtook them. After Lot's forced exit, 
the city and all within were destroyed! The judgment of mankind at 
Christ's Second Coming will likewise come at a day and hour without 
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warning . 

Jesus did teach His disciples that certain perceptible signs 
would precede His coming. Reminders to those who watch that His 
coming was certain, but not revealing the actual year, month, day or 
hour. This appearance will be sudden and unexpected. Those who have 
not prepared themselves in faithfulness and expectation, will be 
judged accordingly. His coming will be sudden and visible to all. 

Verse 31. Jesus describes examples of the danger of putting the 
highest value on material possessions. This temptation is sinful and 
selfish and leads only to destruction. It is therefore essential to 
put trust and faith in God alone. 

Verse 32. Lot's wife, though fleeing from Sodom, in her turning 
back toward the city revealed her continued attachment toward what 
she highly valued there, which led to her destruction. 

Verse 33. The warning is clear - those who selfishly spend their 
time seeking their own pleasure, possessions, and power are choosing 
a life without God, denying Christ. They will at the same time choose 
a life of unsatisfied ambition, insecurity, frustration, and 
disappointment . 

He who spends his life putting Jesus first, in selflessness and 
service to others, and trusts Jesus, will experience true joy, 
contentment, and peace - both here and hereafter. At the end of a 
life dedicated to personal gain, all will be lost. At the end of a 
life given to honoring and serving God, all will be gained by life 
eternal, even though the world's opinion will be that their life has 
been wasted. 

Verses 34,35. When the Son of Man appears in Glory, a complete, 
final separation will take place between the faithful and faithless. 
Even between those who are closest in life, the separation will take 
place - the faithful taken to be with the Lord, the unbelievers left 
behind for judgment. 

Verse 37. When the question is asked where the unsaved will be 
left, Jesus does not answer directly. He quotes a proverb. Where 
those dead in there sins are, the predators of destruction will as 
certainly come upon them, just as carrion eating birds are seen 
flocking over dead meat. The judgments of God are just as sure. 

The main point is crystal clear. Our choice in life determines 
our ultimate end. One day, everyone will have to face Jesus. If we 
have chosen to live for ourselves, we will lose everything. If we 
have chosen a life of faith and service to Jesus, we gain everything. 
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Though there remain many temptations and personal weaknesses, 
and we fail to always do what's best for others, and are often 
selfish - the most important value - is what is in your heart. 

We must continually thank God for the gift of mercy and 
forgiveness. God knows our weaknesses and Jesus experienced our 
temptations, so God's plan prepared for this. Jesus paid the price 
for all our sins - past, present, and future. This shows the infinite 
love God has toward us, and what He was prepared to pay, in order for 
us to be reunited with our Creator. Now we may enjoy our life beyond 
measure and in a relationship that is eternal. Amen. 
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Luke 18:1-30. 

1 And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint; 

2 saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not God, 
neither regarded man: 

3 and there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, 
saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 

4 And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within 
himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; 

5 yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by 
her continual coming she weary me. 

6 And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. 

7 And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night 
unto him, though he bear long with them? 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when 
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 

9 U And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: 

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and 
the other a publican. 

11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this publican. 

12 I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to me a sinner. 

14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather 
than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

15 Tf And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch 
them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 

16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God. 

17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein. 

18 If And a certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life? 

19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, 
save one, that is, God. 

20 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not 
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor thy father and 
thy mother. 

21 And he said, All these have I kept from my youth up. 
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22 Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest 
thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me. 

23 And when he heard this, he was very sorrowful: for he was very 
rich . 

24 And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, he said, How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God! 

25 For it is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye, than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. 

26 And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved? 

27 And he said, The things which are impossible with men are 
possible with God. 

28 Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. 

29 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man 
that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, 
for the kingdom of God's sake, 

30 who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in 
the world to come life everlasting. 

Luke 18:1-8. The Unjust Judge. 

In the previous verses Jesus emphasized the fact that no one 
will be able to predict the time of His Second Coming. In this 
parable He teaches believers not to be discouraged if His coming 
seems to be long delayed - they should persist in prayer, not be 
discouraged but know that His coming will be exactly at the right 
time. He will then bring judgment against the powers of evil, and 
reward to His chosen. A more general meaning is also included - the 
faithful should persevere in prayer in all matters even when the 
answer is not immediate. 

Verse 2. The judge is portrayed as totally self centered - not 
respectful of the honor and commands of God, nor the opinions or 
influence of men. The Heavenly Father, in contrast, is holy and just 
and continually provides for the highest well-being of those who call 
upon Him in prayer. 

Verse 3. The complaining widow repeatedly goes to the judge to 
ask for justice. The elect of God humbly seek His help in prayer. The 
unjust judge has no regard or interest in the widow's case. On the 
other hand, God knows His children, loves them, and is intimately 
interested in their lives. 

Verses 4,5. Though heartless and unjust, the judge decides to 
resolve her case - the only reason being that she continued to bother 
him and his peace and comfort would be gone if she persisted in 
troubling him. 
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Verses 6,7. If such an unjust judge finally grants the plea of 
the persistent widow, how much more will God, perfect in love and 
righteousness, continually bring justice to His children, forgiving 
their sins, and answering their prayers? 

Verse 8. At the appointed time, God will suddenly and finally 
put an end to the distress of His chosen ones. 

Believers are warned that they must keep the faith through all 
trials because His Coming is certain. His victory is the outcome - no 
matter what. The apparent delay leads to having misgivings. The 
question suggests that Jesus knows that the majority of the people at 
His Second Coming will be non-believers. Nevertheless, a faithful 
remnant will persevere to the end. 

Luke 18:9-14. Parable of Pharisee and Publican. 

This parable indicates the right attitude of believing prayer. 

Verse 9. It was addressed to certain persons (probably 
Pharisees) - who thought they were the righteous, who looked down on 
others who they regarded as unclean sinners. 

Verse 10. At a particular time a Pharisee and a publican went to 
the temple to pray. 

Verses 11,12. The Pharisee goes as far as to thank God he is not 
like other people - but better than they are. This is based on his 
outward ethical behavior, plus he does good works - by fasting twice 
a week - more than is demanded by law, and tithes all his income, not 
just certain kinds of income as the law requires. 

Verse 13. The publican is a typical example of the kind of 
person despised by the Pharisees because of their sinful life. The 
publican is aware of the real sinfulness of his life. He recognizes 
this unworthiness before God. This is shown also by his remaining far 
from the holiest parts of the temple. He does not even dare to raise 
his eyes. He beats on his chest, and begs for God's mercy - admitting 
he has no claim on the goodness of God - showing true repentance. 

Verse 14. Jesus declares that the Pharisee outwardly puts on 
airs of being righteous but is not seen that way by God - who sees 
his formal and outward behavior along with his pride and contempt for 
others . 

The publican, in admitting the true state of his sinfulness, 
acknowledges his heart-felt need for forgiveness by begging for God's 
mercy: he is granted that forgiveness. 
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He who thinks of himself so highly by their own works, will be 
humbled by God. He who humbles himself before God will be lifted up 
by God. 

We all have weaknesses, as the Pharisee, to think we are better 
than others. We must continually pray to remain humble - never 
forgetting our need for forgiveness - therefore our continuing need 
of Jesus as our Savior. 

Luke 18:15-17. Jesus and the Little Children. 

Verse 15. On a certain day, ordinary people brought their 
infants to be blessed by Jesus. The disciples considered this a waste 
of His time. They reprimand the parents, telling them not to bother 
Jesus with their children. 

Verse 16. Jesus exhibited tender love towards little children - 
immediately called the parents to come to Him with their little ones 
- and warned all those present not to prevent little ones from coming 
to Him. He declared that such were like those who enter the kingdom 
of heaven - those that are humble, receptive and trusting, with 
simple faith. 

Verse 17. Those who do not doubt the love of God and don't rely 
on their own supposed merits will be the ones who will be given 
redemption and the eventual blessing of God's kingdom. 

This teaching points out to us the absolute essential place that 
training children and ministering to them in churches takes in all 
times and places. Each child has great value to Jesus and so also 
should they be to each of us. 

Luke 18:18-30. The Wealthy Young Man. 

Verse 18. A wealthy, highly-esteemed man comes earnestly seeking 
the way to eternal life, asking Jesus, "What should I do?" He 
apparently does not recognize Jesus as the Messiah, yet esteems Him 
highly - addressing Him as Good Master. 

Verse 19. Jesus replies with the question, "Why callest thou me 
good?" He points out that only God is good in an absolute sense. 
Since the man does not recognize Jesus as the Son of God but a normal 
person - he should not call him good. Those who know Him as the 
divine Savior, having no sin should call Him Good Master. He regards 
the remark by the young man as an attempt at flattery. 

Verse 20. The man asks how he may earn eternal life by his own 
deeds. Jesus refers him to the 10 Commandments - "Whosoever does 
these things perfectly shall live." 
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Verse 21. No one but Jesus Himself could ever actually fulfill 
God's Law perfectly. Not understanding the fulness of the Law's 
requirements, the man claims to know and to have observed all of them 
faithfully from his youth up until that time. Obviously he considers 
himself righteous and appears disappointed that this is all that 
Jesus tells him. Also apparently the man was not at peace, insecure 
about his relationship with God, here asking that there must be 
something more, some special work that would lead to peace and 
assurance of redemption. 

Verse 22. Jesus doesn't remark about the real truth of the young 
man's claim of righteousness. He discerns the man's heart - though he 
seeks eternal life, he is firmly attached to his earthly possessions 
- a great obstacle. Jesus tells him that this wealth stands between 
him and God. To give his heart to God, he must give up his worldly 
goods, sell them and give the money to the poor, then he will be 
ready to come and follow Jesus. He could have proved his faith and 
trust in God, not his riches. He could truly have been redeemed by 
his faith in Christ alone. 

Verse 23. That Jesus' judgment was true is seen in the response 
by the young man. He became extremely sad, unwilling to obey Jesus' 
command, so he went away disappointed, back to his riches. 

Verses 24,25. As the man walked away, Jesus expressed to His 
disciples the strength of the temptation that wealth held over 
people. The world teaches us almost from birth, that the most 
important pursuit in life is the never-ending accumulation of worldly 
goods, with its attending respect and honor and influence. Jesus 
poses the possibility of a rich man being saved in the saying, it is 
as possible as passing a camel through the eye of a needle. No one in 
his own strength can overcome the lure of worldly wealth. But with 
God all things are possible. 

Verse 26. The general view of those days was that those who were 
well-to-do were considered blessed by God, and those who were poor 
were being punished by God for their sins. Those listening to Jesus 
ask in surprise - then who can be saved - if the favored rich have no 
chance, where does that leave those below them in society, or the 
poor? 

Verse 27. Jesus replies that no one, rich or poor, has the power 
or ability to save themselves - but God does have both power and 
authority, as well as grace and mercy, to save both rich and poor. 
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Verse 28. Almost predictably, Peter speaks out, as he frequently 
did, reminding Jesus that he and the other disciples had given up 
everything to follow Him. In this way, he is asking Jesus if perhaps 
they may be included in the saved category. 

Verses 29,30. Rather than give a direct answer, Jesus makes a 
positive statement of a spiritual law of the kingdom of God - 
everyone who gives up anything for Jesus' sake will absolutely 
inherit eternal life, and receive rich blessings in this life - pure 
love, peace, and assurance of salvation, and joy - all things that no 
amount of money can buy. 

Jesus is saying that to inherit eternal life, we must be 
inwardly free from the power of ambition, possessions, and our own 
pride. We must seek to do God's will in all things. Whether rich or 
poor, in sickness or health, alone or among many, we must desire to 
serve the Lord with whatever goods, abilities, and energy He has 
given us. 

Amen . 
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Luke 18:31-19:10. 

31 If Then he took unto him the twelve, and said unto them, Behold, 
we go up to Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished. 

32 For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be 
mocked, and spitefully entreated, and spitted on: 

33 and they shall scourge him, and put him to death; and the third 
day he shall rise again. 

34 And they understood none of these things: and this saying was 
hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken. 

35 Tf And it came to pass, that as he was come nigh unto Jericho, a 
certain blind man sat by the wayside begging: 

36 and hearing the multitude pass by, he asked what it meant. 

37 And they told him, that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by. 

38 And he cried, saying, Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on 
me . 

39 And they which went before rebuked him, that he should hold his 
peace: but he cried so much the more, Thou Son of David, have mercy 
on me. 

40 And Jesus stood, and commanded him to be brought unto him: and 
when he was come near, he asked him, 

41 saying, What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he said, 
Lord, that I may receive my sight. 

42 And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved 
thee . 

43 And immediately he received his sight, and followed him, 
glorifying God: and all the people, when they saw it, gave praise 
unto God. 

Chapter 19:1-10. 

1 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 

2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacche'us, which was the 
chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 

3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the 
press, because he was little of stature. 

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see 
him; for he was to pass that way. 

5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and 
said unto him, Zacche'us, make haste, and come down; for today I must 
abide at thy house. 

6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 

7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was 
gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 

8 And Zacche'us stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, 
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the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 

9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this 
house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 

10 For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 
lost . 

Luke 18:31-34. His Suffering. 

This is the 4 th time Jesus tells about His coming suffering and 
death (begun in chapter 9:22,44; chapter 13:33). From here on 
everything is under the shadow of the cross until the third day and 
the empty tomb reveals Christ's victory over death. 

Verses 31-33. Because of the dramatic trauma of these coming 
events, Jesus takes the disciples aside. He again tells them of the 
prophesied events that will take place on this final trip to 
Jerusalem. Here He adds details about the ways He is to suffer - to 
be mocked and abused, spat upon, whipped severely, and finally killed 
by the Romans. Plus the victory of resurrection on the third day. 

Verse 34. The hopes and desires of the disciples were completely 
different, even opposite to the actual coming events. They were 
incapable of taking it in, and understanding that Jesus was 
foretelling His own future. Certainly they had accepted Him as God's 
Messiah, and He had power and authority to overcome all foes and 
establish His kingdom on earth. That their Messiah would suffer and 
die was so incomprehensible to them that they would clearly remember 
these words after they had come to pass. By telling them, they would 
later realize that these things were known by Jesus, and He wasn't 
taken by surprise by them - that He chose to follow that path as the 
only way to pay the ultimate price for the redemption of mankind. 

This had been planned before the beginning of time: that the 
Father would give His Son as the necessary sacrifice: that the Son 
gave Himself voluntarily to fulfill the gift of god's love. This plan 
was foretold in many places in the Old Testament (i.e. Isaiah 
49,50,53, etc.) Apparently up to that time, no Jewish teachers or 
leaders had understood the Scriptures that spoke of the Suffering 
Servant as concerning the promised Messiah. 

Luke 18:35-43. The Blind Man of Jericho. 

The way to Jerusalem led through Jericho. It was along this busy 
road that a certain blind beggar was sitting, hoping for someone to 
give him enough to get by on. As Jesus was passing with a crowd 
accompanying Him, the man called out to find what all the commotion 
was about. Someone informs him that Jesus of Nazareth is going by. 
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Verse 38. Obviously, he had heard many things of Jesus - 
healings of sick and crippled - that many thought he could be the 
Messiah. That He was nearby led the man to immediately cry out to Him 
as the Son of David (one of the prophecies concerning the Promised 
Messiah). He asked for mercy and an end to his misery. 

Verse 39. Some of the crowd tried to quiet him down - but he 
sees this as most likely his only chance to get Jesus' attention - so 
he yells out even more for Jesus' help. 

Verse 40. Jesus stopped and asked that the man be brought to 

Him. 

Verse 41. In order for the man to express his heartfelt need, 
Jesus asks him what he wants Him to do. In the misery of blindness, 
he immediately replies that he wishes to be able to see. 

Verse 42. Jesus replies, "Receive thy sight." and the man is 
instantly healed. The man in relief and gratitude began praising God 
and following Jesus - his faith had made him whole. The crowd, when 
they realized what had taken place, also gave praise to God for the 
great miracle God had wrought through Jesus. 

Chapter 19:1-10. Zacchaeus. 

A few days before the crucifixion, we see a dramatic example of 
the forgiving grace of God as Jesus seeks and saves one that was 
lost. 

Verses 1,2. Passing through Jericho, on the main road to 
Jerusalem, there were many publicans who collected the customs. The 
chief of these was a man named Zacchaeus who had become quite wealthy 
through this position. 

Verses 3,4. Without a doubt, he had previously heard a lot about 
Jesus' ministry among the common people. He was not like the Jewish 
religious leaders, who commonly despised and rejected all those who 
worked for the Romans. They labeled all such as sinners. Zacchaeus 
obviously had a deep yearning to see Jesus for himself. The crowd 
surrounding Jesus was so great that he, being short, could not see. 
He ran ahead and climbed a tree by the road. A rather undignified 
thing to do by a wealthy and influential official. His position was 
less important than seeing Jesus. What a sight! 

Verse 5. When Jesus came that way, He stopped at this unexpected 
sight, and looking up at Zacchaeus, called him by name and told him 
to come down, because He wished to stay at his house that 
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day . 

Verse 6. Without delay, he came down and with great respect and 
admiration brought Jesus to his home and shared with Him the utmost 
hospitality . 

Verse 7. Among the devout Jews it was unheard-of for a rabbi or 
other religious leader to associate with or pollute themselves by 
being a guest of such a publican. They were offended by this action, 
murmuring about how disgraceful this was. 

Verse 8. A great change had taken place in the heart of 
Zacchaeus by the time he stood and spoke in a spontaneous act of 
repentance, in gratitude and love, that he will give half his wealth 
to the poor and to pay back fourfold whatever he had wrongly taken in 
his capacity as tax collector. His new relationship with Jesus made 
him realize his greedy and selfish attitude of amassing wealth and 
his heartlessness toward those he had charged more than the lawful 
amount. Instead of taking, he now says "I give, I restore." 

Verse 9. Jesus knew that Zacchaeus had been a guilty and sinful 
man, spiritually lost. But this day salvation had come to him. Though 
a publican he still was a descendant of Abraham, but also now a 
spiritual son of Abraham through his faith in the Savior. He and his 
house are now saved. 

Verse 10. Jesus states that this shows most clearly His purpose 
(as the Great Shepherd) to seek and save the lost sheep (lost in sin 
and unbelief) . 

What we see here shows the dramatic change in a person's life 
when they accept Jesus. Forgiveness and salvation bring about a 
redirecting of one's motives and attitudes away from selfishness, 
greed and dishonesty towards generosity, compassion, and concern for 
others. They also bring gratitude and love toward God and His love, 
grace, and mercy through the sacrifice in sending His Holy Son to 
take our place on the cross. A gift beyond measure, of inestimable 
value and eternal in duration. It is beyond our full comprehension 
that our Creator places such a high value on each of us, that He 
provided such a perfect way that we might be forgiven and accepted as 
a child of His and that He wishes us to be with Him and His Son 
forever. He gives us a portion of His Spirit, that seals the 
relationship and works toward our growth and maturity, that we may 
mature to fulfill a role in His Kingdom of which we can barely 
imagine. Truly, we are blessed above all others in this assurance, 
lightening our burdens, giving us a peace beyond circumstances, a 
hope beyond death, a faith of confidence in His provision and support 
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of every effort, and a loving Father who wishes us to call upon Him 
for help in all our needs, concerns, and insecurities. To seek Him is 
to find Him. 

As Zacchaeus' heart melted from stone to flesh, he began to give 
- so our hearts should begin to share what we have, both goods and 
time, for others. 
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Luke 19:11-44. 

11 If And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, 
because he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the 
kingdom of God should immediately appear. 

12 He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far country to 
receive for himself a kingdom, and to return. 

13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, 
and said unto them, Occupy till I come. 

14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, 
saying, We will not have this man to reign over us. 

15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received 
the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to be called unto him, 
to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man 
had gained by trading. 

16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten 
pounds . 

17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast 
been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. 

18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five 
pounds . 

19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. 

20 And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which 
I have kept laid up in a napkin: 

21 for I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest 
up that thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. 

22 And he saith unto him, Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, 
thou wicked servant. Thou knewest that I was an austere man, taking 
up that I laid not down, and reaping that I did not sow: 

23 wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at 
my coming I might have required mine own with usury? 

24 And he said unto them that stood by, Take from him the pound, 
and give it to him that hath ten pounds. 

25 (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.) 

26 For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be 
given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken 
away from him. 

27 But those mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over 
them, bring hither, and slay them before me. 

28 U And when he had thus spoken, he went before, ascending up to 
Jerusalem . 

29 And it came to pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the mount called the mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples, 

30 saying, Go ye into the village over against you; in the which at 
your entering ye shall find a colt tied, whereon yet never man sat: 
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loose him, and bring him hither. 

31 And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose him? thus shall ye say 
unto him, Because the Lord hath need of him. 

32 And they that were sent went their way, and found even as he had 
said unto them. 

33 And as they were loosing the colt, the owners thereof said unto 
them, Why loose ye the colt? 

34 And they said, The Lord hath need of him. 

35 And they brought him to Jesus: and they cast their garments upon 
the colt, and they set Jesus thereon. 

36 And as he went, they spread their clothes in the way. 

37 And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount 
of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had 
seen ; 

38 saying, Blessed be the King 
that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
peace in heaven, 

and glory in the highest. 

39 And some of the Pharisees from among the multitude said unto 
him, Master, rebuke thy disciples. 

40 And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these 
should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 

41 U And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
it, 

42 saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid 
from thine eyes. 

43 For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast 
a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on 
every side, 

44 and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within 
thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; 
because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation. 

Luke 19:11-28. Parable of he Pounds. 

On the way to Jerusalem, still about 17 miles to go uphill from 
Jericho, Jesus teaches an important lesson and warning. 

Verse 11. He knew that many were expecting that at the Passover 
in the Holy City, Jesus would be revealed to be the Messiah and take 
over the country, as the king of the kingdom of God, thereupon 
destroying all of Israel's enemies. 

This parable explains that the earthly kingdom of God is not to 
take place at that time. That a period of time will pass while He is 
away and they have a great responsibility to faithfully work for Him 
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during that time. When He ultimately returns, there will be judgment 
- the faithful rewarded, the unfaithful and hostile will be punished. 

Verse 12. The one who journeyed to a far country to receive a 
kingdom is Jesus returning to His Father to reclaim his honor and 
glory and sit at His right hand as the Savior of mankind. 

Verse 13. To each follower, Jesus has given the good news of 
redemption through Him. That each of these should be busy about 
spreading the Good News faithfully, until He comes back to claim 
dominion over all the earth. 

Verse 14. The majority of the people and especially the 
religious leaders rejected Jesus. 

Verse 15. This in no way affected the outcome of the finished 
work of Jesus' death, resurrection, ascension, and glory when He is 
exalted in heaven. When He returns, He will require an account of His 
laborers in His vineyard and how faithful they have been. 

Verses 16,17. Jesus gives opportunities to serve the cause. 
Whoever, faithfully, and diligently uses them for God's glory will be 
richly rewarded in the heavenly kingdom, which includes a greater 
mission of governing ten cities on God's behalf. 

Verses 18,19. A lesser responsibility and performance will be 
rewarded in a smaller amount. 

Verses 20-25. One who is unfruitful in serving Jesus will 
receive no reward in the heavenly kingdom. The believer will not 
perish, but will be empty handed and suffer loss of reward. 

Verse 26. To the most fruitful will be added the most 
opportunities for continued service. One who neglects opportunities 
is unfaithful and shall have no opportunities for service. 

Verse 27. Those who reject Jesus as King and Lord will suffer 
judgment. The Jewish revolt against Rome - 66-70 A.D. - led to the 
killing of hundreds of thousands of Jews and the destruction of 
Jerusalem. The final judgment will finish this prophecy for all time. 

Verse 28. Jesus has again warned the Jewish people of the 
consequences of their refusal to accept Him as Messiah. As well He 
warned His disciples of the necessity of diligently and faithfully 
serving Him to the end. Then with set purpose, He continued on the 
path to Jerusalem. 
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All believers are called upon to bear fruit - whether by word, 
or deed, in prayer or offerings - thus storing up treasure in heaven 
which brings greater service in the everlasting life to come. 

Luke 19:29-44. The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem. 

Zechariah 9.9 foretold that the Messiah-king would enter 
Jerusalem as a lowly Prince of Peace, not a conquering military hero. 

As Jesus here enters Jerusalem, He offers Himself as the 
promised Messiah to the Jewish nation. 

Verses 29-34. Bethany was two miles from the city, Bethphage 
still nearer. Jesus had not yet openly claimed to be the Messiah. Now 
He is going to announce His Kingship here in Jerusalem as the One 
prophesied - so that everyone must take sides, either for Him or 
against Him. 

As the Prince of Peace, He will enter Jerusalem, on the back of 
a colt not before ridden. He tells His disciples to go before and 
loose the colt, and if asked, to say that the Lord has need of it, 
and they would comply, because they knew Him as Lord and would allow 
it. 

Verses 35,36. He then rides the colt on the road that leads to 
the city across the Mount of Olives. The large group of followers 
becomes more and more excited about Jesus being revealed as the 
Messiah - who would take over the nation. In honoring Him, they 
spread some of their clothing in the way to soften His path. 

Verse 37. The procession reaches the highest point on the Mount 
where they can see the Holy City. The disciples and company give 
release to their expectations, praising God for the mighty deeds and 
miracles, especially the raising of Lazarus, the healing of the 
blind, so recently, which only the Messiah could have done. 

Verse 38. The multitude call out praises to the blessed king 
that comes in the Name of the Lord - The Messiah - the bringer of 
Peace between God and men. Other names were called recorded in 
Matthew XXI and Mark 11. Expectations were high and enthusiasm was 
continually expressed and excitement was all around. 

Verse 39. There were also some Pharisees who were annoyed by the 
Messianic reverence voiced about Jesus, who they had long ago taken 
sides against. No doubt fear of some Roman retaliation because of the 
uproar was also on their minds. They dare not try to quiet the crowd 
themselves, they ask Jesus to get them to quiet down. 
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Verse 40. Jesus replies that the crowd is behaving correctly in 
hailing Him as the Messiah. It is impossible that He be not applauded 
on this occasion. If the crowd was silent, the stones must cry out in 
His honour as the true Messiah of God. 

Verse 41. In complete contrast to the rejoicing multitude, Jesus 
weeps over Jerusalem, knowing that the city would follow the example 
of the Pharisees, and be silent, that the majority of the Jewish 
people are about to reject Him unto His death. 

Verse 42. He weeps in pity for the fate of the people who reject 
Him, the utter destruction of them and their city. He speaks of His 
sincere desire that even at this late date they might come to their 
senses and accept the redemption from God He offers. He also realizes 
that it is too late. Their persistence in unbelief leaves them 
blinded to the salvation that is being offered before their eyes. 

Verses 43,44. For three years of His open and public ministry, 
He spoke words of eternal life - words from God. His gift of healing 
and miracles, His loving compassion, His patience - all these things 
had not moved them - but they rejected Him and chose not to accept or 
believe in Him. This was their time of Grace. It was over after His 
ascension. Within 40 years, their judgment came when the Roman Army 
surrounded the city, lay siege, and finally destroyed the Holy City - 
leaving not one stone upon another, nor anyone alive. 

This happened to the nation of Israel. It is the same for any 
individual who rejects God's gift of love in the giving of His Son to 
die in our stead, they will be judged guilty and punishment follows. 

Another thought - when Jerusalem had been destroyed and no voice 
could proclaim Jesus - the stones became witnesses to proclaim that 
because this city rejected Jesus it had been destroyed. Could Jesus 
have had this picture in mind when He spoke of the stones crying out, 
and that scene is what brought Him to tears! 

Jesus entered humbly as Prince of Peace, not a military or 
political Messiah. This clearly showed that the kingdom of God He 
brought was not of this world, but a spiritual kingdom whereby 
individuals entered with a new relationship with God and Christ as 
their King. 

But this was not the end. Israel is again a nation; Jerusalem is 
rebuilt, and the Jews continue to wait for their Messiah. God's great 
prophecies are still coming to pass and Jesus is on His way. We are 
living in times of great expectations of evil and catastrophes 
increasing on the earth, and the spreading of the Gospel - until the 
last Gentile is saved and Jesus calls us up in the Rapture. 
Maranatha. 

Even so come Lord Jesus! 
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Luke 19:45-20:18. 

45 If And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that 
sold therein, and them that bought; 

46 saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of 
prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. 

47 If And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and 
the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him, 

48 and could not find what they might do: for all the people were 
very attentive to hear him. 

Chapter 20:1-18. 

1 And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the 
people in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests and 
the scribes came upon him with the elders, 

2 and spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest 
thou these things? or who is he that gave thee this authority? 

3 And he answered and said unto them, I will also ask you one 
thing; and answer me: 

4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men? 

5 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From 
heaven; he will say, Why then believed ye him not? 

6 But and if we say, Of men; all the people will stone us: for 
they be persuaded that John was a prophet. 

7 And they answered, that they could not tell whence it was. 

8 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I 
do these things. 

9 Tf Then began he to speak to the people this parable; A certain 
man planted a vineyard, and let it forth to husbandmen, and went 
into a far country for a long time. 

10 And at the season he sent a servant to the husbandmen, that they 
should give him of the fruit of the vineyard: but the husbandmen beat 
him, and sent him away empty. 

11 And again he sent another servant: and they beat him also, and 
entreated him shamefully, and sent him away empty. 

12 And again he sent a third: and they wounded him also, and cast 
him out. 

13 Then said the lord of the vineyard, What shall I do? I will send 
my beloved son: it may be they will reverence him when they see him. 

14 But when the husbandmen saw him, they reasoned among themselves, 
saying, This is the heir: come, let us kill him, that the inheritance 
may be ours. 

15 So they cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. What 
therefore shall the lord of the vineyard do unto them? 
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16 He shall come and destroy these husbandmen, and shall give the 
vineyard to others. And when they heard it, they said, God forbid. 

17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, 
The stone which the builders rejected, 

the same is become the head of the corner? 

18 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on 
whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 

Luke 19:45-48. Purification of the Temple. 

In Malachi 3:1 it prophecies: "The Lord, whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to His temple, and the messenger of the covenant, whom 
ye delight in, behold, he cometh, saith the Lord of Hosts." 

At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus had entered the temple 
and cleansed it dramatically. Obviously the business had been allowed 
to return and Jesus again drove these sellers out! Their unholy 
practices were evil in the Lord's sight. 

Verses 45,46. Many Jews were transacting all kinds of business 
in the temple courts, turning it into a den of thieves - dishonestly 
taking advantage of many, instead of worshiping God in Spirit, and in 
Truth. Jesus again drives them out. 

Verses 47,48. During the last week before His death, Jesus daily 
taught the people gathered at the temple. The Jewish leaders, both 
religious and otherwise, were greatly upset because He disturbed the 
status quo. They desired to get rid of Him but felt it too dangerous 
because of His popularity with the crowds of ordinary people. 

Luke 20:1-8. About the Baptist. 

Throwing out the money changers and the venders from the temple 
was a drastic interference with the normal business allowed by the 
religious leaders. These same leaders come to Jesus, asking by what 
authority He felt He had a right to do these things. They were well 
aware of His current popularity with the masses, and most likely 
asked this question to get a reply that would make Him less esteemed. 
Their question misfired by the manner in which Jesus replied. 

Verses 1,2. During the Holy Week - Christ's last week. While He 
was teaching in the temple, a group from the Jewish Council came 
wanting to know who authorized Him to purify the Temple. Certainly 
they had not. They hoped to expose him as an imposter, an intruder in 
the affairs of the temple, which they claimed as their right to 
regulate . 

Verse 3. Again, He counters their question with another. This 
places them in a very awkward position, which they cannot escape by 
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answering . 

Verse 4. Was John the Baptist sent by God and following His 
will, or did he take it on himself to baptize on his own? 

Verses 5,6. These leaders realized the difficulty the question 
entailed. If they said John was sent by God, then why had they not 
believed him, including not believing him as the promised forerunner 
of God's Messiah, Jesus. If they answered the other way, the crowd 
might accuse them of blasphemy, and stone them then and there - 
because the people had regarded John as a prophet of God and 
thousands had been baptized by Him. 

Verse 7. These leaders were cornered. Though in all previous 
religious matters, they had claimed the right to decide. Here they 
admitted that they did not know the answer - in public. 

Verse 8. Though it is obvious they never accepted John's 
authority as from God, and they also rejected John's identifying of 
Jesus as the promised Messiah - but were too timid to admit it before 
the crowd in their fear of consequences against themselves. 

In reply, Jesus refused to answer their question. By their 
reply, the leaders were exposed as incompetent, therefore no longer 
worthy of leading the people in religious matters. 

In effect, Jesus brought out the most important point - if one 
does not recognize true authority when face to face with it, no 
amount of information or arguing will convince them of it. 

The authority Jesus acted under was from God, and He never 
hesitated to follow the straight and narrow path to the cross. 

Luke 20:9-18. Parable of the Husbandmen. 

By the triumphant entry into Jerusalem and the Purification of 
the Temple, Jesus had announced His Messiahship. In this parable, He 
again shows that He is the Son of God sent by the Father, and that He 
is aware of their plot to murder Him. He ends the parable with a 
warning of judgment and destruction. 

Verse 9. While the Jewish leaders were still there, after having 
questioned Him, Jesus speaks this parable. 

The vineyard symbolizes (as in several places in the Old 
Testament) the Jewish nation of the chosen people. Those in charge 
were the Jewish leaders who were entrusted with guiding and caring 
for the people by God. 

Verses 10-12. The servants who were sent to get the fruit 
represent the various prophets and others sent by God to teach and 
warn the nation of God's ways. They were most often badly treated and 
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rejected by the Jewish leaders. 

Verse 13. Here Jesus reveals the real difference between Him and 
the other messengers sent by God. He plainly portrays Himself as the 
Son Who was the last one sent to the nation, indeed to the whole 
world. At His coming, the people had their last chance to accept 
God's love. 

Verses 14-16. During His public ministry these leaders had 
already been working against Him, planning His death. Just as the 
evil husbandmen planned to kill the owner's son, thinking they would 
then own the vineyard. Neither realized that the owner, God Himself, 
would come and would call them to account and bring judgment upon 
them. Believers in Jesus will be given the care of the vineyard and 
be the leader's of God's people from whatever nation. 

Verse 17. Beyond this the beloved Son who is killed will triumph 
over death and all other forces, and be exalted to new Glory - 
becoming the corner-stone of the eternal divine temple of God, to be 
completed by every true believer. 

Verse 18. As one who is spiritually blind who comes upon Jesus 
as a stumbling-block in the way of their path, they will fall and be 
injured. This is just as one walking, who trips and falls upon 
anything in their way. Also one who persists in unbelief their entire 
life will ultimately face the judgment of Christ whereupon they will 
be turned to dust, as would happen if a tremendous stone crashed down 
upon them. 

Though terrible judgment came on the Jewish nation when the 
Roman Army crushed the Jewish revolt and destroyed the city - still 
the final judgment is yet to come upon all faithless and disobedient 
ones, where every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus 
is Lord of all. 

Note on the Nation. 

Israel was the chosen nation - to prepare for and bring forth 
the promised Messiah. They also became the ones who brought Him to 
the cross. 

Jesus spoke with authority, showing His divine unity with the 
Father - All the prophets opened their messages with "Thus saith the 
Lord." Jesus spoke the words of the Father as His own. 
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Luke 20:19-40. 

19 Tf And the chief priests and the scribes the same hour sought to 
lay hands on him; and they feared the people: for they perceived that 
he had spoken this parable against them. 

20 And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign 
themselves just men, that they might take hold of his words, that so 
they might deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor. 

21 And they asked him, saying, Master, we know that thou sayest and 
teachest rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, but 
teachest the way of God truly: 

22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no? 

23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, Why tempt 
ye me? 

24 Show me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it? They 
answered and said, Caesar's. 

25 And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
which be Caesar's, and unto God the things which be God's. 

26 And they could not take hold of his words before the people: and 
they marveled at his answer, and held their peace. 

27 If Then came to him certain of the Sadducees, which deny that 
there is any resurrection; and they asked him, 

28 saying, Master, Moses wrote unto us, If any man's brother die, 
having a wife, and he die without children, that his brother should 
take his wife, and raise up seed unto his brother. 

29 There were therefore seven brethren: and the first took a wife, 
and died without children. 

30 And the second took her to wife, and he died childless. 

31 And the third took her; and in like manner the seven also: and 
they left no children, and died. 

32 Last of all the woman died also. 

33 Therefore in the resurrection whose wife of them is she? for 
seven had her to wife. 

34 Tf And Jesus answering said unto them, The children of this world 
marry, and are given in marriage: 

35 but they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are given in 
marriage : 

36 neither can they die any more: for they are equal unto the 
angels; and are the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection . 

37 Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, 
when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob. 

38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living: for all live 
unto him. 
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39 Then certain of the scribes answering said, Master, thou hast 
well said. 

40 And after that they durst not ask him any question at all. 
Luke 20:19-26. Giving Tribute. 

Jesus had just given the scribes and Pharisees a stern warning 
within the parable of the husbandmen. They wished to catch Him in 
some fault so they could arrest Him. The multitude, however, they 
feared . 

Verses 19,20. Jesus still held great sway over them. The Jews 
devised a plan to disfavor Him before the people, and get Him into 
trouble with the Roman authorities. They send Him a small group of 
their followers (not the official members of the Sanhedrin) to act 
like sincere seekers of truth from Jesus. In this non-confrontational 
way, they hope to catch Jesus off-guard by His answers to their 
question. They also represented Herod - the governor - in cahoots 
with the Pharisees, normally bitter enemies, now united to try to 
eliminate their common foe. 

Verse 21. Their attack begins with flattery - saying that not 
having found the answer elsewhere, they come to Him as a truth- 
telling teacher of God. What they said of Him was true even though it 
is unlikely they believed it themselves. 

Verse 22. After their flowery introduction, they bring forth the 
trick question: "Is it lawful to pay tribute to Caesar or not?" They 
hope that He will answer so that they may report Him to the Roman 
authorities, as a rebel and rejector of Roman authority. They could 
not conceive of Him saying that tribute should be given. If He was 
the Messiah as He now proclaimed, He was the one that the people 
expected to break the unholy yoke of the Romans. To answer not to 
give tribute could be construed as Him trying to incite the people to 
insurrection. At Jesus' trial (23:2), He was falsely accused of this 
very thing, though He had publicly taught the complete opposite. 

They demand a "yes" or "no" answer. 

Verse 24. In reply, Jesus asks that they provide Him with a 
Roman coin that had Caesar's image on it. This was obviously a 
completely unexpected move, both dramatic and suspenseful. When the 
coin was brought, instead of giving the requested "yes" or "no", 
Jesus asks them a question to introduce the answer He is going to 
give. 

He asks, "Whose image and superscription are on the coin?" They 
acknowledge that it is Caesar's. All present focus on the fact that 
these coins are widely in use among the Jews, though they come from 
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Rome bearing the emperor's image. This shows that the Jews had 
accepted as a practical reality the imperial rule. The generally 
accepted view of the time was that a ruler's power extended as far as 
his coins were in use. 

Verse 25. Jesus now masterfully gives His forceful reply, 
"Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's!" He clearly states 
that they must pay tribute to Caesar, because he is their ruler. At 
no point in His ministry had Jesus done or said anything against the 
rule of Rome. Within God's providence, human governments are to be 
respected and their laws obeyed (at least so far as these did not 
conflict with one's higher loyalty due to God). 

Jesus immediately gives the second reply - the most important, 
"and unto God the things which are God's!" 

Obedience to human authority is a command of God, and therefore 
to do this in reality is a part of the obedience due to God. Above 
all divine reverence and loyal dedication are due to Him who is King 
of all kings and Lord of all lords, He who created and rules the 
universe . 

Verse 26. So totally obvious and logical was this answer, so 
brilliantly spoken, all were amazed and dumbfounded. Their design to 
trap Jesus in their loaded question had utterly failed. The young 
group of questioners departed, having succeeded at nothing they were 
sent to do. The Jewish leaders were so set on destroying Jesus, that 
later they had Jesus accused before Pilate, of forbidding to give 
tribute to Caesar. 23:2. 

Later, Paul writes on the subject of civil authority, further 
explaining what Jesus taught about our obligations. Romans 13:1-7; 1 
Corinthians 6:1-4; Timothy 2:1-4; Titus 3:1. 

20:27-40. The Sadducees and the Resurrection. 

Some Sadducees were members of the Sanhedrin and some were also 
priests. Some were among those who earlier had asked Jesus, by whose 
authority He acted. They had been put to shame - concerning John the 
Baptist. Here they are again posing a question they surely thought 
would put Jesus in confusion and cause Him to embarrass Himself 
before the multitude. This would raise their own reputation as the 
ones who baffled the Master. No such luck! 

Verses 27-33. Deuteronomy 25:5 states that if brothers live 
together, and one dies childless, one of his brothers shall marry his 
widow, and the firstborn son of the widow shall bear the name of the 
dead brother. 

Now the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection. From many 
of the words of Jesus, they had gotten the impression that He did 
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believe in it. So they had put together a ridiculous situation of 
seven brothers each childless and marrying the same woman in turn. 
Then the question: If there is a resurrection, whose wife would she 
be? In such a ridiculous situation, they thought there could only be 
a ridiculous answer. They were also trying to make belief in the 
resurrection to also appear foolish. 

Verses 34,35. The reply of Jesus shoots down their whole scheme. 
First He points out that resurrection from the dead is not to 
continue normal earthly life, but into a blessed life with God, and 
only those accounted worthy would be there. 

The majority of Jews at that time thought that being among God's 
chosen people meant all Jews would inherit that heavenly life. 

Verse 36. Jesus further explains that in heaven all will be 
immortal, transformed beings - thus there is no longer need of 
marriage, since there will be no need of having children to maintain 
the race. For there would be no more death. 

There people will have glorified bodies that will share God's 
divine nature as angels, and therefore will not face death again. By 
His explanation, Jesus shows how ignorant and lacking in 
understanding the Sadducees are. 

Verses 37,38. After showing them their complete misunderstanding 
of the resurrection, Jesus goes on to show that Moses (who they 
thought didn't believe in the resurrection) did acknowledge the 
resurrection when God had spoken to him at the burning bush. It was 
many years after the death of the first patriarchs, yet God spoke of 
Himself as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. If He is their God in the present, then they must be still in 
existence. He is the God of the living, not the dead. His covenant 
with them is everlasting and personal. This could only be true if 
they were still living. 

Verse 39. This was a brilliant and wise explanation with Old 
Testament scripture as revealed truth. Some present (some of the 
scribes, or Pharisees who believed in the resurrection) openly 
acknowledged that His answer was solid and convincing. 

Verse 40. The questioners were put in their place and shown how 
wrong their ideas were, that none of them had the nerve to raise 
another question. Case closed. 

We are thankful that the question was raised for at least one 
reason. It gave occasion for Jesus to explain authoritatively the 
main facts about the resurrection and details about the nature of 
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heavenly life. Only Jesus, Who had been there, could know, and 
therefore explain them. He also would soon be proof of what He said 
by His own death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven. His 
appearances after His resurrection revealed the nature of a glorified 
body. This he also emphasized, that all who follow Him would share in 
this new life with Him, and He also promised that He would return in 
like manner at the Second Coming. 

All true believers will share in the resurrection from the dead, 
which indicates a destination. The resurrection of all others is 
called the resurrection to judgment, and only the guilty will be 
there, their ultimate destination is like an eternal death, darkness, 
and with no contact with God - no light, no love, no peace - there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Thank God we are of the first resurrection and even now enjoy a 
foretaste of heaven in the present relationship we enjoy, with the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

What forgiveness, acceptance, love, and compassion. We now 
experience imperfectly what will one day be full and complete and 
eternal. Imagine being forever in the presence of the Lord in heaven 
among all the saints of all the ages, and the other heavenly beings, 
singing praise to the Lamb and glory to God in the highest. 

Even so, come Lord Jesus, Amen. 
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Luke 20:41-21:24. 

41 If And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is David's 
son? 

42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms, 
The LORD said unto my Lord, 

Sit thou on my right hand, 

43 till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

44 David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son? 

45 U Then in the audience of all the people he said unto his 
disciples, 

46 Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robes, and 
love greetings in the markets, and the highest seats in the 
synagogues, and the chief rooms at feasts; 

47 which devour widows' houses, and for a show make long prayers: 
the same shall receive greater damnation. 

Chapter 21:1-24. 

1 And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into 
the treasury. 

2 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two 
mites . 

3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow 
hath cast in more than they all: 

4 for all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings 
of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she 
had . 

5 U And as some spake of the temple, how it was adorned with 
goodly stones and gifts, he said, 

6 As for these things which ye behold, the days will come, in the 
which there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down. 

7 And they asked him, saying, Master, but when shall these things 
be? and what sign will there be when these things shall come to pass? 

8 And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall 
come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the time draweth near: go 
ye not therefore after them. 

9 But when ye shall hear of wars and commotions, be not terrified: 
for these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and 
by. 

10 U Then said he unto them, Nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: 

11 and great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, 
and pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be 
from heaven. 
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12 But before all these, they shall lay their hands on you, and 
persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues, and into prisons, 
being brought before kings and rulers for my name's sake. 

13 And it shall turn to you for a testimony. 

14 Settle it therefore in your hearts, not to meditate before what 
ye shall answer: 

15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist. 

16 And ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and 
kinsfolk, and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to 
death . 

17 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 

18 But there shall not a hair of your head perish. 

19 In your patience possess ye your souls. 

20 If And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then 
know that the desolation thereof is nigh. 

21 Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and let 
them which are in the midst of it depart out; and let not them that 
are in the countries enter thereinto. 

22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled. 

23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give 
suck, in those days! for there shall be great distress in the land, 
and wrath upon this people. 

24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

Luke 20:41-44. Christ, the Son of David. 

Until the very end, Jesus tried to awaken in the Jewish leaders 
an understanding of the Truth He came to fulfill - by their own 
highly regarded Scriptures. He tried to show them the things 
concerning the Messiah that they might reflect on and open their 
hearts to believe in Him. He had deep sorrow, seeing the persistent 
disbelief of these cold-hearted people, knowing the coming judgment 
and destruction that will be brought to all of Israel. These were 
warnings and calls to repentance to believe in Him, and thus avoid 
the consequence of their blindness. 

Verse 41. The Jewish leaders had not learned in the Old 
Testament prophecies that the promised Messiah was to be more than an 
earthly ruler - but the suffering servant sent to redeem the lost. 
This question focused on the commonly held idea that the Christ was 
to merely be a human descendant of David. 
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Verses 42-44. He called them to think about David's Son, 
described in Psalm 110 as calling the Messiah His Lord. 

The Old Testament several times identified the coming Messiah as 
being in the family of David (2 Samuel 8:29; Isaiah 9:5-7; Micah 
5:2). Jesus was claiming this descent as well as being the Son of 
God, therefore the Lord of all, including David himself! 

The outstanding importance of the Old Testament is its promises 
of redemption through the ages, recorded by many prophets, and the 
sacrificial ceremonies of the Temple. They contain a recognizable 
record of things that point to and promise the coming of Jesus. Of 
all the prophecies of the Old Testament, more of them actually point 
to His second coming in Glory, as Lord of Lords, and King of Kings - 
of whom God has said, "Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool." (Psalm 110:1.) 

Luke 20:45-47. Warning Against the Scribes. 

Though Jesus had great sorrow over the condition of the nation's 
leaders, which will lead to destruction, He openly declares their 
common sins. He also is aware of the reaction they will have - this 
will further fan their rage for plotting for His death. 

Verses 45-47. Jesus warns His followers against the scribes, 
that they in their pride greatly appreciate being recognized and 
honored in public - for their exceptional piety. On the other hand, 
in private they are lacking in compassion, that they do not hesitate 
to deprive the lonely and helpless (such as widows). They were also 
known for their long public prayers. They had many opportunities to 
lead others and to do good but they chose otherwise. 

We also have great responsibilities to avoid hypocrisy - acting 
pious and proud, while following our own selfish and greedy desires. 

Luke 21:1-4. The Poor Widow's Mite. 

The opponents of Jesus had been silenced by His authoritative 
and illuminating answers. No one had the nerve to ask any more trick 
questions. He had warned the people against the false traditions and 
hypocritical ways of the Jewish spiritual leaders. Now was a moment 
of calm. 

Verse 1. Jesus noticed some of the wealthy Jews placing gifts 
into the temple treasury. 

Verse 2. Then, a poor widow comes and puts in two small coins of 
very little value. 

Verses 3,4. The contributions of the rich left Jesus unmoved. He 
knew that their contributions were no sacrifice, coming from the 
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over-abundance of worldly goods and wealth they possessed. 

On the contrary, the poor widow gave all of the money that she 
had to live on - costing her a great deal - but it showed the desire 
of her heart to give to God what she had, trusting in God that she 
would be provided a way to earn again what it would take to take care 
of her needs, and those in her household. 

The true value of the gift lies in the attitude and spirit in 
which the gift is given. Those who in giving of their surplus think 
that this is earning merit, pleasing God. They are fooling 
themselves. They give but hold on to more - showing their trust in 
their wealth rather than in God. The widow gave from her need, 
trusting in God, not what she had or did not have. 

Luke 21:5-24. Prophecies about the Destruction of Jerusalem. 

By this time, it was quite clear that the majority of Jewish 
leaders and the general population were not going to turn to God, or 
accept Jesus as His Son and Messiah. They therefore call upon 
themselves judgment and destruction which will include their city and 
temple. Jesus warns how drastic and final will the destruction be 
that it is a foreshadowing of the Final Judgment which will take 
place at His Second Coming. 

Verses 5-24 deal practically throughout about the events leading 
to the destruction of Jerusalem and the destruction itself. Only in a 
secondary sense do some of these also refer to the Last Things. 

Verses 5,6. The temple was the center of the religious life of 
the chosen people. God had announced many years before through 
Malachi 3:1 that His Messiah would come to the temple - for purging 
and judgment. Jesus has now fulfilled all of these prophecies. He had 
driven out the merchants, and had shown the leaders how hypocritical 
they were. They were not trying to please God, because they were 
plotting to murder His Messiah. 

When some disciples mentioned the beauty and elegance of the 
temple, Jesus spoke of the destruction which before long would take 
place, and would leave not one stone upon another. All the ceremonies 
and sacrifices connected to the Old Covenant and the Temple were to 
end. The New Covenant was now in effect. Jeremiah 31:33 foretold of 
this when a relationship with God would be inward, individual, and 
spiritual . 

The rejection of Jesus shows the nation of Israel as choosing to 
hang on to the old ways which had become tradition and outward forms 
of worship. One greater than the temple has come and the people 
rejected Him - thereupon calling judgment on the people and the 
temple - leading to their destruction. 
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Verses 7-9. The disciples accept the prediction and ask when 
this will happen, and what sign will be seen preceding the event. 
They may have assumed that this may be part of Jesus taking over as 
Messiah, establishing His Kingdom. 

Jesus warns that His second coming and the end are not so soon. 
He advises them to be wary of any who profess to be Christ or speak 
as His prophet that the end was near. Neither should wars and 
rebellions be seen as the beginning of the end. 

Verse 10. Then Jesus outlines the things that will take place 
before the destruction of the city and temple. He said there would be 
strife among the nations, more specifically the Jewish insurrection 
against Rome which broke out in 66 A.D., which did immediately lead 
to the prophesied destruction in 70 A.D. 

Verse 11. Also, there will be earthquakes, famines, diseases. 
Many of these things were recorded during the 60's A.D. by both 
Jewish (Josephus) and Tacitus (Roman) historians. 

Verse 12. Before these signs, the disciples would be faced with 
cruel persecution. Peter and John were confronted by the Jewish 
Council (Acts 4). All the Apostles were imprisoned (Acts 5:17), and 
beaten (Acts 5:40). Shortly afterward Stephen was stoned to death 
(Acts 6:8). Saul of Tarsus delivered many to the Jewish leaders, to 
prison and death. James (John's brother) was killed by Herod (Acts 
12:1,2). Paul and many others were taken before governors and judges, 
and persecuted in synagogues and ill-treated in many ways. This all 
came true quickly after Jesus' ascension and before the revolt of 66 
A.D. 

Verse 13. These persecutions will give the faithful the 
opportunity of bearing witness to the power and glory of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and this would help spread the Gospel throughout the 
civilized world of that time. 

Verses 14,15. When summoned to appear before the Jewish or pagan 
authorities, they should not worry about what they would say. Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit would give them the appropriate words and 
wisdom, which their adversaries could not refute. Most often the 
persecutors' reaction was anger and hatred. Though they could not 
prove anything against them, they condemned them to jail time, to 
being beaten, and often to being put to death. 

Verses 16,17. So drastic will be the reaction of many that their 
own friends and relatives will report them or deliver them to those 
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hostile authorities - to end up dying as martyrs for their belief in 
Jesus. According to early traditions, all the apostles, except John, 
died violent deaths at the hands of Jews or Roman persecutors. An 
unnumbered amount of early believers were also put to death in the 
first century. The Jews considered them blasphemers, because they 
accepted the crucified Jesus as the Messiah. 

The pagans accused them of all kinds of strange and unnatural 
acts because they were secretive, kept to themselves and would not 
participate in the common barbarous forms of entertainment, such as 
those in the Coliseum, nor would they take part in any of the temples 
of worship of the multiple Roman or Egyptian gods and goddesses. The 
early Christians also rejected the exaltation of the Emperors of Rome 
as god-like, perfect, and above all men. 

Verse 18. Through all things that they may suffer - pain, 
torture, and death, yet they will remain within God's hand, that all 
things will work together for their good and highest welfare - all 
leading to their eternal salvation. 

Verse 19. Perseverance is essential - to not lose faith, not 
give up no matter what they are faced with, that God is with them 
through it all. One day they will be brought to understand the 
purpose, as well as the influence their lives had on those around 
them . 

Verse 20. Here Jesus finally tells them of the sign that will 
preceded the destruction of the city, and temple. This is distinctly 
different from what comes before His revelation in glory as His 
Second Advent . 

Here, when Roman armies begin to surround the city, they have 
come to destroy the insurrection of the Jews, as well as the city and 
the temple. 

Verse 21. This is the signal for the faithful to immediately 
flee out of the whole area. According to contemporary historians, the 
first Christians in and around Jerusalem fled across the Jordan to 
the town of Pella where they remained until it was all over. 

Verse 22. This was the time of judgment against the unbelieving 
nation. They had not recognized the time of God's visitation among 
them in the perfect life and ministry of Jesus, nor in His 
resurrection and ascension. They rejected Him and killed Him and 
stubbornly held on to disbelief. Despite all the lessons of their 
history, and all the warnings of Jesus Himself, their guilt was 
complete. Therefore, their doom was sealed and destruction was their 
penalty . 
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Verse 23. So extreme will be the destruction that women and 
children were not spared - during this motherhood would no longer be 
a joy, as mothers witnessed the murder of their children. History 
gives many gruesome details of the cruelty and severity of the 
conquering army. By the time they were finished with the total 
destruction, they had torn down the temple until not one stone was 
atop another. 

Verse 24. Those not killed were enslaved and scattered among the 
nations. Jerusalem will be overrun and dominated by foreigners, 
Gentiles, until their time is up. When the last Gentile chooses to be 
saved and accepts Christ, then the time of the Gentiles will be over. 

After a siege of about 5 months the great Roman army, under 
Titus, son of Emperor Vespasian, after destroying the city and 
temple, killing thousands of men, women, and children, especially the 
weak or old, whoever was left was carried off. Not a single Jew was 
left alive in the city. For many years, no Jew was allowed to enter 
the entire vicinity. 
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Luke 21:25-22:6. 

25 If And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in 
the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; 
the sea and the waves roaring; 

26 men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven shall 
be shaken. 

27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 

28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and 
lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh. 

29 If And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree, and all 
the trees; 

30 when they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves 
that summer is now nigh at hand. 

31 So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass, know ye 
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 

32 Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till 
all be fulfilled. 

33 Heaven and earth shall pass away; but my words shall not pass 
away . 

34 If And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, 
and so that day come upon you unawares. 

35 For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face 
of the whole earth. 

36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to 
stand before the Son of man. 

37 If And in the daytime he was teaching in the temple; and at night 
he went out, and abode in the mount that is called the mount of 
Olives . 

38 And all the people came early in the morning to him in the 
temple, for to hear him. 

Chapter 22:1-6. 

1 Now the feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which is called the 
passover . 

2 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill 
him; for they feared the people. 

3 If Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscar'i-ot, being of 
the number of the twelve. 

4 And he went his way, and communed with the chief priests and 
captains, how he might betray him unto them. 
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5 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him money. 

6 And he promised, and sought opportunity to betray him unto them 
in the absence of the multitude. 

Luke 21:25-33. The Coming of the Son of Man. 

In the previous verses Jesus foretold of the devastating fate of 
Jerusalem, the people, and the temple. The destruction was so 
terrible that it clearly foreshadowed the Last Days and the Final 
Judgment (also recorded in Mark 13). Verse 24 mentions the period 
when the times of the Gentiles will be fulfilled, in Verse 25, we see 
a transition to predictions of the Last Things before and at Jesus' 
Second Coming. 

Verses 25,26. Before the fall of Jerusalem, there were a few 
miraculous signs in divers places. Before the end of the age, all 
creation and the entire human world will be shaken. The sun, moon, 
and stars will exhibit unusual and alarming signs. Human life will be 
so disrupted as to overwhelm most people with anxiety and fear. 

Verse 27. In the midst of these circumstances of utmost 
disturbance (the Great Tribulation), the glorified Christ will return 
in power and majesty, in a way that everyone on earth will see. 

Verse 28. To the impenitent it will bring terror and despair for 
the coming judgment of God. To believers it will signal the coming of 
their final, full redemption in soul and body. Jesus commands His 
followers to be inspired with faith and courage, even though they 
will not know the day or hour of His coming, but that it is close, 
even closer than ever before. 

Verses 29-31. Similar to the budding of trees showing that 
spring is near so also is Christ's coming when the prophesied events 
begin to occur. Also His second advent, bringing the kingdom of God, 
is close at Hand. 

Like a thief in the night will be the unpredictability of the 
exact time. Unbelieving mankind will be going about their normal 
materialistic pursuits, while the believers will be observing and 
expecting His Coming, so they will not be taken completely by 
surprise . 

Verse 32. Going back to the coming destruction of Jerusalem, 
Jesus points to the fact that the then present generation will live 
to see and experience these terrible events. About forty years after 
Jesus uttered these words everything He predicted in Verses 10-24 was 
fulfilled - the Temple was destroyed to the last stone, the city in 
ruins, and hundreds of thousands of Jews killed or carried away as 
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captives . 

Verse 33. Jesus stresses the absolute certainty of His 
prophecies. His authority comes directly from the Father and are 
true . 

"Heaven and earth shall pass away; but My words shall not pass 
away." What He speaks, He shall also carry out. 

Jesus speaks of divine sovereignty in both love and 
righteousness that shall bring to pass the redemption of the faithful 
and the judgment of the unbelievers. 

Jesus is mainly emphasizing the challenge of coming events to 
true repentance and to faithful vigilance - a practical guide to 
daily life. 

Verse 34. Jesus ends His prophetic talk by earnestly warning His 
followers (as representatives of all the true believers to come) that 
they don't give in to the influence and temptations of the world. 
Though specifically meant for believers who will be living in the 
Last Days - yet they apply to all believers of all times. All are 
called upon to be continually prepared, through times of temptation, 
tribulation, suffering, and death. 

Verse 35. The Second Coming will affect all of mankind and all 
the world, finally affecting the ultimate fate of every individual. 

Verse 36. Therefore, each person must be alert and constantly 
watching - keeping away from sin and temptations, in constant prayer 
to God to give them the strength and faithfulness to stand firm 
through whatever difficult circumstances may come. This was 
especially for those living before the End of Days. All this to be 
able to stand before Jesus at His coming without shame. 

This is in no way a call to try to set dates or draw up a 
timetable of events previous to His Advent. The emphasis is only the 
absolute certainty of the Second Coming and the responsibility of 
every believer to maintain faithfulness and vigilance in expectation 
of His Coming. 

Luke 21:37-22:6. Reward of Treachery. 

Luke describes only a few incidents that occurred in Jesus' last 
week in general terms. He describes Jesus as daily teaching the 
crowds that came to the temple. Thousands apparently came every 
morning to the temple to listen to Him. He was held in such esteem by 
the crowds, regarded by many as the promised Messiah, so that the 
Jewish leaders did not dare to try to stop Him from coming or 
teaching in the Temple, or to have Him arrested in public. 
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In the evening, He spent the night on the Mount of Olives, just 
outside Jerusalem. 

Luke 22:1,2. All were there for the celebration of the Passover 
at the end of the week. Each day brought the festival closer. The 
Jewish leaders had tried to bring Jesus into disfavor through subtle 
questionings and hoped to find a way to arrest Him. All their 
attempts failed. After this, they apparently decided to wait. After 
the crowds had gone, they would try to get Him killed. God's plan had 
decreed that Jesus "the Lamb of God" was to be sacrificed on the day 
of Passover as the perfect sacrifice to actually redeem mankind. 

Verse 3. Judas Iscariot was chosen to be one of the twelve. For 
various reasons He decided to betray Jesus - thus became under the 
influence of the evil one, and then committed such treachery. 

Verses 4-6. Thus empowered, Judas goes to the high priests and 
captains of the temple guards, and informs them that he can take them 
to Jesus, away from the public where they can take Him without 
resistance or disturbance. 

This was exactly what they had been looking for - a way to 
arrest Jesus without risk of a riot - and it was one of His own 
followers to boot. They readily agreed to pay a sum of money for his 
help. From that time, Judas would watch for the right opportunity to 
secretly betray Jesus, delivering Him to His enemies. All was 
prepared to bring the innocent and Holy Son of God on the way of 
suffering, humiliation, and death. 

The story of Judas, though one of the 12 chosen apostles, who 
betrayed Jesus - serves as a permanent and powerful warning that 
there remains the possibility that even among members of the visible 
Church, there may be those who are false, and/or even working against 
the Truth of the Gospel. The visible church in all its various forms 
has been called Churchianity . The true church includes all true 
believers no matter who or when or where they are or have been. One 
day we will all be called to be together by Jesus in the Rapture. 
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Luke 22:7-30. 

7 If Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must 
be killed . 

8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the 
passover, that we may eat. 

9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? 

10 And he said unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the 
city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher of water; follow 
him into the house where he entereth in. 

11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The Master saith 
unto thee, Where is the guest chamber, where I shall eat the passover 
with my disciples? 

12 And he shall show you a large upper room furnished: there make 
ready . 

13 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover. 

14 If And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the twelve 
apostles with him. 

15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer: 

16 for I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be 
fulfilled in the kingdom of God. 

17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and 
divide it among yourselves: 

18 for I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, 
until the kingdom of God shall come. 

19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in 
remembrance of me. 

20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 

21 But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with me on the 
table. 

22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: but woe 
unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 

23 And they began to inquire among themselves, which of them it was 
that should do this thing. 

24 If And there was also a strife among them, which of them should 
be accounted the greatest. 

25 And he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles exercise 
lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. 

26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let 
him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 
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27 For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that 
serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he 
that serveth. 

28 If Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations. 

29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed 
unto me; 

30 that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Luke 22:7-23. The Final Passover. 

Jesus knew this was His final Passover, on the evening before 
His death. He takes this sacred ceremony to give the disciples a 
ritual for them to follow as part of the ordinances of His church - 
to anchor it in the sacrificial death He was preparing for, since 
called Holy Communion. 

Verses 7,8. The Jewish tradition prescribed the preparation of 
unleavened bread the night before the Passover. Thus this day was 
called the day of unleavened bread. The sacrificial lambs were to be 
killed by 6:00 p.m. and prepared for the Passover meal which began 
shortly after sunset - beginning the day of festival known as 
Passover . 

It has been calculated this took place on Thursday, April 5 th , 30 
A.D. Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare for the Passover meal that 
evening . 

Verse 9. This had to be held in Jerusalem. Jesus was asked where 
to do this. 

Verses 10,12. It may be assumed that Jesus had made previous 
arrangements for the meal, but had not yet informed the disciples. A 
man with a pitcher in public would be easy to spot, since women 
almost exclusively carried water. It has been suggested that this was 
planned so that Judas would not have time to go tell the Jewish 
leaders the location before Jesus had told His followers all that He 
wanted to, including the celebration of the Passover and the 
institution of Communion. 

Verse 13. Peter and John found everything as Jesus had 
described, and proceeded to complete the preparations. 

Verse 14. At the appointed time, all were there and Jesus sat 
down to begin, with no fear of being interrupted. 

Verse 15. Luke's account is brief, including only essential 
matters. Mark has a more detailed account. Luke does mention things 
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not mentioned in the other Gospels. He mentions that Jesus told His 
disciples of how intensely He had longed to celebrate this last 
Passover with them. He no doubt was thinking of the true meaning of 
the sacrificial lamb, and that His time to become the Lamb of God had 
come. All the preparation and prophecies of the Old Testament were 
about to be fulfilled. The New Testament in His blood was to be 
accomplished the following day. The Communion was to celebrate the 
accomplishment of His work of redemption; it also signaled the 
sacrifice He was about to make. 

Verse 16. Jesus here alludes to the celebration to come at the 
end of the age at the Messianic banquet where He in triumph welcomes 
His followers to full blessedness. The redemption symbolized by the 
Passover will at that time have become perfect reality. 

Verse 17. Luke does not give a very detailed account of all of 
Jesus' words at the passing of the cup, but simply describes Him 
taking a cup, given by one of His disciples, giving thanks to God, 
then giving it to the disciples to share. 

Verse 18. Again Jesus mentions that this is His final Passover 
repast on earth, and that He will not celebrate it with His followers 
until the kingdom of God is complete, and victory over all His 
enemies won. 

Verses 19,20. Here Jesus distributes the bread, broken in 
pieces, and taught the disciples that the bread symbolized His body 
(which for their sake would be broken in His death). He tells them 
that they must repeat this ceremony in remembrance of His sacrifice. 
Then after supper, He distributed the cup, teaching them that this 
represented His blood which would be the new covenant. This was 
symbolized in the old covenant by the blood of the lamb applied to 
the door posts and lintel (the top of the door) in Egypt, so that 
their lives would be spared - that the angel of death passed over 
their homes. 

Verse 21. At some point, Jesus expressly revealed that one of 
the 12 at the table was planning to betray Him. 

Verse 22. It was part of the Plan of Salvation that Jesus as the 
Son of Man, be delivered up and killed as a perfect offering for the 
sins of mankind. But the betrayer, by choosing to do this crime, 
calls upon himself a fearful judgment. 

Verse 23. Luke does not mention the pointing out of Judas or the 
detailed reactions of the disciples, but summarizes their confusion 
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about how and who could possibly be such a traitor. But it shows that 
they believed Jesus by their questioning even of themselves. 

The institution of the Communion of the Last Supper reminds us 
that Jesus chose the path to the cross, to be the Lamb of God that 
takes away the sins of the World and that this was God's plan from 
before the foundation of the World as promised to Adam and Eve after 
their fall. This was prophesied throughout the Old Testament, as 
instituted in all the sacrifices of the Temple, and the special 
celebration of the Passover. What God plans He carries out at His 
appointed time. Period. 

Note of the Order of a Passover Repast 

After preparations were ready, the group would sit together 
around the table. A blessing would be asked for the feast, the first 
cup of wine would be passed around. The leader or head of the 
household would retell the story of the original Passover of Exodus 
12:26 etc. Then the second cup of wine was passed around. Then the 
sacrificial lamb would be eaten, with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs. When the meal was finished, the third cup was sent around 
after thanks for the Passover meal. Several Psalms were chanted as 
conclusion. In the new Communion, bread was to represent the body of 
Christ - no lamb was any more necessary to be sacrificed - for Jesus 
had fulfilled what the lamb had represented, when He became the 
sacrifice Himself. 

Luke 22:24-30. The Greatest Shall Be Last. 

Being normal humans, the disciples showed their ambition and 
desires, thinking of their coming role in Jesus' Messianic kingdom. 
At times they apparently argued amongst themselves. 

Verse 24. Sometime during that final evening the disciples 
quarreled about which one was the most important - thinking who would 
be next under Jesus as a ruler or leader over all the others. This 
was in spite of Jesus' continuous teaching that His kingdom was 
spiritual and not of this world. Also they had not grasped the 
reality that the predictions about His condemnation and death were 
about to come to pass. 

It has been observed that this may have immediately preceded the 
washing of the disciples' feet by Jesus (as recorded in John 13. This 
was a dramatic example of the opposite of their petty self-seeking 
ambitions . ) 

Verses 25,26. The rulers of earthy kingdoms lord it over their 
subjects, call themselves benefactors, claiming fame and honor above 
all others. Jesus says that it must not be so among His followers, 
followers. They must not seek honor and deference because of age or 
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experience. He must as leader be one who serves - not one who is 
served. A role of humility before God leads to responsible service, 
not special privileges. 

Verse 27. Normally the one seated at the table is the important 
person, with servants waiting on him, but Jesus shows by His example 
that His life was one of continual service to others. 

Verses 28-30. Jesus then acknowledges His appreciation of their 
faithfulness in staying with Him through every circumstance, yet 
their reward will not be measured in worldly honour or authority as 
in earthly kingdoms. He makes a promise to them that at the end of 
the age they will partake in His kingdom, and eat and drink at His 
table, and that they would be leaders sitting on thrones to judge the 
12 tribes of Israel. 

If leaders in the church strive to achieve fame, and power, and 
riches, they have not learned to serve for Christ's sake and to honor 
God. This is the example the life of Jesus clearly portrays. 
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Luke 22:31-46. 

31 U And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 

32 but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren. 

33 And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both 
into prison, and to death. 

34 And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this 
day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 

35 U And he said unto them, When I sent you without purse, and 
scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said, Nothing. 

36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him 
take it, and likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him 
sell his garment, and buy one. 

37 For I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be 
accomplished in me, And he was reckoned among the transgressors: for 
the things concerning me have an end. 

38 And they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. And he said 
unto them, It is enough. 

39 U And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of 
Olives; and his disciples also followed him. 

40 And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye 
enter not into temptation. 

41 And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled 
down, and prayed, 

42 saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: 
nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done. 

43 And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening 
him . 

44 And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat 
was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

45 And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, 
he found them sleeping for sorrow, 

46 and said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter 
into temptation. 

Luke 22:31-34. The Warning to Peter. 

This apparently took place after the Passover. (As also related 
in Matthew 26:33 and John 13:31,36-8.) By calling Peter "Simon, 
Simon," Jesus is pointing out his humanness (rather than calling him 
Peter the rock) . By repeating his name, He emphasizes the seriousness 
of what He is about to say to him. 

Jesus reveals that satan, the adversary, has claimed the right 
of subjecting the disciples to a severe test. He wants to catch them 
being disloyal and without true faith in Jesus. As with Job, God 
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allowed satan this freedom, but always within exact boundaries. 

Apparently satan' s intention is to break up Jesus' disciples and 
to scatter them like chaff, scattered by the wind. By this sifting, 
satan wishes that not even the wheat shall remain - as with Judas, 
all will become useless in God's plan for His church. 

Verse 32. Jesus, however, prayed for His disciples, and 
especially for Peter who had a leading role to play in the building 
of the church. 

Satan works to counter God's plan, while Jesus intercedes on 
behalf of His disciples, especially the leader. Jesus assures Peter 
that his faith will not be completely destroyed, even though He would 
deny Him three times. When brought back to God's will, he must help 
the other disciples (who will also experience dismay and confusion) 
to regain strength of faith, and grow in Christ. 

Verse 33. Peter is so certain of his strength and loyalty, that 
he seems to find it impossible to believe what Jesus has spoken. 

Impetuously he insists that he is prepared to follow Jesus to 
prison and even to death. 

Verse 34. Jesus warns Peter very exactly that that very night he 
would deny even knowing Him - more than twice. 

Peter's claim of being able in his own strength to remain 
faithful and loyal to Jesus was foolish. It is only the power of God 
through His spirit that will sustain our faith. 

22:35-38. The Two Swords. 

Jesus is drawing a contrast between His public ministry and what 
was about to take place - when His enemies would with drastic 
violence arrest Him and see to His execution. When Jesus had been 
ministering to the people, doing miracles, healing, and teaching, He 
had been well- received . When He had sent the disciples out on their 
own, they were well-treated and lacked no necessities. They were 
respected and returned with joy. 

Verse 36. Now things are turning to the opposite - already the 
Jewish leaders have rejected Him and are seeking His death, which 
will soon take place. The disciples are also soon to be treated 
violently, hated, and persecuted. With Him gone, they will be on 
their own to find their way in the hostile world. 

Jesus gives a dramatic example of how determined they must be by 
suggesting they be like one who fights for his cause - even giving up 
his coat for a sword. This way he can at least have means to continue 
the struggle. 
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Verse 37. This will happen because Jesus will be considered a 
criminal and be killed (as Isaiah 53 predicts). For what follows for 
them they must be equipped for the spiritual warfare with 
determination and courage. 

Verse 38. The disciples are still not able to perceive the 
spiritual nature of Christ's present mission. They still see Him as 
the One to establish the Messianic Kingdom on earth with human force. 
They assume Jesus speaks of actual physical swords, not seeing the 
spiritual truth He is alluding to. Nothing that Jesus has said or 
done would ever suggest that He would ever fight, or call on others 
to fight for Him. He does not get angry, and rebuke them because of 
their misunderstanding that they could possibly think He was 
suggesting armed violence. His reply seems sorrowful. Ending the 
conversation, "It is enough." 

Later He would forbid the disciples to use a sword - and healing 
the wounded servant He showed that to defend His cause did not mean 
the use of weapons - but the use of the Word (sharper than any two- 
edged sword) . 

Many throughout the 20 centuries since the death of Jesus have 
taken up arms to fight for the defense and spread of "Christianity". 
Jesus nowhere teaches any such thing. The history of the 1 st century 
believers is one of persecution and death - the spreading of the 
Gospel by faith and sacrifice - not by force or war. 

The other point - because the disciples misunderstood Him, does 
not mean that we should also. He was using a figure of speech to 
emphasize the dramatic change about to come where great opposition 
was their new circumstance, so that they may be prepared for the 
struggle . 

Luke 22:34-46. Jesus in Gethsemane. 

Here we see the beginning of Jesus' final submission to the path 
of suffering and death preordained by God. 

Verse 39. The time had come for Jesus to surrender Himself to 
His enemies to be accused, condemned, beaten and crucified. He does 
not try to hide or thwart what He knows Judas is planning when he 
went out from the upper room earlier. 

Jesus and the disciples go to the Mount of Olives, as was His 
custom during this week to spend the night. The very place Judas will 
lead the motley band to arrest Him. 

Jesus had previously avoided His enemies on several occasions, 
because it was not the right time. The Holy Communion of the New 
Testament had been instituted, the sign that the old dispensation, 
the sacrifice of the Passover, was over. That was to be shortly 
fulfilled in His sacrifice as the Lamb of God. He now knows 
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His hour has come. 

Verse 40. Jesus shows His devotion to the welfare of His 
followers, that they will remain steadfast, during the coming trials 
and temptations. He urges them to pray to seek strength from God 
continuously . 

Verse 41. Luke's summary of these events does not include the 
role of Jesus' 3 closest disciples - in being near Him or their 
inability to stay awake (Matthew 26:37) when He prayed to the Father. 

Verse 42. In His humanness Jesus felt the same as we - aversion 
and fear of pain, suffering, and death. He is also aware that this is 
not because of any sin or fault within Himself or any word or deed 
that He has done - but His own choice to take upon Himself the 
judgment and wrath of God for the manifold sins of all mankind. 

Included will be the breaking of the bond with the Father. After 
living in the most intimate communion with His Father from before the 
creation, He would have to endure being forsaken by His Father on the 
cross, as He, sentenced as a condemned criminal, bearing the sin of 
all men, hung on the cross until death. 

It is as if He measured in His mind and soul and spirit all that 
He was about to endure. No matter how terrible and fearful would be 
those experiences - He finds the weight very great - thus praying, 
"Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me." At the next 
moment He acknowledges that there is no other way; only He could 
fulfill this unique of all tasks of human history, "Nevertheless not 
my will, but thine be done." All of His words and deeds have led to 
this point. All of the Old Testament prophecies pointed to this task. 
He accepts the responsibility unconditionally - to drink the cup of 
suffering and death to the last drop. 

Verse 43. The facing, wrestling with, and final complete 
surrender to God's will, exhausted Him mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually. An angel is sent to strengthen Him, that He will have 
the energy to complete the task. 

Verse 44. The intensity of mental exertion as He prays, strains 
the body so that He sweats with drops like drops of blood dropping to 
the ground (key word "like"). 

Verse 45. Jesus finishes with His prayer and goes back to the 
disciples to find them sleeping. Their experiences of the previous 
days, the final supper, plus the somber warnings, given by Jesus, had 
left them confused and saddened. It is understandable that by this 
time of night they would have fallen asleep. 
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Verse 46. Also knowing the circumstances that would soon happen 
and the desolation they would feel, Jesus wakes them, urging them 
once again to pray for strength that with God's help they may resist 
temptations that will surround them. 

Conclusion . 

We can, only with forced imagination, get some idea of what one 
would go through physically, emotionally, and mentally if we face our 
own suffering and death - and this because of our own guilt. But to 
know we have a choice - that we can choose not to suffer and die. On 
the other hand, we can choose to suffer and die with the burden of 
all mankind's sins on our head. It is beyond my understanding. We 
stand in awe at the perfect life of Jesus, but even more awe at His 
choice, as a human soul to suffer and die in our place. He took our 
place. He knew all that the path included, every detail: the arrest, 
the trial, the hitting, the mocking, the name calling, the spitting, 
the whipping, the crown of thorns, the nails into the cross, the 
hanging, and ultimately, the death. 

Our only response can be continual and faithful thankfulness. A 
thankfulness worked out in our daily lives by serving Him, in abiding 
in His love, and sharing that love with all those around us. 

Pray for His guidance and strength to be worthy of His calling 
and that our lives will bring honor to Him. 

Amen . 

Next, the Arrest and Jewish Trials of Jesus. 
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Luke 22:47-71. 

47 If And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was 
called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto 
Jesus to kiss him. 

48 But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man 
with a kiss? 

49 When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said 
unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? 

50 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut 
off his right ear. 

51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched 
his ear, and healed him. 

52 Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the 
temple, and the elders, which were come to him, Be ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and staves? 

53 When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no 
hands against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness. 

54 If Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high 
priest's house. And Peter followed afar off. 

55 And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and 
were set down together, Peter sat down among them. 

56 But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and 
earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him. 

57 And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not. 

58 And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art 
also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not. 

59 And about the space of one hour after another confidently 
affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with him; for he is 
a Galilean . 

60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And 
immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 

61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. 

62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 

63 If And the men that held Jesus mocked him, and smote him. 

64 And when they had blindfolded him, they struck him on the face, 
and asked him, saying, Prophesy, who is it that smote thee? 

65 And many other things blasphemously spake they against him. 

66 If And as soon as it was day, the elders of the people and the 
chief priests and the scribes came together, and led him into their 
council, saying, 

67 Art thou the Christ? tell us. And he said unto them, If I tell 
you, ye will not believe: 
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68 and if I also ask you, ye will not answer me, nor let me go. 

69 Hereafter shall the Son of man sit on the right hand of the 
power of God. 

70 Then said they all, Art thou then the Son of God? And he said 
unto them, Ye say that I am. 

71 And they said, What need we any further witness? for we 
ourselves have heard of his own mouth. 

Luke 22:47-53. The Arrest. 

Jesus was now perfectly calm, and ready to endure the coming 
events, without fear. Though some might think Jesus was their 
powerless prey - it is obvious that He takes charge of how these 
events play out. 

Verses 47,48. What Jesus had so recently warned His disciples 
about was coming to pass - while He is still talking to them, the 
crowd led by Judas was upon them. To thwart any resistance, a large 
group of temple guards and Sanhedrin members had come to arrest Him. 
Judas had arranged a signal - that they should arrest the one Judas 
kissed . 

Especially because it was at night, there must be no mistake. 
According to Mark 14:45, Jesus allowed Judas to come up to Him and 
kiss Him in the normal friendly greeting, and after that Jesus spoke, 
"Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?" This would force 
Judas to question his motives - possibly to realize the depth of his 
betrayal . 

Verses 49,50. Two disciples quickly ask if they are to fight to 
prevent this arrest with their swords. According to John 18:10 Peter 
had already grazed Malchus (servant of the high priest), cutting off 
his right ear. 

Verse 51. Now Jesus could be accused of leading lawless and 
violent men. Jesus immediately forbids them to do anything further. 
To fix the awkward situation, Jesus heals the wounded man. He could 
not allow His enemies to have any cause to accuse Him of a crime. 

Verses 52,53. Jesus then questions the crowd, asking why they 
had come with such a large group of armed men as if He was such a 
dangerous criminal, as if they would have to take Him by overwhelming 
force. He says if He was so guilty of violent crimes, why hadn't they 
arrested Him before, while He daily taught in the Temple? Here they 
have come in the night, to a secluded place, where the people would 
never know what they are doing. He makes the observation that under 
the cover of natural darkness also the evil powers of darkness under 
satan and his influence on men and demons alike, are being permitted 
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by the foreknown plan of God to take the Son of God. This was only 
because Jesus had voluntarily taken the path of sacrificial death for 
the sins of mankind. 

Note that only Luke mentions that it was the servant's right 

ear . 

Luke 22:54-62. Peter's Denial. 

The disciples were not prepared for the events happening so 
quickly or for the severe and drastic extremes they would come to. 

Verse 54. When Jesus was taken into custody, the disciples 
dispersed, confused as sheep when the shepherd is gone. We are only 
told about John, who followed Jesus, and Peter who also followed but 
at a distance. 

Verses 55-57. Jesus was taken into the high priest's house. 
John, apparently well-known to the high priest's household, saw that 
Peter was allowed into the courtyard (John 16:15). Peter joined those 
sitting around a fire. The gatekeeper already thought Peter was one 
of Jesus' followers and looking intently into the firelight at him, 
she openly declared him to be a follower. 

Apparently she had gone along with the crowd for the arrest. 
Peter immediately denies that he knows Jesus. A few hours before he 
had boldly asserted that he would never deny Jesus but was prepared 
even die along with Him. After this, he went to the outer courtyard 
and heard a cock crow (Mark 14:28). He then returned to the inner 
court and stood near the group - obviously quite uneasy. (John 
18:18.) 

Verse 58. The gatekeeper again notices him (Mark 14:69) and says 
so to the group. Another person in the group recognizes him as a 
follower (John 18:28) and says so to Peter. Peter denies the 
accusation a second time. 

Verses 59,60. A period of time later, another one of the group 
declares that Peter is definitely a follower because his accent was 
of Galilea, just as Jesus was known to be a Galilean. Peter most 
emphatically denies that he even knew Jesus (Mark 14:71). At that 
very moment, the rooster let loose again (most likely between 1 & 3 
A.M. ) . 

Verses 61,62. In that very moment, Jesus was standing within the 
house where Peter could see Him, and Jesus looked at him. The 
emotions must have been extreme on both sides in that moment. Jesus 
feeling intense love and sympathy for Peter's plight. On the other 
hand the sound of the rooster flashed Jesus' warning in Peter's 
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memory, forcing him to realize the truth of the warning and the depth 
of guilt of his three denials. Whereupon Peter was overwhelmed by 
remorse and guilt and sadness over his fear and weakness - forcing 
him to cry bitterly over letting Jesus down so completely. These were 
tears of repentance and renewed dedication, and determination to 
serve Jesus, unconditionally. 

In complete contrast, Judas, looking for earthly power and 
wealth, had betrayed Jesus from motives of disappointment, 
disillusionment, and frustration. When he finally realized the evil 
of his actions, and that he had betrayed an innocent man, it only led 
to his own suicide. He apparently, at no point actually understood 
the true nature of Jesus as the Son of God, The Perfect Man, and the 
Lamb of God, to sacrifice Himself for the sins of mankind. His 
remorse led to despair, darkness, and death. 

Peter's remorse led in the other direction, for he truly again 
was completely convinced of the deity and divine nature of Jesus as 
Messiah and of His eternal love and compassion for him personally. 

Luke 22:63-71. Jesus before the Sanhedrin. 

By taking the information from all 4 gospels, this is the order 
of events. 

(1) First, Jesus was taken to the house of Annas, the former 
high priest, father in law of the current high priest, and still very 
influential. He is given a preliminary trial before Annas, in the 
presence of those who had arrested Him. (John 18:19-23.) 

(2) A second preliminary trial before Caiaphas (the present high 
priest), and members of the Jewish Council - still at night, sometime 
between 1 and 3 a.m. (Matthew 26:57-68.) 

(3) A final trial before the complete Council of the Sanhedrin 
composed of chief priests and scribes. This occurred after daybreak - 
for only during daylight hours was it legal to hold a trial. (Luke 
22:66-71.) 

(4) The trial before Pilate. 

(5) The hearing before Herod. 

(6) The final sentencing for execution before Pilate the 2 nd 

time . 

Each of the Gospels give only a few highlights of the entire 
proceedings. Luke's account very briefly summarizes the trials before 
the Jewish authorities. Yet the details he writes give a clear 
picture of how cruelly and disrespectfully they treated our Savior - 
these, His own chosen people, the very ones who should have 
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recognized and accepted Him as their Messiah. 

Verses 63-65. Having Jesus under their complete control, they 
vent much pent up anger and hatred by mocking Him, beating Him with 
their fists and accusing Him of various crimes including blasphemy. 

At one point, they blindfold Him and some hit Him, asking Him 
who had struck Him, mocking His claims of being a prophet with 
supernatural knowledge. Jesus silently endures all of these things. 

Verse 66. None of these pretrials were legal. To have a legal 
trial it had to be during the day - so they called for the formal 
assembly of the elders - both chief priests and scribes. 

Verses 67,68. Their major motive was to come up with a charge 
they can bring before the Roman authority (in Jerusalem it was the 
Procurator, Pilate). This charge had to have death as its penalty, 
since they did not have the authority under Roman law to execute a 
death sentence. They would not settle for anything less. They see 
Jesus as a threat to their own positions of power and authority. 

The foremost idea seems to be that by claiming to be the Jewish 
Messiah, thus the King of the Jews, therefore He is a rival to the 
Empire of Rome and a threat to Roman sovereignty over the Jewish 
nation - thereby a traitor and worthy of death. To get Him to admit 
this claim is only to further their agenda and not a sincere question 
which they could choose to believe. 

Jesus knows this and that His saying this would not serve any 
purpose, since their minds were already made up. He also remarks that 
they would not answer His question either - what their true motive 
was in posing to Him the question in the first place. They had 
refused to answer about John the Baptist. What had changed? - not 
their thinking. 

Verse 69. Jesus does make a positive statement about His being 
the Messiah, that as the resurrected, ascended, glorified Son of Man, 
He will be seated at the right hand of God. 

Verse 70. Their small and settled minds could not take in the 
enormity of all that this prophetic utterance would mean. All they 
heard was a claim of divine nature - that He was saying that He is 
the Son of God (by His use of the term Son of Man as referring to 
God's Son in Daniel 7:13). 

They ask Him to say the exact words - that by doing so He will 
commit blasphemy and thereby bring the punishment of death into their 
hands. (Unless of course His claim was true - which they never 
thought of at all . ) 

When Jesus replies, "Ye say that I am," He agrees with their 
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question, that, Yes, He is the Son of God. All those present become 
witnesses against Him. In Jewish Law it only takes two. But here, 
their hope is that with this crowd of witnesses, they can incite the 
masses of the people against Him before Pilate. They needed him to 
carry out the execution, which they were not allowed to do under 
Roman Law. 

Jesus knew that His admitting to being the Son of God would lead 
to His death - but it was the foundation of the Gospel of Salvation - 
for only He, the innocent one, could pay the price (not for His sins, 
because He committed no sin), for the sins of others. 
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Luke 23:1-25. Jesus before Pilate and Herod. 

1 And the whole multitude of them arose, and led him unto Pilate. 

2 And they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow 
perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, 
saying that he himself is Christ a king. 

3 And Pilate asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And 
he answered him and said, Thou sayest it. 

4 Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find 
no fault in this man. 

5 And they were the more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the 
people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this 
place . 

6 U When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a 
Galilean . 

7 And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto Herod's 
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem 
at that time. 

8 And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: for he was 
desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many 
things of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him. 

9 Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered him 
nothing . 

10 And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused 
him . 

11 And Herod with his men of war set him at nought, and mocked him, 
and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate. 

12 And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together; 
for before they were at enmity between themselves. 

13 U And Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests and 
the rulers and the people, 

14 said unto them, Ye have brought this man unto me, as one that 
perverteth the people; and, behold, I, having examined him before 
you, have found no fault in this man touching those things whereof ye 
accuse him: 

15 no, nor yet Herod: for I sent you to him; and, lo, nothing 
worthy of death is done unto him. 

16 I will therefore chastise him, and release him. 

17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.) 

18 H And they cried out all at once, saying, Away with this man, 
and release unto us Barab'bas: 

19 (who for a certain sedition made in the city, and for murder, 
was cast into prison.) 

20 Pilate therefore, willing to release Jesus, spake again to them. 

21 But they cried, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 

22 And he said unto them the third time, Why, what evil hath he 
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done? I have found no cause of death in him: I will therefore 
chastise him, and let him go. 

23 And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might 
be crucified: and the voices of them and of the chief priests 
prevailed . 

24 And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required. 

25 And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was 
cast into prison, whom they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to 
their will. 

Luke 23:1-25. Jesus before Pilate and Herod. 

Now that Jesus has been accused and found guilty of blasphemy by 
the Sanhedrin and condemned to death, He must be taken to the Roman 
authorities for the death penalty to be carried out. The Jewish 
authorities were forbidden to execute anyone by Roman Law. They waste 
no time that morning to bring Him before Pilate - the Procurator of 
Rome . 

Verse 1. The Council agrees as to what means must be used to get 
Him sentenced to death by Pilate. Certainly word was sent ahead that 
they were coming. Jesus' arrest and trials of the night were kept 
secret from the general population. By the time Jesus was in Roman 
hands an apparently helpless and unresisting prisoner, word had 
spread and the Sanhedrin' s influence had good effect in turning the 
masses against Him. 

When Jesus was taken to Pilate, only the Jewish authorities were 
there, ready to level all their accusations against Him. The former 
rivalries of the Sadducees, Pharisees, and other groups (including 
the scribes), had been put aside, to all work together for the death 
of Jesus. 

Verses 2,3. Again, Luke's summary of this trial is brief. The 
many charges are listed. Though they had found Him guilty of 
blasphemy, they knew this would mean little to Pilate, it being a 
purely Jewish religious charge - so they added charges more political 
- accusing Jesus of forbidding the giving of tribute to Caesar; also 
His professing to be the Messiah a king - therefore rival and 
opponent to Caesar. Also that He was stirring up insurrection against 
the Roman government. 

If Pilate could be convinced ... considering the historical and 
traditional attitude and actions toward Roman authority that the 
Jewish leaders, especially the Sanhedrin had, Pilate must have been 
highly suspicious of these men taking a stand on the side of Rome. 
Knowing that their only charge against Jesus, which was blasphemy (by 
acknowledging He was the Son of God), would carry no weight in a 
Roman court, they had to come up with these completely different 
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charges . 

Pilate had a private conversation with Jesus, and was convinced 
He was innocent of any rebellion or treason against Rome. Jesus 
acknowledged that He was King of the Jews, but obviously convinced 
Pilate that His kingdom was spiritual (John 18:36). He perceived that 
the Jewish authorities had brought Jesus to be condemned because of 
envy or spite (Matthew 27:18; Mark 15:10). 

Verse 4. Pilate pronounced Jesus "Not Guilty" to the crowd. 

Verse 5. This incites Jesus' accusers. They do not accept this 
verdict. They are determined to see to His death with whatever it 
takes. They more violently accuse Jesus of stirring up the whole 
nation, which started in Galilee. 

Verses 6,7. Pilate is forced to accept the fact that these 
accusers will only get worse - that they are capable of accusing him 
(Pilate) before Caesar. He knows Jesus is innocent and seems moved by 
Jesus' presence. He does not release Jesus. Hearing the name Galilee, 
he takes this opportunity to send Jesus to Herod, his being the ruler 
of Galilee. Pilate hopes to relieve his responsibility in this case. 
Herod was in Jerusalem at that time. 

Verses 8,9. Herod had repeatedly heard of Jesus' activities in 
the areas He was in charge of. Because of the miracles and healings, 
he had wanted to see Him in person. At one point, Herod had feared He 
was John the Baptist come back to life (Herod was responsible for the 
Baptist being beheaded). Now he seemed to be merely curious - to see 
how Jesus performed a miracle. Though at an earlier time, Herod 
seemed interested in the message from God that John preached. Now he 
was merely curious and so set in his sinful ways that Jesus spoke not 
a single word to him. 

Verses 10,11. The chief priests and scribes accuse Jesus with 
great anger. Herod is aware that Jesus did not do any of these things 
in his territory or he would have known about it long before now. 
Herod does not sentence Jesus to death or pronounce Him innocent. He 
did not like the fact that Jesus refused to even do a single miracle, 
or answer his questions - so he along with his soldiers treat Jesus 
with contempt, mocking Him. By putting a royal garment on Him, they 
mock His claims to be King of the Jews - then He is sent back to 
Pilate . 

Verse 12. By his action, Pilate had removed the long-standing 
ill feeling between him and Herod. 
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Verses 13-16. Hoping to evade his responsibility in this matter 
by sending Jesus to Herod, Pilate has failed. Now that Jesus had been 
sent back without resolution, Pilate begins to give in to the cry of 
the crowd. Even though both Herod and he had found no punishable 
fault in Jesus, he was prepared to have Jesus whipped and then 
released as a compromise. He hoped this would satisfy the Jewish 
leaders, and bring about the sympathy of the crowd. 

Verses 17-19. By this time, the multitude had been incited 
against Jesus by the violent outcry of the Jewish leaders. There 
seems to be no way they will compromise. Pilate offers them a choice 
of releasing Barabbas (a known rebel and murderer) or Jesus; they 
choose Barabbas' release - and Jesus' execution. 

Verses 20,21. Pilate was convinced of Jesus' innocence, and had 
a secret fear of Him so that he didn't yet give in completely to the 
crowd. He had been moved by the nobility and calmness of Jesus' 
demeanor, during all that the Jewish authorities so angrily and 
obstinately accused Him of and cried out for His death. All that 
Pilate did to satisfy the crowd was in vain - they continued to cry 
out "Crucify Him! " 

Verse 22. For the 3 rd time, Pilate declares Jesus innocent. Again 
he offers to chastise and then release Him, hoping they will be 
satisfied with such a bloody beating. John 19:1 indicates that Jesus 
was beaten, hoping this will calm the Jews. 

Verses 23,24. The continued outcry of the crowd was for death to 
Jesus; this forced Pilate in his fear of an insurrection, a riot on 
the part of this mass of bloodthirsty Jews, to finally give in to 
their demand. 

Verse 25. Pilate gave in to His fear of losing his job and what 
this crowd would do to Him and if he refused their demand. Whatever 
his true judgment of what was right and just was driven out by fear. 
He had Barabbas released, and Jesus was ordered to be crucified. 

The majority of the Jewish nation had rejected their Messiah, 
choosing life for the murderer, Barabbas. A few thousand after 
Pentecost accepted Jesus as their Savior, but the nation as a whole 
continued to choose leaders of violence and rebellion against Roman 
authority. This directly led to their final and brutal destruction at 
the hands of the relentless Roman army from 66-70 A.D. 

Each individual still must choose - the way of sin or of 
salvation. To choose selfishly is like choosing Barabbas - a life 
without restraint. 

Choosing salvation is choosing the Savior - the path of 
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forgiveness, and peace with God, and a life of unselfish service 
toward God and men. 

At the same time, the choice includes one's destination at the 
end of this life. What one sows on earth one reaps hereafter. 

Jesus could have, at any moment, put a stop to what was 
happening to Him. Therefore at every moment, He chose to stay on the 
path of suffering and death, because He knew what eternal value His 
life and death meant - the bringing of reconciliation between God and 
man. It was the only way to pay the price for other's sins, and He 
knew He was the only one, the sinless Lamb of God, that could with 
His death, pay for our lives. He could see the infinite reward and 
His return to glory with the Father. 

Even so we should try to keep steadfast through whatever trials, 
or persecution, we face and keep in our heart the vision of our 
future and eternal life with God and Jesus and all the saints and 
angels . 

Amen . 
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Luke 23:26-49. On the Way to Calvary. 

26 Tf And as they led him away, they laid hold upon one Simon, a 
Cyre'nian, coming out of the country, and on him they laid the cross, 
that he might bear it after Jesus. 

27 And there followed him a great company of people, and of women, 
which also bewailed and lamented him. 

28 But Jesus turning unto them said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep 
not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children. 

29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, 
Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the paps 
which never gave suck. 

30 Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and 
to the hills, Cover us. 

31 For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done 
in the dry? 

32 If And there were also two others, malefactors, led with him to 
be put to death. 

33 And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, 
there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, 
and the other on the left. 

34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 

35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them 
derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be 
Christ, the chosen of God. 

36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering 
him vinegar, 

37 and saying, If thou be the King of the Jews, save thyself. 

38 And a superscription also was written over him in letters of 
Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

39 U And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, 
saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 

40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear 
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 

41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our 
deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 

42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom. 

43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt 
thou be with me in paradise. 

44 U And it was about the sixth hour, and there was a darkness over 
all the earth until the ninth hour. 

45 And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in 
the midst. 

46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, 
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into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up 
the ghost. 

47 Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, 
saying, Certainly this was a righteous man. 

48 And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding 
the things which were done, smote their breasts, and returned. 

49 And all his acquaintance, and the women that followed him from 
Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things. 

Luke 23:26-49. On the Way to Calvary. 

After three years of openly ministering by word and deed to the 
physical and spiritual needs of the Jewish people, offering them 
forgiveness and salvation, and eternal life, Jesus had healed many 
physical ailments and delivered many from the control of demons. His 
was a ministry of light in a dark world. Yet the majority of the 
people loved the darkness and worked together to put out the light. 
Thus was Jesus led away from the city to be put to death. 

Verse 26. Jesus had to carry His cross from Pilate's palace to 
the place of execution. He had had no sleep. He had endured the agony 
in the Garden, then the arrest, the trials, and finally the 
condemnation, the whipping, and then the cross - He was without a 
doubt exhausted, injured, bleeding, as He walked through the narrow 
streets of Jerusalem. It was probably the soldiers' fear that He 
would pass out or even die, that they forced a passing Cyrenian named 
Simon to carry the cross of Jesus. 

Verse 27. The news of His arrest and trial before Pilate had 
soon reached every part of the city, bringing a great crowd of people 
to see the situation. A vast multitude was on hand to observe the 
path to the place of crucifixion known as Golgotha, the place of the 
skull. A group of sympathetic women were following Him as closely as 
possible and weeping for Him. 

Verses 28-30. This brings the deepest pity from Jesus for the 
people of Jerusalem, who by their rejection of Him, were bringing 
judgment from God. He stops and turns toward them, telling them to 
cry, not for Him, but for themselves and their children. The pity 
they have for Him is good, but is misplaced, because Jesus knows the 
plight they will be in will be far worse for them and their children 
in the coming destruction. Were they to see and understand this it 
might lead to belief and repentance for at least some of them. 

This is dramatically emphasized by Jesus saying that the barren 
women will suffer less, since they will not have to experience the 
suffering of their children. 
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What was traditionally considered a curse would then be a 
blessing. These things took place in the war with Rome which 
brought an end to the nation of Israel and destruction of both temple 
and city. 

Verse 31. It goes against nature and common sense to burn green 
wood - yet the Innocent One, the Son of God endures suffering and 
death. How much worse will be the fate of a guilty nation who like 
dried out wood will be burned in the coming judgment. 

In the last path of Jesus, in His own suffering and agony, He 
yet reaches out to warn and call for repentance for those who 
surround Him. He warns that their decision about Him as Messiah, will 
decide their fate. If they persist in rejecting Him, only ultimate 
destruction and death await them. Jesus reveals no sorrow or 
complaint about His situation on the way to execution. His concern 
remains toward others. 

Verse 32. Now warned for the last time, Jesus is led onward, 
along with two other condemned criminals also to be crucified. 

Sympathy for Jesus in His suffering and death is completely out 
of place, since it was His chosen work of redemption for us and by 
His resurrection and ascension to the right hand of God in power and 
majesty. Only repentance and sincere faith in His finished work is 
the correct response. Anyone who rejects Him should more rightly weep 
for the judgment which will at some point overtake them as did the 
judgment come upon the nation of Israel for the rejection for their 
Messiah . 

Luke 23:33-49. The Crucifixion. 

From the perfection of His life, to His sacrifice as the Lamb of 
God, we see Isaiah's prophecy come to pass, "He is despised and 
rejected of men: a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and we 
hid, as it were, our faces from Him: He was despised, and we esteemed 
Him not... He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with 
His stripes we are Healed." (Isaiah 53:3-5.) 

Verse 33. Luke does not record every detail of the crucifixion. 
Luke records that He was crucified between two criminals - thus 
numbered with the transgressors. Crucifixion was the most cruel and 
agonizing form of execution ever imagined - it usually took 2-3 days. 
The physical pain involved could only faintly reflect the spiritual 
suffering as He took upon Himself the sin of all mankind. 

Verse 34. It is necessary that the accounts of all four Gospels 
be taken together, to get the full account of what Jesus both 
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suffered and spoke. Only Luke records Jesus praying for forgiveness 
for His enemies. 

In answer to this prayer, God gave the people of Jerusalem 40 
more years to read the signs of Pentecost, the ministry of the 
apostles and others, to turn to belief in Jesus as Savior. Though 
thousands were saved, still the majority chose their own way, which 
led only to destruction. 

Luke also mentions that the soldiers divided His clothes among 
themselves, but cast lots for His coat - not wishing to tear it. 
Everything was taken from Him: Every earthly possession as well as 
His life. 

Verse 35. Hundreds of thousands of Jews had come into Jerusalem 
to take part in the great Passover festival; they looked on from a 
distance at what was taking place. Led by the Jewish leaders, they 
mocked Him, saying "He saved others, let Him save Himself; If He is 
the Christ, the chosen of God." 

That He does not wield His supposed spiritual power to save 
Himself and overpower His enemies must mean that He is not the 
Messiah. The suffering servant is completely foreign to their 
thinking - as they missed the whole point of their sacrificial 
system, and especially the most important lesson of the sacrificial 
lamb of the Passover itself. 

Verses 36,37. The soldiers also mocked Jesus, making fun of His 
claims to being King of the Jews; what kind of king was He if he had 
no power or authority to prevent His execution? 

Verse 38. Pilate had ordered a sign be made that indicated 
Jesus' crime that caused Him to be executed - The King of the Jews - 
Pilate found no legitimate crime. The Jewish authorities in John 
19:21 rejected this action, and requested Pilate to take this sign 
down - he refused. In getting back at these fanatics against Jesus, 
he recorded the truth, Jesus as king of the Jews - not in an earthly 
sense, but the Messiah - king of a spiritual and everlasting kingdom. 
This he recognized as the kingdom the majority of the nation 
rejected . 

Verses 39-44. One of the other two condemned criminals also 
repeated the contempt toward Jesus. One on the other hand was somehow 
moved by the demeanor and dignity of the Savior, and rebuked his 
fellow criminal for his harsh language toward Jesus. He recognized 
Jesus as innocent - and his own case, that he and the other criminal 
are being punished justly for their crimes, but that Jesus is 
suffering unjustly. 
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Verses 42,43. This man, in his last moments of life, reached out 
to Jesus the word of faith that Jesus would have mercy on him, and 
forgive his sins, even to eternal life. He requested that Jesus 
remember him when He came into His glory. The faith, however small, 
brought Jesus to promise that on that very day He would be with Him 
in Paradise, as a redeemed one. 

Verses 44,45. Jesus had faced the coming agony and continued on 
the path to it. He had to endure the absolute forsakenness of God to 
bear the sins of all humanity. Nature also reflected the vast 
darkness of sin in the hours of His suffering. It was dark 
approximately from 12 - 3:00 P.M., and an earthquake shook the rocks 
close by - and tore the veil in the temple between the holy place and 
the holy of holies. This was a sign that the offering of the perfect 
Lamb of God made a way for every repentant and believing sinner to 
enter into direct communication with God. It also indicated that the 
Old Dispensation, which had prepared and pointed to the way of 
salvation, had finally been fulfilled by the completed work of Jesus, 
the very Son of God. 

Verse 46. Matthew and Mark record that Jesus called out, "My 
God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" He was experiencing God 
turning His back on Him. As the darkness ended He cried out, "It is 
finished," (John 19:30), then died, with the words "Father, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit." His death completed the work He was sent 
to do. He had offered Himself up as the perfect Sacrifice and He 
died . 

Verse 47. The Roman soldier who was in charge of the crucifixion 
was moved by the calm and accepting prayers and demeanor of Jesus - 
and heightened by the unusual darkness and earthquake. He said aloud, 
"Truly this was a righteous man." 

Verse 48. Many who went to watch the spectacle of the 
crucifixion certainly experienced fear and confusion when darkness 
and the earthquake took place. This suggested a coming of other signs 
of calamity. Hopefully many also realized that Jesus was surely 
innocent, while they were guilty of being party to causing this 
execution. Most likely it was many of this crowd that were converted 
on the day of Pentecost. This may also have prevented the Jewish 
authorities from immediately taking hold of the apostles and first 
Christians . 

Verse 49. Most of Jesus' followers, from confusion and grief, 
only observed from a distance. Jesus' mother and some other women and 
John were at the cross during the whole ordeal (John 14:25). 
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By describing the fall of man into sin, and emphasizing the Pure 
holiness of God, it was essential that the price must be paid by a 
Redeemer. By the ceremonial offerings of the Nation of Israel and the 
numerous promises and prophecies of the Old Testament, God had 
prepared the way for the sacrifice of the Holy One, His Son. His 
death forms the base of the New Testament, and becomes the central 
point of man's only way of reconciliation with God, the Father. 
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Luke 23:50-24:12. 

50 If And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counselor; and he 
was a good man, and a just: 

51 (the same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them:) he 
was of Arimathe'a, a city of the Jews; who also himself waited for 
the kingdom of God. 

52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 

53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a 
sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 

54 And that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. 

55 And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed 
after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. 

56 And they returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested 
the sabbath day according to the commandment. 

Chapter 24:1-12. 

1 Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had 
prepared, and certain others with them. 

2 And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. 

3 And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 

4 And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed thereabout, 
behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: 

5 and as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the 
earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? 

6 He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you 
when he was yet in Galilee, 

7 saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. 

8 And they remembered his words, 

9 and returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things unto 
the eleven, and to all the rest. 

10 It was Mary Mag'dalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of 
James, and other women that were with them, which told these things 
unto the apostles. 

11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed 
them not. 

12 Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stooping down, 
he beheld the linen clothes laid by themselves, and departed, 
wondering in himself at that which was come to pass. 

Luke 23:50-56. The Burial. 

Jesus had commended His spirit to the Father. He had completed 
the work He was sent to do. The path of serving, suffering, 
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humiliation, and death was done and before long His victory would be 
revealed in His resurrection. His body was cared for by faithful 
followers. As prophecy foretold, he was condemned to death along with 
criminals, yet His grave was that of a rich man in a new rock hewn 
tomb belonging to Joseph of Arimathaea. 

Verses 50-53. Though publicly not an acknowledged follower yet 
in secret he was (Matthew 27:57), Joseph was a member of the 
Sanhedrin, a righteous man who looked for the coming kingdom of God. 
He disagreed with what that group had caused to happen to Jesus. It 
must have been a great frustration that Jesus was put to death by 
their actions. In sorrow and deep love and concern, he asked Pilate 
for permission to take the body of Jesus and bury it. Another leader 
in the Sanhedrin, Nicodemus, also a secret follower, went to the 
place of execution. They took the body down from the cross, prepared 
it with myrrh and aloes, wrapped it in fine linen and laid it in the 
new tomb Joseph had paid to be carved out. 

Verse 54. Jesus had died about 3:00 in the afternoon. By the 
time the body was laid to rest, it was near sunset, the beginning of 
the new Jewish day - in this instance, the beginning of the Sabbath 
(Saturday) . 

Verses 55,56. Though the women from Galilee had followed Jesus 
through His death, they did not interfere with the burial, but 
followed Joseph and Nicodemus, noting carefully where Jesus' body was 
laid. They intended to go there after the Sabbath, to tenderly take 
spices and ointment to further preserve His body. They had to quickly 
make preparation. They did not have enough so after the Sabbath was 
over the following evening, they bought the rest of what was needed 
(Mark 16:1) - they plan to take these to the tomb the following 
morning . 

Verses 1-3. By the morning of the first day of the week - the 
women had made preparations and gathered the supplies needed to 
complete the burial treatment of the body of Jesus. At first light, 
they went to the tomb with these supplies. They weren't certain about 
rolling the stone that closed the tomb. To their surprise, the stone 
was already rolled aside. They went in, only to find that the body of 
Jesus was no longer there. 

Verses 4-8. They stood, not understanding what could have 
possibly taken place. They were not left in doubt for long. God had 
sent two angels to tell them the glad tidings, even as they had 
announced His birth. They announce that He has risen from the dead. 
The women had the normal reaction to these shining beings - they 
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bowed down in fear. The angels' question, "Why seek ye the living 
among the dead?", shows that Jesus was not to be found where His body 
was laid, but that He lives. They reminded them that Jesus had told 
His followers, while still in Galilee, that He was to be crucified, 
and that on the 3 rd day, He would arise. 

Obviously, the disciples and other followers had not been able 
to accurately perceive the realization of these events. The angels 
simply announce that He lives, that He has arisen - their reply 
gently admonishes the women for seeking the living Savior among the 
dead . 

The execution of Jesus had left them all in confusion and 
sorrow. The announcement of the angels brought up their memory of 
what Jesus had Himself prophesied concerning His suffering, death, 
and resurrection the 3 rd day. 

Verses 9,10. Luke doesn't mention the visits to the tomb that 
are mentioned in the other Gospels. He tells the experience of the 
women who encountered the angels and their message. They take the 
news to the disciples. Luke only emphasizes that the tomb was found 
empty and that two angels proclaimed that Jesus had risen. Jesus had 
many times spoken of rising on the 3 rd day. Now at the empty tomb, 
with the announcement from the celestial messengers, their minds were 
reminded of the Savior's words, in the midst of their sorrow and 
confusion . 

Luke doesn't describe the details of other visits to the empty 
tomb mentioned in the other Gospel narratives. His main point was 
that the first visitors to the tomb found it empty and were told the 
glorious news of the Savior's resurrection. 

Verses 11,12. When the women returned to the city, they told the 
events they had experienced. What they said was deemed impossible, 
and foolish women's talk (whatever that is). They could not accept 
the truth of their words. Nevertheless Peter - accompanied by John 
(John 20:2) ran to the tomb and indeed found the tomb empty. Then 
they went back home - wondering what this meant. 

The darkness and death were not stronger than the Son of God, 
who arose triumphantly from the grave. The Good News of the Gospel 
had been proclaimed throughout Jesus' public ministry as a bright 
light in a dark world. This Gospel has brought forgiveness and 
salvation to millions since that time, and will never be found in any 
other person. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

This would never have had any power without His resurrection 
unto life eternal in a glorified body. In the same way, Jesus raised 
us from spiritual death unto spiritual life, the beginning of eternal 
life, to be completed at our death, or at the Rapture - whichever 
comes first. 
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Special Note: Putting the 4 Gospel accounts of the Resurrection 
together . 

1. ) Jesus arose very early Sunday morning; an earthquake 
followed, the angels came and rolled away the stone (Matthew 28:2-4); 
the soldiers guarding the tomb fled (Matthew 28:11). 

2. ) A little later, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James 
and Salome arrived at the tomb while another group of women followed 
with spices. Mary Magdalene gets to the tomb first, and sees that it 
is empty and rushes to tell Peter and John (John 20:11). The other 
Mary and Salome came forward and encounter an angel (Matthew 28:5). 

3. ) After that, the other women with Joanna come, they see both 
angels and are told that Jesus has risen (Luke 24:1). 

4. ) Mary Magdalene tells Peter and John and they rush to the 
tomb (John 20). Mary follows them and again gets to the tomb, but the 
others have already left. 

5. ) She is crying in grief when the two angels ask her why she 
is crying. After this she sees Jesus, and at first thinks He is the 
gardener, then worships Him (John 20:14). 

6. ) The other women told the other disciples what they had seen 
and heard - but were not taken seriously (Luke 24:11). 

7. ) Later Jesus meets these women (Matthew 28:9). 

8. ) Later, Jesus appeared to Peter alone (Luke 24:14 and 1 
Corinthians 15 : 5) . 

9. ) Towards evening on the way to Emmaus, two disciples see 
Jesus . 

10. ) Later that evening, all the disciples (except Thomas) see 
Jesus (Luke 24:26-43; John 20:19-24). 

11. ) A week later, He again appeared to the whole group, 
including Thomas, who was convinced (John 21:1-23). 

12. ) During the forty days before His ascension, Jesus appeared 
in Galilee to the seven disciples at the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1- 
23). 

13. ) He also appeared to 500 of His followers in Galilee (from 
the command in Mark 16:7). 

14. ) Jesus made a special appearance to Paul (Acts 4:3-6) on his 
way to persecute Christians in Damascus. 

15. ) Jesus finally appeared to John when he was exiled and old 
on Patmos (Revelation 1:10-19). 

Undeniable Facts about the Resurrection 
1.) Had Jesus not risen and appeared many times to His 
followers, would the church have formed and grown, by the joy, power 
and devotion of those followers, who at first were confused, 
despondent, and afraid. Even faced with persecution and death, they 
would not deny their faith and certainty of the risen Christ. 
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2. ) The fact that the New Testament was written. Would it have 
been written about one who claimed to be the Messiah but who was put 
to death as a criminal? Every word of the New Testament was based on 
firm conviction of the risen Christ who ascended to heaven to sit at 
the right hand of God the Father as His only begotten Son, who had 
sacrificed His life for sinful man. 

3. ) The empty tomb. If His enemies had removed His body, it 
would only benefit them if it was produced to prove that Jesus had 
not risen. To think that any follower of Jesus would steal the body 
and then proclaim His resurrection, and joyfully be willing to die 
for Him, knowing that it was a fraud, and that He really had died and 
stayed dead - unreasonable, unthinkable. 

4. ) The fact that the day of rest and worship in the beginning 
church was on Sunday, the first day of the week - this was contrary 
to the centuries old Sabbath day of worship and the rest of the Jews. 
The resurrection was the only reason, for Jesus arose on the third 
day - Sunday. 

5. ) The testimony in the heart of every believer by the Holy 
Spirit that Jesus lives as Lord and Savior, whether they be young or 
old, educated or not, rich or poor, whatever time they lived, 
whatever language they spoke, wherever they lived, we all have the 
daily experience of assurance that Jesus is the risen and ascended 
Savior - because he lives within our hearts. 
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Luke 24:13-53. 

13 U And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village 
called Emma' us, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 

14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 

15 And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and 
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 

16 But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 

17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these 
that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad? 

18 And the one of them, whose name was Cle'opas, answering said 
unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known 
the things which are come to pass there in these days? 

19 And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people: 

20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be 
condemned to death, and have crucified him. 

21 But we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed 
Israel: and beside all this, today is the third day since these 
things were done. 

22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, 
which were early at the sepulchre; 

23 and when they found not his body, they came, saying, that they 
had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 

24 And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, 
and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 

25 Then he said unto them, 0 fools, and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken: 

26 ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter 
into his glory? 

27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

28 If And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he 
made as though he would have gone further. 

29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us; for it is 
toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry 
with them. 

30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, 
and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 

31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished 
out of their sight. 

32 And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 
Scriptures? 
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33 And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and 
found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them, 

34 saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 

35 And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was 
known of them in breaking of bread. 

36 U And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of 
them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they 
had seen a spirit. 

38 And he said unto them, Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts 
arise in your hearts? 

39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and 
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

40 And when he had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his 
feet . 

41 And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said 
unto them, Have ye here any meat? 

42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of a honeycomb. 

43 And he took it, and did eat before them. 

44 If And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in 
the psalms, concerning me. 

45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand 
the Scriptures, 

46 and said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: 

47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 

49 And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on 
high. 

50 U And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his 
hands, and blessed them. 

51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven. 

52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy: 

53 and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. 
Amen . 

Luke 24:13-35. The Trip to Emmaus. 

Luke does not record all the occasions that Jesus appeared. He 
focuses on one that took place on the road to Emmaus. Two main points 
are emphasized - a clear description of the thoughts and feelings of 
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these two followers, and how Jesus by word and deed showed them the 
prophecies and the reality of this sacrifice and His new Life. 

Verse 13. Two followers of the Savior were on their way home to 
the village of Emmaus, about 7 miles from Jerusalem. 

Verses 14-16. They expressed great sorrow over the events they 
had witnessed over the last few days concerning Jesus. They called 
Him their Master and Leader, and considered Him the promised Messiah. 
Their expectations seemed to have included His powerful move to 
establish the prophesied Messianic kingdom. Instead they had heard 
and seen the confusing arrest, trials, and crucifixion of Jesus. And 
now the stories of those who had seen the empty tomb and heard the 
words of angels concerning His resurrection. Why was it necessary 
that He die; what was the meaning of these new stories? 

As they walked, they were talking of these things, trying to 
make some sense of them. At this point the risen Christ joined them. 
They did not recognize Him, this glorified body, so unfamiliar and 
unexpected . 

Verses 17-22. Jesus asks what they were so intently discussing. 
Cleopas questions as to how it was possible for the stranger to have 
been in Jerusalem during the last few days without knowing what had 
taken place. Jesus persuaded them of His genuine interest; they 
unburdened themselves about their concern of Jesus being put to 
death, about His powerful ministry from God among the people. They 
clearly knew that the priests and rulers had caused the condemnation 
and death of their Messiah. All their hopes had died with Him. Now 
the 3 rd day - all possibilities of a miracle seemed over. 

Verses 23,24. The report of several women on the other hand only 
confused things - finding the tomb empty, the seeing of angels and 
hearing them say that He had risen. Even some of the disciples had 
gone to the tomb and also found it empty. But none of them had 
actually seen the risen Christ. 

Verses 25-27. After they had expressed their concerns, Jesus 
softly rebukes them for being so confused and slow of heart to 
believe all of the witnesses of the prophets who had written 
concerning His coming to suffer and die to return to His glory with 
the Father, and thus pay for the sin of mankind. The Scriptures point 
out the role of the Redeemer - and that it went beyond death to 
resurrection . 

Jesus proceeds to remind them of all the verses in the Old 
Testament that speak of Him and His work of Redemption and 
Resurrection. They described this experience as their hearts burning 
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within them as He spoke to them - truly the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Verses 28,29. As they arrived at Emmaus, Jesus continued on the 
road - the two strongly wished Him to stay with them. They earnestly 
asked Him to stay, especially since it was already late, toward 
evening. After instructing them on the way, certainly Jesus wanted to 
make Himself known to them. At their invitation, He stayed. 

Verses 30,31. When they had settled down and food was brought, 
Jesus took the bread and gave thanks to God, then He broke the bread 
and passed it to the two. Though these two may not have been at the 
Holy Communion instituted by Jesus, they certainly would have been 
told of it in detail - so here as Jesus said grace and broke the 
bread, handing it to them - they realized that their guest was none 
other than the Savior. His purpose having succeeded, Jesus leaves 
their sight. Thus teaching the additional lesson that He has risen, 
but not unto only physical life - but unto eternal life, in glorified 
and spiritual form - soon to ascend to heaven. 

Verses 32-35. A moment of clarity comes upon the two men. They 
understand why they had been so moved by their companion as He had 
explained through the Old Testament Scriptures, how the Savior must 
suffer and die, but arise on the 3 rd day. All doubt and misgiving were 
replaced by certainty that they were now witnesses of His 
resurrection, and eternal life as the promised Messiah, and Redeemer. 

They are so thrilled with the joy of their new-found experience 
and faith, that they cannot contain themselves. They immediately set 
out to return to Jerusalem to share their joy. They probably arrived 
around 9:00 that evening, also hearing the reports of others 
concerning the empty tomb, the message of the angels, and the 
appearance to Peter. Certainly, thereafter they related their own 
exciting experience with the risen Lord. 

Without a doubt, Jesus still awaits us to invite Him into our 
hearts and lives. Also most certainly He will come in and give us His 
peace and love, and great joy. 

24:36-39. Other Appearances to the Disciples. 

The testimonies of the women and the angels, of Peter and the 
two from Emmaus, did cause hope to flare up among the other 
followers. Yet it was not until Jesus Himself appeared to them that 
all doubt was destroyed. 

This was done in such a dramatic and physical way that even the 
skeptical Thomas was to say "My Lord, and my God" (John 20:28). 

Verses 36,37. On that Sunday evening, the apostles and other 
disciples were grouped together indoors, talking about all the 
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happenings reported that day, Jesus suddenly appeared - having 
control over His glorified body to supernaturally appear - way beyond 
the ability of a normal human body. 

So sudden and unexpected was this appearance that they were 
afraid, not understanding yet the form of such a glorified body, or 
what power it possessed. At first they thought it must be a ghostly 
being only appearing in the likeness of a human. 

Verses 38-40. Jesus raises the question, "Why are ye troubled, 
why do your hearts question what you see?" Jesus calls upon them to 
look carefully at His wounds to see that it is truly He. "Handle me - 
having flesh and bones - unlike a spirit. Yet His was a new and 
glorified body - (ref. 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, Paul explains). 

Verses 41-43. Their immediate reaction was shocked astonishment 
and joy - seeming too impossible to be true. To reassure them of His 
physical reality, Jesus seeks to reassure them by eating a piece of 
boiled fish - that He had risen from the dead. He again appears to 
them after a week when the doubting Thomas was also there (John 
20:26-29). 

Verse 44. Apparently Luke was planning to write a more complete 
account of the time between the resurrection and ascension in a book 
to be named Acts. So here he gives a very short account. He does not 
mention the appearances to James (1 Corinthians 15:7), to the 500 in 
Galilee (1 Corinthians 15:6). He here does not record the place or 
time but mentions a number of announcements of Jesus to His disciples 
during the 40 days before His ascension. He reminds them that the 
events they have witnessed concerning His trials, execution, and 
resurrection, were told to them in His previous teaching - that these 
were also foretold in the different writings of the Old Testament, 
all necessary to be fulfilled by His life and death, and 
resurrection . 

Verses 45-47. Just as He had expounded these things to the two 
on the way to Emmaus, He now opened their minds to understand the 
whole point of Scripture - that a Savior was to come as the suffering 
servant, the Lamb of God who was to be the sacrifice for the sins of 
mankind, that redemption would be available to those who would call 
upon His Name for forgiveness, and that this Good News should be 
preached in Jerusalem to the Jews, and then to all nations. 

Verse 48. Jesus calls upon these witnesses to preach this Gospel 
to the world. They are to tell what they have seen and heard as the 
personal messengers from God. 
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Verse 49. They are called upon to wait upon the promise from the 
Father - that the Holy Spirit will be sent after Jesus' ascension. 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit they will have the divine 
strength and wisdom for their task of spreading the truth of what 
they have seen and heard concerning the death and resurrection of the 
Christ. This they must wait for in Jerusalem. 

Only the living presence of the risen Christ could change the 
sorrow and confusion of His followers into powerful preachers of the 
Gospel of His Sacrifice. 

Also today the same Jesus gives us the same Spirit to bring us 
into the new birth and witness to the truth of the Gospel of 
forgiveness and redemption - of a new and everlasting relationship 
with God as our Heavenly Father, and Jesus His only-begotten Son. 
That we may be adopted as children of God - and spread the Good News 
of this adoption and new relationship with God, in His grace, and 
mercy, and love for us - as seen most perfectly in the Sacrifice of 
His Son for us. 

Luke 24:50-53. The Ascension. 

In these last four verses we see the last glorious affirmation 
of the truth of the Gospel and the glory of the Son of God as the 
Savior, exalted when His work on earth in the flesh had been 
complete . 

Verses 50,51. Jesus had during the 40 days following His 
resurrection appeared to His followers and had taught them all things 
concerning His work as foretold in the Scriptures. All doubt and fear 
had been replaced by faith and joy. They were back from Galilee to 
await the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and then begin the preaching 
of the Good News. Now, He is to be exalted to the right hand of the 
Father. Jesus leads the disciples to a place on the Mount of Olives 
near Bethany. He blessed them, lifting up His Hands as the High 
Priest did on feast days, He as our eternal High Priest prayed for 
them, and while the disciples watch intently with grateful hearts, He 
is taken up into heaven, His glorified body rising, till out of sight 
among the heavenly host and the clouds. 

Verses 52,53. The disciples in great awe worshiped Him as Lord 
and Savior - knowing that they were witnessing the final and total 
sign of perfect approval from God, the Father, as He brought His 
only-begotten Son, His Holy and unblemished Lamb to the throne of His 
Glory. 

In Acts 1, the angel gives the joyful assurance that in like 
manner Jesus would return to bring the conquering dominion of God and 
the establishment of His kingdom on Earth. 

They all returned to Jerusalem with joyful hearts, going to the 
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temple regularly praising and thanking the Heavenly Father for the 
mighty work accomplished by His precious and perfect Son, the Savior. 

Here Luke ends his narrative at such a high point of the 
disciples' joy and worship. 

Jesus is the same today as He was that day - now in heaven, 
making intercession for each believer, and Who through the constant 
working of His spirit blesses us with His love, wisdom, and guidance, 
both now and forever more, Amen. Even so, come Lord Jesus. 

Amen and Amen. 

The End. 
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